




to lend strength to Rotary. l am sure all those 
going through the pages shall not only find the 
enriching contents stimulating but also derive im­
mense inspiration from Jim's life. 

Ch~~digarh: 3rd September, 
1~~7- . ' 

R.K. Saboo 
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i Introduction 

I . have often wondered when l hear. Rotary 
speakers address on the growth and expaQsion .of 
Rotary with its membership surpa$sing one{:million 
in as many as 161 countries how many of ii#~ really 
know of the sacrifices made and the efforts put 
forth to create the impetus which caused Rotary 
to spread around the world. Rotary came up the 
hard way, through ·the· work of self-sacrificing men , 
who gave themselves unsparingly. 

In THE ROT ARIAN F~bruary/ 1947, Paul Harris 
in the very last article he wrote before .his death, 
paid tributes to Rotary's early ambassadors, and 
singled out one or two of them as • men who should 
be credited with having planted the seeds of Rotary 
far and wide, and having thus. brought about the 
establishment. of Rotary as. a wor:Jd ... _wide movement. 
After mentio.ning the one and only , Ches Perry 
who served as Rotary's ·secretary fr,om J91Q to 1942 
he continued "and then there wer;e men like James 
w. Davidson of Canada'. who with his countryman 
Col. J. Layton Ralston planted Rotary in the Anti­
podes. Later when Jim's· health and strength were 
failing • he ·spent three years in completing the span 
of. the wo'rld, bringing Rotary to many more lands~ 
After • reporting to , Rotary Intem<!tional's Board 
in -Ghicago Jim returned to Canada_ and_ died.". 

l, 

Sydney W. Pascall, President. of Rotary Jnternational, 
1931~32,, visi:Nng Rptary Clubs aroun~f the world 
covering. Eu,r:ope, Afric:a, the·.· Middle -East and Far 
East, Australia .and . New , Zealand witnessed the 
result of · the Jabour:s• ,.pf:, J'im • Davidson. He wrote 
in THE ROT ARIAN July/l 932" ,• . . and those two ' 
intrepid Rotarians,<Layton Ralston and .Jim. Davidson 
who .. back in l 9ll brought Rotary to Australia and 
New Zealand. More • recently, as every 1reader of 
THE ,ROTARIAN • magazine knows, Jim established 
a> string of new clubs. from the Near to the Far 
East. As a result, no -name in Rotary of _the Ortent 
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FOREWORD 

The lives of people who embarked upon great 
adventures are the fountainhead of eternal inspira­
tion. The more we delve deep into their past, more -
we learn of the source of their inspiration and 
find answers to the questions, as to what moti­
vated them ? What drove them to do what they 
did ? And when such a person is associated with 
a great movement having a positive bearing on 
the lives of the multitide, his biography becomes 
a guiding force. ' 

Jim D~vidson's life has been such a guiding force. 
He was a missionary of our times. At his own ex­
penses, he crossed oceans and travelled to different 
lands to spread the message of human understanding 
and sow the seeds of a movement that spans the 
world today - the Rotary. • 

We in this region owe a great deal to his dedica­
tion and endeavours ·with which he went about 
spreading the message of service and fellowship. 

To chronicle the travels and travails of this enter­
prising man, as he went a.bout his mission of spread­
ing Rotary in the Orient in the early 1930s, has 
been quite a colossctl task which another dedicated 
and knowledgeable Rotarian, N.T. Joseph, has takeri 
up most diligently~ His earlier . book on "Rotary 
in India" in itself is a remarkable compilation of 
the development of Rotary in this regi.on for pos­
terity and now this attempt to relive and retrace 
the path thctt Jim Davidson took during his meaning­
ful sbjourn in Asia by Rtn. Joseph is commendable. 
I extend my heartiest felicitations to him for his 
endeavours and the zeal with which he is striving 
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is known better and . honoured more. He ha; almost 
become a tradition, a cult . • . . . The energy of 
that human ~xnamo in the great, and enervating heat 
of those tropical lands; the wciy in w,hich he swept 
a,ll who talked Rotary with him, even those hostile, 
into >his ··net; 'answered -.their arguments; met their 
objections; removed their doubts; called them ' to 
q:iI.meeting until, as some one said, "Before we 
kn~w· where ·we were, he informed us we were 
dci1y , installed . Rotarians and with a pat on our backs 
gave ·us a friendly ·push off on our Rotary career". 
Frankly I • 'dip my lid' to Jim. Rotary will never 
have a finer, a more tireless, a more persuasive 
missionary" 

In the seventies THE ROT ARlAN published a series 
of articles entitled 'First Men' of Rotary' of which 
the last ·was on. James W. Davidson, the Marco 
Polo of · R0tary. The article briefly describes the 
life· and work of Jim Davidson and his great service 
for spreading· Rotary around the world. The ar~ide 
concludes • thus:' "Jim Davidson made· the twain me'et 
for Rotary ·and· in a way that Kipling would ha:ve 
approved.; · He·& encountered strong men·· from the 
other erids of the earth face to face; and in ,.so 
doing, helped ··to·. diminish 'the differences of border, 
breed and birth:: ,. • 

I :came ·to know of • Jim Davidson arid his . great 
services to •Rotary while doing research ,for my 
book THE STORY OF ROTARY IN INDIA.' With 
the knowledge that he was .a member· of the Rotary 
club bf Calgary, I wrote to the President of th;:1t 
club for more •information on• Jim .Davidson.·,:tte'Jn:.. 
formed. rire 'that Jim , Davidson al~ng,c wi\th' ·Col. 
Ralston of Halifax, • N<;>Va Scotia, was·:, responsible 

. for organising··. Rotary in AustraHa' 1ci.nd':'l'\liew,k:z.eaJand 
in , 1921 •• and • that Jim Davi:dsori; ;aiecQ@l'p~ffrecF by 
his. -wife Lillian and <:da.frghter:iJtv\a.l·o,•· • Jifat:tle,d·, 'on 
a • historic • voyage <in• ,192~,".~~c:()[iifQ. !p~0tRota'ry 
International,· :for. _ Rotar~r;e • ·.•.. • • • ;,era£ coun:.. 
tries '·in>:thef i l\i1id.dl(eJJtlia'. ··.•· "nh'<iln this 

• ~i!~f:r .~1{ 
1
;g:,1;t:t:a~ • • •• '

1
ffris Jife and 

·I 
! 

l also came . to know that Lillian· Davidson . published 
a series of travel articles in· THE ROTARIAN des­
cribing the experiences in various countries they 
visited and the problems encountered by • Jim in 
establishing Rotary in· these countries. The articles 
were1 later compiled into a book under the title 
MAKING NEW FRIENDS. At my request Marjory 
maoe • . xerox copies of portions relating to India 
and< forwarded·· to me. I utilised the information 
in writing the story of Rotary in India. _I was also 
informed that Lillian. was living with her daughter 
Marjory Abramson at Delta near Vancouver. 

After attending the Rotary International Convention 
in Houston, Texas in 1972, where my book was 
released by the then R. I. President Elect Roy 
D. Hickman ·l made ·a trip to Delta .to meet .Lillian 
_and Marjory .. · Accompanied by my wife Mary, r 
visited them 'and < spent a very delightful· evening 
remihisdrig over the Davidson· journeys ·;,for !Rotary 
extension. Lillian, 92, was then in ·a bed;;.ridden 
condition· following' art auto accident but her :memory 
was sharp. I pfes~nted her with"ra. copy of ,my book 
arid· she read! with interest the reference to Jim 
and herself in th'e bo_ok. She also posed for a photo"'. 
graph wi,th me and 'my wife. • 

From Delta I went to Calgary and attended • a meet­
ing of the Rotary club of Calgary in August 1972. 
That being·.· the time . of the Stampede • Festival a 
14rge _number of ·visiting Rotarians from USA and 
Carfada ... were· ·present at the m·eeting.' With the 
permtssion: . ot •• president George Russell Harrison, 
l ·address_e~··•,th~. club fOr a few minutes mentioning 
that I ca:the to•\Calgary on a holy pilgrimage to 
repay . the· ·•d~bt .. of >&)"a titude . of . Indian, Rotarians 
and • to off er·•··• homage .. • to a distinguished . member 
of that >club wh'b was responsible for 'early·· Rotary 
extension in India, . by ·1auriching the. Rotary clubs 
<>f Bombay, Delhi'and .Madras. l added that the seeds 
planted ·by Jim Davidsoh: ·ha::ve grown up well' and 
bl9ssomed forth arid that Rot~ry in ·India· has become 
a great force for g~od. I wa:s given a standing 
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ovation by the .,audienc:e and president George, .very 
much •: movec:I .• by Jriy . remarks 9n Jim Davidson,, 
thankecl me and said "hats. off to you" and presented 
me with his cow boy hat. I still cherish that grec).t 
moment. Many senior Rotarians, who knew. Jim 

, Davidson, pers,omHly, came to me ancl congratulated 
me for ·my ad1Glress~ .. · • 

In J 983 cl'1ring. rny stay in USA with my children 
in Wisconsin,<.,U.S.A., l was aware .that. Toronto 
was. getting • ready for . hosting the R.I. Convention. 
On being · convinced , that the services rendered 
by Jim Davidson' to Rotary had not received ade­
quate recognition ·I suggested that Toronto Con­
vention .was the right occasion to accord that, re-, 
cognition. My, SLl.ggestion was followed up by ,.two 
distinguished Canadian . Rotaria.ns • -:· ,Aubrey Oldham 
of Bracebtidge and Robbie Robinson of White Rock -
t°. the: Cotwention Chairman,· Tibor P. Gregor and 
with .the. approval of .R.I. President Hiroji Mukasa, 
the Special . Recognition o! James W. Davidson was 
i~cluded. in the Convention agenda. It was my pri­
vilege to attend the Convention and witness the 
presentation by _R.~. President Hiroji . of a .speciaJ 
plaque o~ ·· apprecic).t1on to Marjory /:\bramso!)., di:lJJ_gl;t­
ter of Jim Davidson, acknowledging: tl)e great ser,­
vices rendered by Jim to Rotary in a very solemn 
ceremony. 

I was in . regular correspondence wit'1 Marjory. 
When I • took • up the work of updating my book on 
Rotary in India I contacted her. again. She kindly 
offered to . place at my disposal all the letters, 
reports, ·· press cuttings, and · the Davcidson ,diaries 
covering:'.•their journey for Rotary •. I went. over,.t9 
!)elta !-in Jaruary . 1987 and·. spent one week, ·de.l:v:fng 
mto the tma·terJals so kindly ._pres,.ente9u10.,(pje ,by 
Q.er;, ;I,, w~s•,trnpressed .. ,a..ncl .. c1mazed Jfr ... th¢:c,c;le9Jf91ti9n _ 
of; ;.r:J:eim,:tDavJdson a.pd., ,the,: high,. es·t~em d,:n •. iwMlGb>be 

~1iif ~if ttiif~~{i~tti!!~f ii 
of this;". '&t~~?t- ;r~v~aled in the 

C :'.:' < ·;·; ·: -,~-:'.\~;!::?:>:'.' ,J~flT-~-':, ·- -, 

records and the letters of tributes influenced me 
profqundly and inspired me to try and tell the 
story . cf the life and work of Jim Davidson • for 
the • benefit of the many Rotarians who may • not 
be aware of his valuable contributions to- Rotary 
and for permanent record. I also hope that Jim's 
dedi<:ation ·' to the cause of Rotar:y will provide 
inspiration for Rotarians all over the world. 

In this book I would like to cover the life of. Jim 
Davidson from his schooling in Austin, Minnesota 
and in a military school near Chicago, his stint 
with Major James • Pond in New York, his North 
Pole expedition with Admiral Peary, his years 
in Formosa, his consular post which he resigned 
to ma~ry Lillian, ~is efforts to carry Rotary .to 
Australla and New Zealand in the company of 
Col. Layton Ralston, his endeavours as Hony. Gen­
eral Commissioner for Rotary Extension· in the 
Near and Far East, his glorious' return to Canada 
and his report to the Board of Directors of Rotary 
International, his death and funeral. Selected ex­
tracts of condolence messages received ·by Mrs. 
Davidson from Rotary leaders and Rotary clubs 
around the world are included. I also refer to and 
review the book MAKING NEW FRIENDS. Lillian's 
address at the Seattle Convention in 1932 TRAILING 
ALONG THROUGH ASIA is reproduced in full. 
A . brief account of the Davidson Memorial service 
at the Detroit Convention in 19 34 and the Special 
Recognition of Jim Davidson at Toronto Convention 
in 1983 are also featured. The book also contains 
the • impressions of daughter, Marjory Abramson, 
of her father. 

Ack~owledgements: I am deeply grateful to Mrs. • 
Maqory Abramson . for placing at my disposal the 
entire range • of materials covering Jim Davidson's 
travels fo_r. the proroo~ion of Rotary, preserved in 
good condition by _her, and .helping me to sort them 
out .and for taking copies of various letters, reports 
press dippings and other relevant records. I hav~ 
liberally drawn from these source materials for 
writing this story of Jim Davidson. I am also thank-
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ful to Matjory for ,giving her own irnpres_skm of 
her father for inclusion in the, book. I discussed 
this book project with Phil Lindsey, <?eneral Se<:re­
tary, Rotary International, and Willmon, White, 
Editor of "FHE,,ROTARIAN at Evanston and I am 
much ,obliged1 . to them for all encouragement and 
for. providing· additio_nal information. However all 
views expressed jn this, book, . except • for the ex-:­
cerpts _ which have been acknowle?ged, are my 
o.wn .. My;; ,thanks ·,are ;-also due to ~a 1endra K Sa_b?0, 
Past. R~V Oitec:tor, Rotary International, for wr.1tmg 
the f orewqt'c:I, to the book. 

ii Highlights of -Early Life of 
J i-m David son , 

I 

The eventful life of James W. Davidson was 
a saga .of epic dimensions. The careers of few men 
have encompassed the scope of rugged adventure 
and solid accomplishment that was Jim Davidson's 
.lot. Compared to him Marco Polo was only a com­
muter. -

Jim was born on June 14, 1872 at Austin, a Southern 
Minnesotan town._ : When he reached school age it 
was soon evident that he was not destined.-to become 
a brilliant student. With one exception, he indicated 
a marked lack of enthusiasm for ·the subjects on 
the curriculum. Indifferent to reading, · writing and 
arithmetic, h~ revelled in-. geography. From the 
earliest • of .his school .days- he was attracted by 
the lure of far-away places,, never to .become satis­
fied until he had visited many of . .them~ The horizon 
of --- his aspirations was far away,_ across the lands 
and across the seas •. Coast line. irregularities of 
Asia fascinated him:. Life. at : a military school 
near Chicago only honed his restlessness. 

Whet) only 18 years of age, he organised a theatre 
circuit of _which Au~tin Opera. -House,, then krnown 
as .the,,Davidson Op,era. House, was a unit. Success­
fµJ- .rnanage.rnent of several opera bookings in the 
Twin;-:. Cities -, aJtrac:cted the attention of his uncle, 
Mc;1,j0r Jarne,s" :.,Pond, a New York .impressario, and 
he· wire_d ;Jim :.:to. go over. to -New. York to discuss 
an . opening in . ,his organisation ... :Jim • went. Major 
Pond managed t.@e •· tours of .famous. people and 
young Jim becamer ac:quainted with many -.world 
figures including Ac!.n;tira1 , Peary. Admiral Peary 
who liked the way that,,Davidspn, handled the<details 
of his tour, selected him as a member of his 1894 
p9lar."'.exped~tion among rnor.e than 1500 applicants. 
1!he, ,dream of far away ptac;:es was being transformed 
in~c,,, r;e,~;lity., ,So it came. to pass that the man .who 



later w.as;Jo; 'toil on India's coral .strand, sp~nt 18 
months dh' Creehland's icy mountains. A bothersome 
foot, once frozen, often reminded him of a memor­
able 1300 mile dogteam • march over the great 
Ice Cap. After the expedition the relief ship brought 
news of the Chinese-Japanese war. Jim got friendly 
with . a- Br:ooklyh news. paper publisher on board. 
A .few months<later James W. Davidson was a cor­
respondent •·. fo,r • the New York Herald in Japan. 

Jim \Vas . .decorated with the Order of the Rising 
Sun by the Emperor . of Japan, in recognition of· 
the daring deed Jim· and two other men undertook 
to. sq,ve a. Formosan community fr9m mass murder 
by a> marauding:•.•jarmy of defeated, Chinese~ After 
the Japanese, :and Chinese made peace in 1905, 
Davidson continued · in Formosa . for , nine years, 
doing correspondent's work and learning 'Japanese, 
writing . a ·bool<s "Formosa, Pas'f and Present" which 
is , still considered · a standard ref er~nce book• and 
finally .joining the American Foreign 'Service.•-• The 
name of • James W ~- • Davidson figured from then 
prominently in the affairs of the ·Orient. He was 
later appointed . Consul General of Shanghai where 
he won praise from Presidents Mckinley and Theo­
dore Roosevelt. The latter commissioned him • to 
traverse the great province of Man.churia to • secure 
data for the United States government. Then the 
government loaned his services to Russia • fot -a: 
six>months surve-y:, of> ,the Trans-Siberian Railway. 

• He then suddenly · resigned from the consular ser­
vice. The_ reason was· his: meeting with attractive 
Lillian Dow of San Fransisco whom he met in Kobe, 
Japan.nThey ,were 'married and, in<1907, the couple 
returned .to North -America .and established residenc:e 
in.•, Calgary, Canada., -Western· Canada was'.'.boomil'fg 
and, to\ 'it went<the:, · ex;;;the~tre magnate, ,ex--eixplorer; 
ex:..newspaper man and. ex::;consuh 1'He :e cast' his,.fot 
with', the:cyot1tnful ,,€:ity'of Ga:Jgary aocli;as:~a:·coldnisa..'. 
tionragentbhe,,'ptos·p~red:;wittfl i·t:' •.. ,· •• .·_ \;i • :

1 '-''1 ••·• 
r • • 1:: re· ;·= r ·-,<::)~ ,::_.?,,.; ., }(/ ·- -

, lrt'. 19t4p\Jim>~joiAe<fl':f titre' ·catgary•:; Rb't'ary< club but 
for, ·some •titn~t,he: was' .1t6t ran ae'tive"rnernber, though 
p~rsonally J>'opt'ilar. '·:He! missed-' so·_ many ·meetings 

that he almost ·lost his. membership. The transforma~ 
tion from an attitude of indifference to Rotary 
lnternational's ambassador extraordinary must 
have re~ulted from a vision - an inspired revelation 
of the grea:t possibilities. of this , organisation to 
serve 1 .as a catalyst for the bringing about of co­
operation, understanding and • respect among the 
diverse peoples of the earth.. It was to this man 
that Rotary turned in 1921 for a1 companion to ' 
Col. Layton Ralston. of Halifax, Npva Scotia,.· for 
organisation work in Australia and New Zealand. 
The two men carried' the story of ~otary :, tp _Down 
Under. , Jim became: club president, district goyernor 
and in 1926 was -elected Director and Vice President 
of. •. Rotary International. In 19,28, R~tary .asked, 
him to. undertake the task of strengt!Jening th.e 
slend~r c:hain ,of. dubs that stret.ched betw~en Europ~ 
ahd Japan. • 

J.im and . Laytoq ~rganised clubs' at. Melbourne, 
Sydney, Wellington -;~nd <Auckland •. Together .. these 
two , meri planteq . the s~ed ~f B,otary in Australasia 
so weH Jhat;.-today there. are :a:bout 1300 clubs .and 
52000 rnembe.rs in,.th.e two~.,countries. }im, ancl. :Laytpn 
interviewed ewer, 150 Jeading me,n in th~se two 
countries., ·All int~rviews. w¢re by .previous appoint~ 
ment when possible, but not one was concluded 
under' an hour while many of them lasted three' 
or .f.ou_r , hours.: Qnly, four_ men , ou.t _of .. the on~ l;lLtnd_red 
andJJfty ,intervie\Ved,. fail~d t~ _ je>in R,gtary. 

It-: should, be; ,rememb~red-. that' the . movement' was 
~ot_ •• :kOQWfl,~i,p;~~Jii~!l~.re 'an.f,'~, !he, ',Ai#tcu{tie~ ,.,•.~ere 
m~Jil:Y;-Iu·.n-.i~w· ':Z~~!~,~<J~rs \ ~nd1 :. A4ssJes,,:,J1ad stran,ge 
icl~a~~ apgµt ti}~,.:- :B@,tc:t.r:x.~\Slt ;c,W~S .)abeUE~d,x:~S cl,. radif~~ 
q1:;gatiisatA~n,,:,hY,1,t!°l~b§Q,i;l~,~rxa tiy1~s •• ar;id,, a ~9,nserva ~i,y~ 
moyerp~nt :;byi, t!1Cr,,14!'mc1,d,ka,l§.-,;,lt,,,\\:7aS····,, al&<?;, repprted 
tq be a-,..irMong, t~OJl?~f~:n<;~iier;gar\i,§ati9n, ,SQ[le, t9ir;ig 
thi:l:t may,,.·:so111e payi,:Jf~P~!Ye:,1t,b.~_;,A,µssi~ of h_is b~~,r.; 
llL,s6· happened th,i;l{, 4¥.'2,@h .J~.,Fll~ton, .. ; ~as .cl- :totaJ 
absitain.er. ;Even Jimls'. tas:t,es, fQro ;intoxicants we.re 
llrtiit~l::. in ,, variety .. · a~c( _.· 'ex~¢,~dir{g~)(' m9d~raJ~ in 
c:l~~{ie, bt1t ~c~u,s,e,. ofi.,.Layton's .sfri<;L adher:enfe 
to:\r!g}s~,>P.~~;tine.ncei which, haA. b~i'm s.q9t~~or:PY _ -:tl;i.e 
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brewing ''interests, jf A(Jstraiia, Jim: h~d on ;oc~a~ 
sions found it,,,fiecessary to accept liquid hospitality 
when' he would much sooner have pref erred to 
pass ,it· up. '<In 'later years Jim, in his humorous 
manner and>with a twinkle in his eye, used to· quote 
that :as ;an exaffiple bf hardship he had to suffer 
for' Rotary. • • •• • 

" 
That ,JH:n and Layton did a swell job is now well 
knch\Tn. As''0to·Jirh's Share fn that mission thefollow­
inW" ~xt:f:act''"ffo(n, ,the letter of l:,ayton Rals_ton. to 
Lillian CJ?>avi'dso,f, on Jim's death is ample evidenc~­
R.efoenfo:~rlng ... :th.e wonderful t~ip' on ~nveritur~" 
wherf ?Jifn. anof h1e 'pl~nrled their attack. on Austra.lasia 
he wrote·, ;,,l,ll'f • was then •that l really got to know 
Jlffi . and''·realise''·what consecratiorf ·to a . job really 
rrl'ea.nt/ r hatl''':·stcl.rted off light -'heartedly for a trip 
and more incidentally tell our friends 'Down' Under' 
about Rota.ry, but he was . going to carry . tQ th~m 
something' n~w and·:{ine~ ,arid he was··· l~oi~g ·to see 
that they uhderstooff. what it • ·was - 'arid .. ·· valued 
it - and lived it _;, as he .did. There was. no "take 
it or leave it'' in ttie approach he planned. It Wc.lS / 
"take it ..:. keep· it "'" use • it" and ·1 'learned more 
of'" RotiirY' in those thr'ee weeks. with him on the 
boat> than in n"fy ·whole· eight years' membership 
previously"., • ' 

; • ,· • ,'~·>)t ;.; 

ln 19'28' when • R.otary,<InternationaV was in' dfre>'need 
of some one ·ltcf (uider:fake the ta'sk bf organising 
Rotat'y clubs across the . continent . of Asia from 
Europe' '16 Japan;' RU•~ turned to: ]im Davidson. 
Jim'·s . exc::~·pti,ona'.}ly'''~suH:a.ble q';ialif ica;tions ':for the 
fas'~. Was 1•··'expresse?! by,·· Ek.·· '.'Crawford Mc~uHoiligh" 
Wffo··.···.said· f'He'has·· dori~,•a. grea.f··servke,.·119w3 .gtieat 
wl'iif,tpe'rh'a:ps_ :ne\ie'r I?e' /:n,e·asured -: '.'!1d'. · ; ~ i~f1"~il!fii!i~'~; 
is":'>:itfiif'. 1m6sY1: mdd~st. 1 mah~'., Perhaps'. if<.;Rotary:3s:t,~'o: 
''6H~t-se1ir~h1iik' •tft1ef~wer1c1sove·r;;,,;sheJnwoaldil·· rt@vef 
~-"·",~' f

1
i" ff fn •··'·"' •• T¥1

;• f·"'c:Jes~ip1Ef'1that11··she1-.-·neec1ec1 
iSl-~1;fi1~u7\\):6rk1;z1hW!i:rl!'~;~~itrI··arrff1;~cff';TEafs,irt Jfier~ 
ar'e'"ho::.:ratft~f<•lehc>'ws1· tha:I-t3.sr knowC9f,:9ju!t ·~1n<"er,1im 
o~vfci~16Ji;biRil .• ~~rg~na:1)tf'. fJ:f 7qistinc'tlf\ a,rfd: . ·· ef.ltrr~l y 

, ..... ~·-·"l'· 'cf'"'"<; c,n"~ .,.., _, "-+~·- ":lt:'1.,;,o>·-,;.' ·:••,,;; i"1"'c'J~¢'i',: ~,., :\• d',' ;;.:I'"'' . 'l'M."':',.-;;.. "'l'.."·'• ..... ~"'<oµ. ., ·+:, •J""i ,,:,•-~". '. his"'-toWn''''·ana,,-n. 1s,,-,,~n"•''•q ":·cong ome~a•.:e-' ,_ ••.·s.eer,· 
p'6lhiaiii.h,r:'sfio*· '.ffi~l)l,; a1l~~ntli~e'r1'· w,ttif€f~f 7pf.tilosophe'r; 

incorrigible youth and go-getter. And it t~ok the 
whole reportoire to succeed. Indeed, I believe he 
succeeded where no one else could ha ve11• T_he 
journey took 32 month~ a!1~ during that. tim~ Jim 
interviewed over 2000 mdiv1duals personally, mter­
viewecl them in lands where Rotary was not k~own, 
but once again he was able to report ~hat_ prac_t1cal~y 
every interview was suc:ces~f ul. His Jour!lies .. ~n 
Asia alone covered 12000 miles. • By the time his 
task was accomplished his health was failing se­
riously .. 

According to Jim, Rotary's great ~trength is_ th~t 
it has· something else to· keep it gomg, to mamtam 
an interest aside from its main objective. There 
is 'some thing - the breaking • of_ bread t~gether, 
the • •possible contact with Rotarians of · diff~.rent 
nationalities,. the addresses, the appeal to service -
that seems to keep a Rotary club going and in­
variably make it a success. 

One can see the reason for his doggedness in seeing 
his job througtr in· this exierpt • from • :f11i5. leUer: 
''Orie w0riders< if the Western world reahses the 
importance of the Middle Asia' countries ~ith their 
500 • million people, who are yearly b~commg m?re 
articulate 'and who, if once united m antagom.sm 
to the white, man, would possess power for harm 
to him which would ·be most serious~ I sincerely 
believe that -here is - a most impdrtant • field for 
Rotary service. . ... ·It seems to me a duty incumbant 
oh :me ttr carry ·on''. • • • .. '., . ··... ' '-,-. 

Jirn had; ;two 't>t- :· three different hobl:>ies,' his pipe 
organ• his"'b'oat, :the· ,_,;Y\tta Gir:l' 'ahd -fravelling cirdi's. 
With 'Jim cifcUses'' 1were ·'a ';pass~ori' arid' from hi~ 
early childhood to his death,) 'he' never missed a: 
sing!~ one that ca.~e_,his~war• .~e was• kriown _to 
a.rid loved by _all ,circus folk. He ,·would stay-. with 
them and eat• wit}) :the;ipe'i:-formers and on occasJons 
taike patt'' in the"ipa/rad_e ,with_ them. He ·_re.~~iri~o. 
a' boy,•at heart ,aff'hfs 'fifE;"arid whe11."tne:·circ~s 
callie···to: .. t6wn <•ffim'·madei,nd•effott 'to hide ·fas 
af:f~cfron f<:>r thiilse . strange' people.; 'That; his' fe'elings 
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were recognised,· and: . reciprocated is evide,pt by 
a . most unusual incider:it . that took place a year 
or· so after Jim passed away. One of America's 
largest. three ring ,ci_rcuses was playing in. Vancouver 
an~:I one lpvely s.ummer's morning. a large percentage 
of the ci,rcus; personnel made their way to the Ocean 
View Cerr,ietry,, ancf ttiere on the steps of the Abbey 
where .. Jini's re!Tlains lie, held a solemn and peautiful 
memorial service .. Soft sacred music was played 
by the •ci;rCL!S.J~ncl as .a short service was reverently 
conducted. Midgets,' freaks and acrobats, lion-t.amers 
and clowns were all there,· and with heads bowed, 
p;:tused for,,,c:1; :,few::brief. m.9r:nents to pay respect 
to>. tt:ie ;,i;nemor;y,,of a t:ran they kne\V. and respe~ted. 

Jim;s •. ;-,b~:at,. ,"tb~ :_,'}tt; ;Girl'!, D~ kept ,on ·K~~tenay 
Lakes' and 1,those wl)9,c;wer,e ,priviJeged to be guests 
of the.,. Davidsons ,were .indeed• fortunate. Jim. was 
a perfect h()st ·ancl be. t~ok delight in·· entertairiJp:g 
people. 

J.im was passiol')c1.tely fond of music, and was tb.e 
proud, owner, o( a very fine pipe organ. It was in:­
stalled. in hi.s '1')Usic room. Jim could play the instr.JJ­
ment himself, quite, w,~H, but he also had,a Hbrc1.ry 
of perforated .. rolls com'1')qnly, u.sed on player pfanqs. 
Jim's ,o_rg~n •;was equipped to _play these and 'he 
wo_µld sit a,t .. _the console, -put. on ttis> favourite roUs 
oi;:-. ,more: likely pis guest's favourite rolls: and then 
manipulate tlw stops to his heart's conte11t.. _ 

R~flecting • over • his !if~ Jim Da.vidson said -. that 
the, most interesting chapter of his varied Hie 
W..:!-:5:t with ; f\gl,l)i,ral Pear;y, the most,- Jrying , with 
tile- (;:}",lil}~~l~:,an,~ Japan,ese armies,. as. a, .Qewsc'_corres,. 
p9ndent, + bµt the, i:po~t satisfying'. :,the ,yeci,rs, spent 
f.pr ~<)ta,:;y il)-tpe J;ast!;: , ,- . • • 
:'·.·j' ·(.':"<_i-'(f;.1. ;:.;~:,//· ) . - '.~ '.<, ~·~,Y(-';:-~.\ -~ i(/ _,,; .. ;(', :/;··.,,; 

\ni Apr:il: '"19.:ll,,,; ,1.,Jim, fl1i;1P~r h~~> !;~PC?(:! t~ the )3oar;d 
of, , Qir eqJ:ors 9f ,tth~ ,,J}5>,f,ci,~y. Ir:i;t~ti1~tJigna,:b, ~l;t~,, st.r,ain 
of .. J:~!~c;)o~g< ve>ycig~ ·~:~~.: . .RoJ~fM):;an9{ h~$1i h~.t9J work 
to,ld/;.on ,,fas ,,health ,and; ~he ,became.-1a,:.sick. man., In 

: . ,., .J~·.,, ,, •• :.~.":· \~·,,,,,):·?-"..~,:I..·.:-:::~,' ·:.:i .. _--~ ~ ,.:;;~,_ .. ·_;,,._ ;,·; . - ." 
spite ,,··9~ 9Jl • ·~0t''.' t~n9er;:i£'1a;re,,-!_,~:i1d;n t\G>.&piti:1,Hsai;i.0.r:1 
he passe,d on<19n ,.(,~µ!y,,.,l~ti11.~:3r,3~"2'.!34t -h,e ,hcls l~ft 

the impression of his dym;1.mic' personality on the 
minds and hearts of many • people through out the 
world. He was loved and respected by both the 
great and t.he lowly wherever his influence pene­
trated. 
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iii ,,Carrying AOtary ,to Australtsia 

The idea of extending Rotary to Australia 
and New Zealand has been growing and shaping 
itself for some~. years in the minds of those who 
have concerned , themselves with the growth of 
Rota'ry outs}de North Americ?. There ~ad ~een much 
c9rresponden~e with prospective Rotarians ifl _Austra­
lia but not until.. the year 1921 was a defmite plan 
of· organisation worked out with the idea that the 
Canadian Rotary clubs should play a large _part 
in this extension w.ork. The plan was submitted 
to the Canadian Advisory Committee which with 
whole-hearted, enthusiasm promised the support 
of the Canadian Rotary clubs, agreed to nominate 
two commissioners arid share in the financial burden 
of the undertaking. Things began to move rapidly 
from th~s point. 

On March 1, 1921 Col. Layton Ralston, President 
• of Halifax Rotary club and James W. Davidson, 
Past President 'of Calgary Rotary club, armed with 
credentials from the Board of Directors of Rotary 
International, as Commissioners to Aus~ralia a~d. 
New Zealand, commenced their lopg tnp on this 
important assignment, leaving San Francisco on 
the steamer "Ventura". 

i.,ayton and Jim met in San Francisco ~or the first 
time. Jim wrote appreciatively about his co-work~r 
'.fn the ROTARIAN November/1921 as follows: "The 
exped.~nc~ of four mOf!~hs of close_ assodati9p, wi1h_ 
him<pr.oyep, a .great privilege and will always rema~n 
a mighty • pleasant -memory. He worked alone m 
Wellington, practic::aHy, 5,0 in S~dn~y, an~ the success 
.of ou('trip wa.s· !~r.:gel~ o,,ue t?)Hs ~ff9rts. • 

After getting ;~~quafnte<:l Jfrh the pa~serigers in 
that 21 ,· day trip, Jhey tr,ied ou,t • Rotary' on the 
pa~~engers, to find, 'o_frf ,.what appea} wpuld be most 

effective. For, although Rotary was well knownin 
America .and· England there was hardly any know­
ledge of Rotary activities among people living in 
that remo/te part of the world. This experience made 
them appreciate the diUiculties which any one fa,­
theril'ilg a,n unknown movement in a virgin territory 
is likely · to encounter and .realise. that their task 
would. not he an . easy. one. Australia then . was a 

-land :plentifully supplied with clubs and organisations 
of, many kinds - a country where, out door life is 
appreciated to .· the fullest extent~ Further more, 
to follow) the Rotary principle the members should 
be leaders in, .. their l:>usiness or profession, meant., 
in cities nearing the • million mark • such as Sydney 
and Melbourne, getting in _touch with leading. business 
and professional men, well known throughout the 
coljntry. Such , .. men. are invariably approached to. 
join this or th9 t or to assist this. or that moveme11t. 
They wondered'. what• .reception would .· two strangers 
from across the, sea, receive in- the, large cities in 
their _endea,yqur~ to': foist s,qme r:ent•lrely new, move­
merit••· ·•O!il Jhe QOr:TTffil.inity,; ,M!ith i'i only, ,,;two,. or,, three 
wee!<~ . in eacp: city to accomplish 1:he task. Austra­
lia )s :. a great /continent of c;tbout the • sfze .of the 
United States .and. equiiJ to al:>out three-fourths .the 
area of all Europe. From San. J;'randsco they .tra­
velled aboµt 7000 miles of Pacific in • reach,ing 
Sydn~y i.n 21 days .. 

Austral\a is unlque_ with. its native vegetatign. quite 
diffe.rent,,Aroni that of other lands,• 'its . .fauna cer,­
tainli, mq~i:;gistipct. A4straHa is ~vceri' q4ite unl1~e 
N~~;?e<;3J~~9 • ;\Yhich is -only ::four; .Jla,y,s. distant .. .-' by 
s;t.~:ctwer. ,1;/\1,!,&J.r:a,Uc!.'S ,"agricultural, \,¾~alth com~~ 
la;t;g~Jy ·• f,rqw;,:cii, P9.rt1Pc1-fsltive.ly narroW; belt extending 
aJ9ng. it:s: ,.~no~th; e_a:SJ,•;;ar:td, ::s.ou1b ~a.,st sides and a, 
§V!P·· on-J!:}<e.·$OUtt~1,:,~~st P9cl(St>~1ilR ,ifL.this· corTlpara:-, 
;t,!Y,~!Y lim,ited.,.t~,i;f;i11i!flY' ,,u~~s:I :·1·ft.4stralia1s· .. five, ,,a.n_d 
ba,lt. i:nilljon, peopJe~: Thertk i~ PHt..,)i;t;tlce development 
~.\§,~Where. , /\ustrali~ , w~.~' ·a;; lapd<1 ~f, · grea,t and varied 
r~~()lJrC~S wi:th larg~,,:e?('p<>rJs :c;>f, woolt mutto(),; beef 
€1119 dairy. produ<;:ts, miqer-a~s, ... wh~.at,,, flour and 
s~ins, .. ,;;Jim,s ' .. and Layton's :plan was, to organise 
cJµ~i;,·;:in, Syd11~y :· and Melboy;rne and. fr<;>frl • th~se 



centres. the- ·mo,~emeAt •·•· ~ould be extended, there 
appearing to, be· some twenty cities in which Rotary 
could flourish~ , 

They arrived in Sydney oh March 22, one of the 
world's greatest commercial ports and the metro­
polis ·:of: Australia. The Easter holiday season was 
on/t>As it was scarcely an opportune time they 
decided •• · to proceed to Melbourne and institute 
the 'Hrst dub there. Splendid letters of encourage­
m:eRt reached tnem at Sydney from many British 

• .dubs, which were helpful in their·. efforts. Before 
going to Melbourne they spent two days in a hasty 
survey of Sydney's outstanding attractions: Sydney's 
wonderful harbour and zoo~ • 

Melbourne was the.,,temporary capital· of Australia 
and was: substantially built with plenty of fine 
buildings. It had-many well kept: ·parks with luxuriant 
flowers and trees. Some • publicity .in the local press 
relative to their,: mission brought several>: enquiries 
and they possessed a number ·of letters of introduc­
tion. They first made • careful enquiries regarding 
the standing of various prospects'{ for a false step 
at the .inception would have beeh disastrous in 
later interesting' the, right'.' type ·: of members. The 
first calls ::were· made• on Si'r John Monash, Com­
mander-in-chief • of the • Australian forces during 
the War, Frank Tate,: State ,Director of Education 
and Prof. Osborri'e' of Melb6Lirne· .. University. They 
also had calf§ from. E.R. Peacock and ,Sydney Stott, 
both' of whom> •were familiar with' •Rotary and • re­
ceived 'arr . encouraging note • from E. Fred • 'RyaU 
who· ·also had · heard oL the • movement. · Another 
person oh Whom'they called ·was:·J~A. Hoyd;pregident 
of -the Chamber Of Commerce who• offered' his ' . ., •.• . 

assistance. Meanwhrle • IJ~H. • Rti"ss; ':Cana:dfofru Tra'de 
Cornrn'i~sionerL :afrd•hThorrib!s ·'San'lm'ohs '..,~:tfas;:. Cbnsul • • • • . " .. . . • ,. . ,' ... . . ? ', ·"'• : . : . . 
Genefafi"' who had been a.· member 'of. 1Snangnai ,,Riotary 

'• . • ' ,· . :, . . . • " . '. . . • • " .• .. • . . . . . . . . . . . • 

dliEr···we.re: a)sc:,:.;,lhte·res't'~d/ Ori·: April;l?·they, brought· 
togethef > '.a:s' . gi:i~sts . at ... ,:Jul)ehe:o~·-ftrye. ••• '. FeaI 'J:>i()i'ieers 
of. the 'iirst;jR<otarr··t'luO:. t:)f Adstfal'ia~ Prof~ w •. A~ 
o. sborne' JlA.i;Boyd·',fia.rry·< B~ Lee:r:,H.W~ Osborne 

.• .. , . ' ', ., .... ,.,.,.., : ........ ,,.:., ... , ... , . :, .•·. ..-! ... ! .. •: . " •'. : . ' 

E:R. peacock, 'D.H; Rdss/'Fre·d·Rya'll/ Sydiiey Stott, 

Sir Robert Gibson; Harold Clapp and Ernest O'Sulli ... 
van. Those present had already heard the st~ry 
of Rotary but the luncheon provided the opportumty 
of further developing the idea and the_ M~lboume 
gentlemen to individually express their interest. 
The success of Rotary in Australia seemed assured. 
Meahwhile they received • a • cable from Ches Perry 
to see Mr. Harold Clapp, Chairman, State Board 
of Railway Commissioners, who during his stay 
in Columbus, Ohio, was a member of the club there. 
He introduced to · them Sir Robert Gibson, Coal 
Controller who later arranged for them to meet 
six leadi~g manufacturers representing different 
lines. , The Melbourne organisation luncheon was 
held on April 21 at Scott's Hotel _in _w~ich 32 c~a~ter 
members all of whom had been md1v1dually solicited 
participa~ed in this,_ the first Rotary meeting . to 
be held in Austraha. They were all outstand~ng 
men in the big city in their bu.sin_e~s o_r prof ess1on 
and covered a wide range of class1f1cat1ons. Lay~on 
and Jim adopted the policy fron:' s~art ?f placmg 
before each gentleman the obligation m· Rotary 
in 'detail and· these responsibilities appealed to 
these gentlemen . in Australia and New Z~al~nd 
strongly. The preliminary and permanent orgf'msat1~n 
meetings were combined. Professor Osborne, P_res1-
dent of· the Professional Board of Melbourne Umver­
sity, because of . his undo~bted quc3:lities of mind 
and heart and his great - mterest m Rotary was 
elected the first president and Harold Clapp· accep-­
ted the office of Vice President. Fred Ryall was 
named treasurer . and Walter A. Drummond was 
appointed secretary at a later datE:· Walter was 
among the first Australians to. ~~quire of R~t~ry 
Internatioanl regarding the poss1b1hty of orgamsmg 
Rotary _in his homeland. 

A few days later Layton went on to Sydney to 
commence operation there and Jim Davidson went 
to the hospital. Jim wa .. s able to brief the club 
about the duties of 'various committees, the proce­
dure to be followed • in the election of memb~rs 
and. other details. It also gave him an opportun_1ty 
of.· developing a close friendship with Dr. Julian 

17 



Smith, his Physician. The · doctor refused to take 
any payment for his service. 

Layton carried strong letters from Melbourne Ro­
tarians to good prospect_s. in Syd~ey and thus the 
work there was much facilitated. Sir H_enry Bradd~:m, 
Sir:· T. Edge.worth David, Claude Rea~mg,. Frederick 
G. Sargood, William Vicars _an~ ~aJor A.J. Arnot 
all attended at Layton's mv1tat1on, a luncheon 
on May 5th. The . inaugural luncheon . was held on 
May 16th at which 33 charter i:1embers were pre­
sent. Sir Henry was elected president, Pr?f• Arthur. 
E. •· Mills, vice president . and B.R. Gelllng, hony. 
secretary. The Melbourne Rotary clu~ had sent 
three of their members to represent 1t and Rtn. 
Reginald J. Coombes of Calcutta, India was· also 
present. • 

Layton then went on to We~lington, New. Zealand, 
arriving there on May_ 23rd._ Jim s!ayed on m Sydney 
to assist the new officers m gettmg the club under 
way. He again spent some time in . the. hospital 
and proceeded to .Auckland. As their ti;11e ·was 
limited . they decided to work separately m these 
two, the largest New Zeal?'nd cities. These . were 
the logical points from which Rotary would later 

· spread. 

There is< a common misconception that Austral~a 
and New Zealand closely resemble . each 9ther m. 
appearance and that the people ~ould b~ identical 
in speech and customs. In reallty one would be 
struck by .the great difference in the. scenery and 
topography. The people generally use an. accent 
and pronounciation . qui~e. diff7rent. New Zealand 
is an independent, dommion with no governmental 
aff ifiation with Australia, in any respect. The two 
countries are 1200 miles apart. 

New Zealand consists of the Northern Island and 
the South island both volcanic in formation,. and 
a small one still further· south called 5tewart .Islaryd. 
The "plains and do~ns of New ~ealand ate extremely. 
rich. • The outstantu:ig. natural feature of South Island 
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is the mountain range known as Southern Alps 
above which dozens of peaks stand out prominently 
including Mount Cook, reaching a height of 12349 ft. 
Dairying sheep and stock raising and fruit growing 
are among the important industries. Wellington, 
situated at • the South end . of North Island' is the 
capital city and an important shipping port. 

In both the cities Layton and Jim Davidson followed 
the same procedure of organisation as in Australia. 
Layton. made his first calls in Wellington with such 
success that .on May 27th, less than a week after 
his arrival,. he was able to bring together at a 
preliminary luncheon the following gro1,1p of represen-' 
tative citizens: James H.B. Contes, D.H. Ewen, 
A.F. Harper, J.B. Mac Ewan, W.H. Morton, Alex F. 
Roberts, c.c. Odlin and W.D. •• Stewart. Charles 
C. Odlin who had been entertained by the Rotary 
clubs of Vancouver and Seattle spoke to his fellows 
convincingly of t)is impressions of Rotary.· An organi:" 
sing committee was formed. The inaugural luncheon 
was held at the YMCA building on 7th. June and 
33 charter members were present. Alex F. Roberts 
was selected• as President, Charles c. Odlin secre­
tary and Ernest W. Hunt treasurer., A native Maori, 
obtained by the club, presented Layton . with • a 
'mere' (native weapon). in commemoration of Rotary 
in New Zealand. • 

. Auckland is in the Northern part of New Zealand 
and is the largest city in New Zealand. It • is · an 
important shipping and distribution . centre and 
is· picturesquely located. Jim reached Auckland 
on May 30th •. A cable from Ches Perry intimated 
that George· Fowlds, a late minister of education, 
would be interested in, organising a dub, in Auckland. 
He w<;1.s a highly respected. member .of the community 
and was familiar: with·Rotary dubs· in USA. He 
had obtained • literature· from . International head-­
quarters, was most enthusi9:tic and 'at ,an informal 
meeting had discussed • Rotary with a number of 
friends. Charles Rhodes, an outstanding business 
man also rendered invaluable aid. Others who at­
tended, a preliminary organising committee were: 
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Prof. Segar R:A.. Laid low, , H. 1. Merritt and W .B. 
Leyland. After two , enthusiastic meetings with 
this committee, to. save time, an invitation was 
issued in the names of the committee to 48 leading 
business and professional men who had been selected 
as most desirable representatives of their respective 
vocations, and their names were all mentioned 
in the notice of invitation so that each might know.· 
the class of· meri who were asked to • partcipate. 
In; the meantime Jim had personal conferences, 
as many as time would allow, with prospects given 
in the list so that on June 2nd when the luncheon 
was held •• 20 :of, the 42 who attended had already 
accepted the : Rota,ry ··. idea. Jim spoke during the 
luncheon explaining the ideals and purposes • of 
Rotariy and' answered questions. , At the close of 
the luncheon .. 40 of the 42 present announced their 
desire to become" members. Finally at the inaugural 
luncheon, on June ·13 there were fifty charter mem­
b:ers. •. George Fowlds was selected President, Charles 
Rhodes, Vice· President, Harry T. Merritt secretary 
and V .J. Larner treasurer. 

In, considering the appeal which Rotary made, the 
outstanding feature that they most frequently re­
ferred to ·was the. advantages of; international mem­
bership. They all appreciated and were . glad of 
the power of Rotary to promote friendly relations 
between all parts; of the English speaking world. 
On June 15th they·, sailed for home, arriving July 
4th in Vancouver. Layton and Davidson went ·to 
'Australia,· naturally strong • advocates' of Rotary. 
-Y:hey returned quite inspired by what they·, had 
learnt thereof its true worth. Rotary was never 
stihjected to a greater test. With no previous ·know"­
ledge· of the movement,· with no pressure • from 
friends .· already members, as occurs in countries 
wher:¢'. Rotary is established "' therefore with no 
spedal desire to give it w~lcome, Rotary ~as 
presented, to 150 leading men m the two countries 
and 1not 1found wanting. 
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iv Rotary Extension,.... 
The Middle -East 

/ 

. On August 23, 19_28 the Duchess of Athol 
sailed from Montreal. On board were James w. 
Davidson, his wife, Lillian Dow Davidson and their • 
daughter, Marjory. Hony. General Commissioner 
of _Rotary International, Jim Davidson, and his 
fam!lY were starting ,on mission for Rotary extension 
lastmg for nearly three years, a journey that was 
to remake the map of Rotary. 

. TURKEY: Constantinople, now . officially . known 
as Istanbul, was their first objective and it was 
reac;:hed by train from Paris. Turkey was being 
transformed by the great refor,ms initiated by Mus­
tapha Kemal. The dress of the people, chang~d­
The _fez was. gone for good. The old complicated 
Arab_1c was replaced by th_e Roman alphabet. The 
Tu_rk1sh woman, rushed out of the harem and the 
veil was no longer seen. The new Turkish. woman 
inteHigent and progressive, knew how to • dres; 
smartly. They .parade the streets, go to the movies, 
dan~e at,. the cabare~s and do generally as girls 
do m Western countries anywhere. Jim's first task 
wa~ . to obta~n official approval 1for Rotary. An 
off1c1,al permit was required and without. it no 
definite advance could be made. He decided to 
meet 'the•. Minister of the Interior· stationed , at 
Angora, the new capital. He went t~ere with ~ost 
ii:npressive. d9cuments, including .a letter ·of introd,uc­
t1on from,, t.he J;ru\dsh embassy in. Washington, .state­
n:ients abo~t,R8,tf)-rX of._ two kings, tbr,ee presidents, 
five or six : prerrpers., a , ,dozen cabinet ministers 
a~d. an appeal~ng letter from a. Jorrner Hungad~n 
mm1ster of fmance. He presented them to . ,His 
ExceHency ShukrL Kaya Bey,. a genial, cultured 
gentleman speaking English fluently. He asked 
n:iany questions which Jim answered to his satisfica­
tlon. He then went over Jim's list of a dozen Turks, 
marking the ones, he recommended to help with 
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the movement. 

He spoke in a friendly way and assure~ him that 
he would assist in any manner to brmg Rota~y 
to Turkey. Jim went back to Istanbul an_d for six 
weeks worked hard making calls and holdmg meet­
ings .• Irr his heart he knew that Rotary would be 
an ideal medium for bringing about ~he much ne~ded 
contact with the outside world, that !ur~ey _m1~ht 
be• better Lmderstood. Jim succeeded m mterestmg 
a,•. group ·of ·•. Turkish gentlemen, had many pleas~nt 
meetings with them but could·_. not. go ahead with 

. the actual· organisation as the necessary government 
permit had • not come and secon_dly as Turks d9 
not like to rush things through. With the knowledge 
that many countries were on his itin~rary_ he h_ad 
to move. However he made some splendid f nendsh1ps 
while in Constantinople including Sherif Bey, Pre~ect • 
of Police. He finally but reluctantly felt obliged 
to'. say farewell to his. new Tu_rkish . fri~nds but 
promised to return to finish the organisation work 
if the permit was soon granted. 

The Turks felt that they h~ve. been treated badly 
by many western nations· and by many we~tern 
people in the past who wearing ~h_e mask ~f !nen~­
ship' but ever intent on expl?1tmg them. m one 
way or another~ Jim went with the belief that 
he made Rotar'y well : known among .. the people, 
that it is being favourably talked abo~t by the 
people and. the press' and that he has laid a good 
foundation for future .efforts. 

A THENS: Their next stop was At~ens •. ?~. arrival 
in the city, Jim, as a Rotary start1~g p~1-nt_, ~ailed 
upon ooth. the Br~tish . a_':d American .• M~msters. 
He was cohcentratmg mamly . on the natives so 
that the : neW' • club when formed will' have greater 
influence. The first call was . on Veniz~los, at that 
trme the Prim;e Minister of Greece~ He Was most 
friendly and he expressed his_· interest in R<?ta_ry • 
He 'went over 'the· list ·of names ~nd was sat1s~1ed 
that· the list contained bbth Rpyalists and Vemze-_ 
lists. The Royalists Were' composed • of capable 
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aristocrats, members of the very best families 
of Greece and have a strong following. 

The Venizelists, some times ref erred . to as Re­
publ~cans, are made up largely of professional 
and business men, but many of them came from 
some of the outstanding Greecian families and 
as • a . political party • dominated the situation. Jim 
formed a committee of seven Greek gentlemen 
to help him with the organisation. At the first 
luncheon 32 were present. Jim felt proud of Rotary 
at 'the first committee meeting as two men "". Petro-­
cochino and Dragoumis • - hostile to each .• other 
and who have not spoken for many years got to­
gether,. smiled and shook hands and talked in a 
friendly way. In addition to the hostility between 
the Royalists and the Venizelists there .• was the • 
financiaJ situation. The siesta habit was mentioned 
as one of the obstacles to a Rotary luncheon. Nearly 
everyone is accustomed to lunch at home followed 
by an afternoon nap. The stores were closed • and 
the city was asleep until 3 P.M. and many gave 
this as predicting failure. However the organisation 
meeting was held on December 14, 1928 with Spiro 
Loverde, who was a rare combination of culture. 
and busirtess acumeri and President of the Banque 
Populaire; one of Athen's leading financial institu­
tions, as president. Greece after thirteen years 
of almost continuous warfare was faced with a 
serious problem of one million five hundred thousand 
Greek refugees, or one-fourth of her total popula­
tion cast upon her shores. However the Greek people 
them:selves came valiantly to the rescue. 

EGYPT: <Jim and :,family then. proceeded to Egypt 
by ship to Alexandria and from· tpere by train to 
Cairo. On arrival there Jim contacted Mr. Martin 
and Mr. Todd who had tong been awaiting his arrival 
and were re·ady for the .official organisation meeting. 
Cairo is an important· point for· Rotary being the 
logical centre for Rotary in Egypt, Palestine; Syria 
and Iraq~ For several years it had been the hope 
of Rotary Internation?l to see Rotary in· Cairo and 
more than one attempt was made for its formation. 
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Becaus~ of the holiday season being on Jim had 
difficulty in getting 1n touch with prospects. On 
January 2, 1929 however§ he was able to hold -~n 
official organisation meeting with R. Clare Martm, 
Manager- of Shell Oil Company as president and 
W.R. Todd ·of Thomas Cook and Son as Hony Secre­
tary. Ther:e were 22 charter members. Subsequen~ly 
the .club grew steadily wi_th 35 members repres~ntmg 
H1-· different nationalities. The Cairo club 1s es­
pecially ,interesting for perhaps in _no o~her in ~otary 
has so international a membership. Jim considered 
other· possible' prospects of Egypt for Rotary were 
Alexandria, Port Said, Tanta, Mansura, ~suit and 
Assuan. 

JERUSALEM: It is a twelve hour journey from 
Cairo to Jerusalem by train against 2 1/2 hours 
by • air. As the passage by air was booked solid 
for one full month they went by train. Dr. Edward 
Wicher, a member of the Rotary club of San • Ah;_ 
selmo; California, with whom Jim had previous 
correspondence was there and in six . or seven months 
of his stay had done some fine spade work pre­
paratory to organising a Rotary club in Jerusalem. 
After some ten days. of intensive work, Dr. Wicher 
and Jim succeeded in establishing , a club and hold • 
the organisation meeting _ on January 22. There 
were many • problems. Business . and professional 
men were almost non-existant. While there was a 
co_nsiderable British community the members of 
it, were-· nearly all confined to government service. 
Trade· was in the hands • of bazaar type of Arab, 
Syrian or illiterate Jew, men not at all .suitable 
for Rotary. The club was started with one to two 
Jews and Arabs and some tw,o dozen influential 
mef:l _ .. with _,British officials predominating~ 

Rot~•ry -_ is particularly suited to, play a• helpful tole 
where .·- there. ' are , race •· :anjagonisms. -It. .. shocks no 
:fa.1th .. for all·•· religions are equally.· welcome within° 
its· portals.- Th.ere are no _secrets, no mysterious 
rites, to ra!se d<>l.i~ts in the· minds of ·non-Rotarians. 
There can,· be no• withholding•· of• official . approval 
sinee , Rotary . stands· for • loyalty, law· and order. 
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It, exclude:s political controversy from its proceedings 
and• permits no propoganda except for the develop;. 
n:ient. ?f ~ood citizenship. Its greaJ objective is 
s1mphc1ty itself, understandable to all men - toler­
?-nce, ,,appreciation and cooperation all compressed· 
mto one short word: good will. What a splendid 
banner to emblazon to a suffering world, all but 
torn asunder by racial, national, and religious ·con­
troversy. _J.W. cr:owfoot, a British archeologist, 
was the first .president and Vladimer Wolfson the 
first secretary. The members felt it nece;sary, 
unfortunately, to have a. vacation during the summer 
~onths of great. heaJ when most .of 1he membership 
1s ~n leave. The Jerusalem club had an overrepresen­
tat1on . of _British, rriostly ·in government service, 
thu.s • v1olat1ng the 10% principle. of classification. 
Jim . was . convinced that' the first priority was ex'."' 
terns1on of . Rotary throughout the world. He felt 
that clcl;ssif ica tion rules of Rotary are . important 
and advisable where they can be _ carried out. If, 
however, . ..to o?tai!l an entrance of Rotary into a 
new country it:._ 1s neces~ary to deviate slightly 
from the rules in connection with the l 0% clause 
the_ deviation should be permitted. However, h; 
hesitated_ to . do it in _ Bagdad until a clear ruling 
~as available ~rom the Board of Rotary Interna­
tional. Other city prospects for Rotary in Palestine 
were Jaffa; Haifa and Tel Aviv... • • 

SYRIA: After the establishment of the Rotary dub 
of '.JerusaJem .Jim. and' party left for Damascus via 
B¢yrout ,· (spelled· B~itut) by:· motor car. 'A told ,'rain 
was f?-Uing;:c;which soo11,1,tumed to snow. They. spent 
the mghth at:1 the, <historic.al \town , of.· Nazerath ··and 
motor,e,cf :to;'. 8~Yt?lit,·the next mornin.S ·.· via Tiberias, 
_on . the.- Sea of P'a.HHee. In Syria, under • French Man­
da:t~, the bulk of 'the po.pula: tion : :,was of Arabic 
on~m . and Ar~bic . was :-.,the prevailing language. 
Syria .1s es.sen~1ally -an .·- a~dcultural . country. Many 
are _ engaged m . cattle .:-and.,,; •sheep. br~eding. The 
Fre~ch efforts m mo.derhising the :cities, intro­
d~cmg law and ,order:, est.ablishing :sanitary condi- ._, 
t1on~, impro~i_n? edu_cationat,facilities and :providing 
medical fac1ht1es did not meet with appredation 



by natives. Much antagonism existed among the 
natives who wanted to get Syria rid of the French. 
In a club in Beyrout or Damascus the membership 
must be largely French but it may be difficult 
to induce the French to organise clubs in both 
these cities. 

While in . Paris, Jim met a French Rotarian, George 
Schneeberger, who had important business connec,­
tions in Syria. Jim's stay ii') Damascus was snort. 
The European '.population, being small ·outside of 
the military; a club can, exist there only with large 
number · of natives. · Jim suggested Schneeberger 
sh,ould be induced to take the initiative. On January 
27th Jim and party left by· a large six wheeler 
motor bus for continuous drive from Damascus 
of 28 hours, night and day, across the great North 
Arabian desert,' 530 miles to Bagdad, and a short 
cat to India., 

BAGDAD: In Jim's files were letters from Bagdad 
from an English automobile distributor and an Eng­
lish• railway engineer. With the British as masters 
in Iraq with Bagdad, a city of 250,000 people and 
Jhe most important point • over the la~ge part of 
Asia extending from Palestine to India, .Jim decided 
to make a sµrvey. He found that there were. some 
forty or more suitable Europeans who could comply 
with the classification rules and that there were 
a sufficient number of ·educated· Arabs and other 
natives who could be added to make a· club even­
tually of 50 • or> 60 members•.,;He came to· the con-
clusion that it would be unwise- to organise there 
because · of the lack. of permanency in·.· the:. 'Br.itish 
occupation and the difficulties of transportation. 
The/. British who supervise Iraq by mandate • had 
already • ann0unced their intention to withdraw· in 
19:.32 ·"their authority under the . mandate. Rotary 
calls completed ,.they had •one full- day to spare be­
fore leaving·dor:, Ba:srah ·10 take, the boat to India. 
They decided to· sp~nd. it in a motor trip to. the 
Bible cities· :.of Kish 'and Babylon, unmindful of 
the imminent storm on' way. • • 

1 
j 
I 
' 

v India •a~d Ceylon 

BOMBAY: On the sixth day of sea travel 
from ~resian Gu_lf, Jim and ·party reached Bombay 
~nchormg op~os1_te ~•~ateway of India". Bombay 
1~ actually lnd1a m m1n1ature. This great commercial 
c1ty, one of the largest cotton mill centres in the 
world_, like . a gigantic magnet drew to itself an 
a~~~mg ~anety of_ human beings. There were clear 
d1vis10ns m the city's population: Hindus, Moham­
medans, Parsees and British. Jim's arrival in Bombay 
'>:as at ~n unfortunate . time. The . Hindu-Muslim 
not was . m _full swing when they landed. A portion 
of the city was held by soldiers. Mills were closed 
do~n, hundreds of. shops had their shutters down. 
Busmess was almost at a stand still. 

The ~alcutta • Rotary club has been in existence 
for m~e ye°:rs without being able to add to Rotary 
in India .. J1m also knew of three futile efforts 
t~ organise Rotary i~ • Bombax. As an objective, 
J1m thought· of startmg clubs in Bombay Delhi 
~nd M~dras which, with Calcutta and Lahore 'already 
m existence, could· cover the east west north 
and. _south and at the c::apital. Ed~cated 'Indians 
f amihar and interested in methods and mechanics 

, o~ w~stern organisations were limited and , insuffi­
~1:-~nt, _to , enable ~ . club to be formed .exclusively 
l(l• lQ~i~n commumt1es. So· he looked to the cities 
contc1;1~mg .• Europeans for • a requisite number • of 
classifications. He formed a .provisional committee 
of ~hree ~e'll known . m~n: Sir Les.lie Hudson, Sir 
Reg1~ald Spene:• and, Mr. E.G. Pearson. There was 
a ~mve_rsal desire among British members to bring 
Indians mto the club. , 

The selection. or'.th~. '11:tte~ w~s· not an easy matter. 
Some they· wanted :·dn, were without' classifications 
and ot~ers were away; from the town. • One Indian, 
a prom~rient _Parsee and ' member of Indian legisfa­
ture, Sir Ph1roz Sethna, . was brought· in •.. It was 
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feared there would be considerable difficulty in 
bringing together Indians of different religions 
and castes whose customs in regard to food were 
often at distinct variance. In reality, however, 
the Western educated Indian who would be suitable 
for • Rotary membership is generally prepared for 
compromise.·· There were classification problems 
aplenty. If. would • be only natural that a list ma.de 
to cover vocations in Western country would fail 
to include many classifications which exist in Middle 
Asia~ The • system of managing agency prevalent 
in India, clubs many lines of business in a firm. 
This problem· can be overcome by alloting the most 
prominent line. There was also the difficulty of 
weekly meetings during the period of great heat. 
Temperatures of 1l 6 to 120 Farenheit are • not 
uncommon. Many go to hill stations during summer. 
When Jim mentioned the weekly luncheon, the 
prospect told that if he joined he would'nt think 
of attending during the hot spell. Others spoke 
of the necessity of the club having a summer vaca­
tion. But Jim did not worry about this as he was 
confident that once they join and as their interest 
develops their view will change~ He persisted in 
his efforts and on March 19, 1929, the club came 
into ex~stence with 38 of . the leading business and 
professional men of the city as charter ·members. 
Mr. C.N. Moberly, Manager of the Bomoay Tram­
ways, accepted ,the presidency; D.S. j.Burn, Manager 
of India Is largest\ railways, vice presidency and 
H.G. Sale, .Manager of the Henley· Company, the 
hony. secretary. The members were heads of. great 
firms in the city, men· known. throughout India 
and .. possessing great influence. 

DELHI:, The journey from Bombay to Delhi by train 
was of 24 hour. duration~ . Soon· after: their arrival 
in Bombay telegrams arrived ./from : the existing 
clubs in Calcutta and Lahore, breathing that hearty 
good: fellowship that is well .•known' in<Rotary. On 
the , way to, Delhi :they ispent • a' faseina ting, day in 
Agra .visiting- the Fort anQ the Taj Mahal. At Delhi 
they recei::veo : an invitation for h.ihch from the 
Vice.regaL· Jodg~; · .. •. Delhi •. was- short of class if ica tions. 

Delhi being the capital, to leave it out of the list 
of Rotary clubs was no~ to be thought of. At Delhi 
the commercial and professional community aside 
from government officials, is very small. The trouble 
with taking . in government members is that they 
move upto Simla, the summer capital, at the close 
of Mai:-ch and do not return to Delhi again until 
November._ H~wever, ?im. had 28 signed· up and 
the orgamsat10n meetmg was held at Maiden's 

. Hotel . on April 6, 1 ~29. R. T.H.. Mackenzie, Manager 
of Burmah Shell 011 Co., was elected President. 

LAHORE: Jim found Lahore club, established in 
February 1927, as a result of the work of J.F. 
Mitchell who was Commissioner for' India at that 
t~me, functioning • splendidly. He was pleased to 
fmd there, so keen a:nd enthusiastic Rotarians, 
n:ien second to none .in their knowledge of classifica- • • 
t1ons. and other club procedure •. The Lahore club 
had done . much useful work in the community and 
had over fifty members. He felt that Rotary could 
not· possess men with greater interest in Rotary 
than W.J. Campbell, president and D. May Arindell, 
se~retary at the time of his visit. During the motor 
trip • to Simla they also visited the interesting pink 
city of Jaipur and Amber, the old and then deserted 
capital <>f Rajputana, with its well preserved palaces 
and great fort. They also enjoyed an elephant . ride. 

Before going to Calcutta they witnessed the cere­
mony of e~thtonem_ent of the 9 year old Maharajah 
of, .Bharatpur •. Feelmg the need of a respite. from 
the • energy-sapped heat, they utilised the week 
end to. visit· the hill station of Darjeeling~ 

CALCUTTA: The president of •Calc:utta club, A.F .M. 
Abdul Ali, gave a ,garden party i'J\1 their honour. 
The Rotary dub o:E Galcutta, • awakened in Jim both 
pride ~md • amazement. Corning into existence in 
1920, 1t was the: :only club, between the English 
Channel_ and the Chma Sea. Jim was the first Rotary 
Intemat1onal's official visitor. He •• found happy 
atmosphere and good fellowship prevailing ,between 
European. and Indian members. The club also had 
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rendered many • services to the community. He 
was glad to • find some thirty Indians among the 
membership and. as. presi~ent a man of culture 
and courtesy. The Watson brothers of the Stateman, 
well beloved by Calcutta Rotarians, gave generously 
of their time and energy. Jim also mentioned "an 
enthusiastic, exceedingly well informed Indian mem­
ber, Nitish C. Laharry, who served the club faith­
fully for many years in many capacities such as 
secretary, treasurer, editor of 'Chaka' the club·•s 
exceptionally fine, weekly magazine, and on various 
committees". 

MADRAS: Jim left Calcutta for. Madras by train 
on April 23rd. Madras city located on the southeast , 
coast· of India, is the third largest city of India 
and .capital of Madras presidency. Madras is the 
birth place of British India. The British contact 
with India dates back to the 17th Century. In 1639, 
a settlement was established at Fort St. George. 
The British adventurers, representatives of the 
original East India Company, led a heroic existence, 
surrounded by foes from within and without. They 
fought Portuguese, Dutch and French, had enemies 
in England and were in conflict with native Moguls 
and Marathas .. 

. Two. days after his arrival, Jim had the. first com­
mittee meeting. The members· constituted a most 
influential group: C.E. Wood of Parry and • Co., 
H.E.P. Hearson of Bombay Company, K. Ray of 
Binny & Co., J.W. Macfarlane of South India Export 
Co., and F .E.James of UP ASI. The usual procedure 
with luncheon meetings for . the committee . was 
followed. The club organisation meeting wa:s held 
at dinner .at Connemara Hotel on May 10. Of. the 
30 charter members, all except three, .were present . 
. G.G. Armstrong, Chairman , of the Port. Trust . was . 
the president. F .E. James, vice president, W .H. 
Luker of • Addis.on & Co., treasurer . and• Morton 
Chance of., Spencer & Co. hony. .secretary. The 
club was distinctly high class, . the equal of the· 
Bombay club:~. • • 

Wor~ in. Mad_ras was most· trying for. Jim; working 
continuously m a tern_Perature ranging between 100 
and 108 FH. He decided to go to Ooty. bn the 
way to Ooty they halted at Bangalore • for two 
day_s. as guests of Major Gorden Loch, Acting British 
Pohticc1;.l A~ent. With a club established • in each 
of the mam geog~aphical divisions of "India, Jim 
felt further . e~tension should now be carried out 
by . lo~al Rotarians. The five clubs that exist firmly 
established Rotary in India. 

CEYLON: The organisation of a Rotary Club in 
Colombo presented no special difficulties. There 

_ on July 5th, at the G~lle Fa~e Hotel the Rotary 
Club of Colombo came mto existence with 64 char..: 

. ter members. C?l· T.Y~ Wright, head of one of 
the largest tradmg concerns and a most popular 
man, became the first president and A.G. Woos man 
a most capable secretary. 
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· vi South·. East Asia and Far East 

THAYET[\'.'IYO: The Rotary International h~d 
reports .from Calcutta that th~. Thayetmyo Rotary 
club has been in existence for .some time. Mr. 
W .L. Barretto;, the president . was eager to meet 
Jim. Mr. • Barretto was the Deputy British Com­
missioner and th.e ranking official in . Thayetmyo. 
Jfm found .th~re a cheery British social club, still 
maintained meticulously with a high· regard , for 
its constitution and . by-laws. But there were just 
six imem,bers. Th~y h?d no place to meet. It beca.me 
therefore necessary to purchase a building. They 
had, a fair understanding of their Rotary obligations. 
They were interested to carry out , the aims and 
objects of the movement and ,were convinced that 
Rotary could be of much assistance to the com­
munity. On July 17, 1929 the inaugural dinner 
was held with 29 charter members. Barretto was 
installed president, Candict vice president, U.Ba 
Thin, secretary. 

MANDALAY: Jim's next objectives for Rotary 
possibilities were Mandalay and Bhamo. On reaching 
Mandalay he called on the Br~tish District Com­
missioner and discussed the subject of Rotary with 
him. He • attended a meeting of the Chinese and 
Burmans. But when they found that the club would 
not help business they departed. After a hasty 
inspection Jif\l could decide that Bhamo regardless 
of its importance was a poor Rotary possibilitity. 

RANGOON: They then returned to Rangoon, . the 
capital of Burmah and one of the great commercial 
centres of Asia. He called first on His • Excellency 
Sir Charles Innes, the Governor, and . then at his 
suggestion ~n Sir Benjamin Heald, the Chief Justic~, 
both of whom expressed a willingness to assist. 
But there' were disappointments. • After working 
tor a week he· thought serious}y • of packing up and 
departing. But as time passed interest began to 
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build up. On September 2, 1929 a large group met 
at an organisation, meeting at the Grand Hotel 
and Rotary became an established fact. The club 
had among its members the leaders of business 
and profession, officials,, engineers and scientists, 
a t~ue cross section of the community. C.F. Grant, 
Chairman of the development board was elected 
pres~dent, J. Davidson, Accountant General, vice 
president, W.E. Heath, hony. secretary and G.B. Hall 
t~easurer. The club charter was presented by H.E. 
Sir Charles Innes, then Governor of Burmah at 
a m'eeting with guests numbered _over 200. 

The Rangoon· Times, ih an article published on 
February 6, 1930, dealt in detail on the objects 
of Rotary as they applied·. to the Rangoon Rotary 
Club.·. · · , 

MALAY A: Bountifully supplied with·· extensive water­
ways, Malaya . has a: • very fertile soil. The main 
products ar~ tin and rubber. Beautiful Kuala Lampur 
is the capital and the largest city Jn the FMS. 
Jim looked forward to his arrival in: FMS. Firsdy 
a group_ of representative. men in Kuala Lampur 
had decided on forming an organisation free from 
racial and religious barriers, . on what would tend 
.to unite seyeral races. The history of the ,Rotary 
movement m Malaya should be linked with the 
n~~e of •• L.D.· Gammons of Kuala Lampur. He had 
visited many' Rotary clubs · and his father was a 
Rotarian in Portsmouth, England. Gammons was 
convinced that• a Rotary club could promote ["ecial 
harm?nY\ Step~- were taken to provide a. membership 
evenly bal~nced hetween Eur'opeans and . Asiatics. 
Rotary,•· .. liter~tUre' /was ,obtained .•·af\d 'a'. pfovisional 
club of ·25 m~mbers was formed and the' fact re­
ported to Rotary 'International. Jfrh was instructed , 
to complete the, organisation oh 'cirrivai •• in Malaya. 
On September·. 27, t_tle , 9rgariisatlon ·meeting : was 
h~ld. H.E~ . ~ir '"Willifrrr P~~}, Governor . of H6ng 
Kong, and_ his foghness the·: Sultan of Selangor at~ 
tended. Sir Hugh , Clifford the High Commissioner 
of FMS, had accepted· honorary membership in 
the club. Chu Kia Peng was elected president, 
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A.F.. Richards, vice president and L.D. Gammons, 
hony. secretary. There was wide press coverage 
in Kuala Lampur and ~ingapore. 

SERAMBEN, IPOH AND, KLANG: While working 
in Kuala Lampur Jim organised clubs in Ipoh and 
Klang, dubs with O.E. Venables. as president of 
the forrner .. and Dr. W. Ansley-Young as president 
of the latter. Rotarians of Malaya were interested 
iri an alteration in the classification system along 
unique •• Hnes. Feeling that. the missiqn . of their 
ciub was .the development of friendship among 

· various racial groups·, they desired to take in mem­
bers. not alone on a basis of difference in vocation 
but , on a diff etence in race as well. Thus ~hey 
had .as members .a Chinese, Indian and. a European 
Barrister. Jim was sympathetic to this idea~ Rotary 
in addition to helping the Asiatic to an international 
rni.nd is able. to_ do an equally important work amqng 
the Europeans in building up their interests in other 
racial groups. On the basis of conditions obtaining 
in Malaya, Jim· appealed to Rotc;lry International 
to broaden the rules and .. procedures to cover racial 
groups dassification, summer vocation in hot coun­
tries and maximum limi.t of .50 charter members~ 

SINGAPORE: Owing - tq :a most bitter editorial 
attack on Rotary in the leading news paper, 'Straits 
Times', by its. edit9r, Seabridge, Jim had a most 
difficult task here. A former Calcutta Rotarian 
who •• had been appointed Honorary Special Com­
missioner of Rotary came to Singapore to . }ive. 
He was editor of one of the leading news papers 
and from all _accounts made a very sincere but 
futile, effort to start. a club •• there.· There\, W:er:e 
t~.<> • 'prnvio.us efforts 1n the case by two Rqtaric1;ns 
from Great Britain. On the top .. of it Jim aq,d {ar;n,ily 
a11'i .. came_,d0,wn with illness atonce,. Mr,s. Qayidsqn 
with , ,malarial fever, .Marjory wi_th /c1n. in,fection 
f rorn an , insect, bite ~obtained , .in. Bc;l•gda<;l ,~nd . Jim • 
~ith',,<;10,ngue Jever,r )J'im. calle9.: ,9n Sec1~rcidge. a1;1d 
endeavoured,to convince nim- in ,a :ve~y friendly way 
that he WclS unfair and i,naccur~t~- " ' 
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Singapore stands at the cross roads of, the worlds, 
as evidenced by the huge array of ships from the 
ends of the earth which ride at anchor in the great 
landlocked harbour of Singapore. The name Raffles 
might almost be a synonym for Singapore, so con­
stantly was it heard there. Singapore is 27 miles 
long by half as many miles wide. It is the Asian 
half-way house between Europe· and America, the 
gateway to the very extensive Dutch East Indies, 
the turining point of the steamers to A,ustralia. 
Jim who had the introduction letters to the Governor 
presented them to Mr •. John ·Scott, Colonial Secre­
tary~ acting Governor and found· him most kind 
and considerate. The· next day.• Jim and family were 
invited to luncheon at the Govt. House. He formed 
a Httle advisory committee consisting nf R.J. Farrer, 
president of the municipality, Dr. A.L. Hoops, 
principal medical officer, and Harold Fairburn, 
Inspector General of Police. On June 6 at Raffles 
Hotel the club was organised with 71 'charter mem­
bers of which 62 attended the dinner. fo obtaining 
them Jim ,made 2.00 calls on men in their off ices. 
The club· represented the pick of officials, of busi­
ness and professional men, . including 11 of the 
leading Chinese. Roland Braddel, an outstanding 
barrister, was elected president, Dato S.Q. • Wong, 
vice president, · G.W.W. Ker, hony~ secretary and 
J.A. Clarke, chartered accountant ·was the treasurer~ 
Rotary in Singapore and elsewhere in· British Malaya 
is doing wonderful . work· in cementing the. Oriental 
and Occidental races in a common cause, the wel­
fare of Malaya. 

MALACCA: On June 22, Jim and party left Siriga­
pore by car to Malacca~ The organisation meeting 
WFiS scheduled for 24th. The Malaya driver was 
proceeding at a reckless speed. regardless .of. frequent 
warnings. At about :. 10/30 .. P .M., just following a 
long run through the jungle he came suddenly to 
a right angle turn ,and was going: too fast to accom­
lish it. The car ran off the road, smashed into 
a metal telegraph • pole and turned turtle "over a 
mud hole with all the four underneath. Fortunately 
it .occurred in front -of four or five Malay' houses. 
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gnd instantly ,people came to the rescue. Getting 
a.nother car they proceeded to Malacca and were 
admitted to the hospital .. · The organisation meeting 

·had. ,to be . postponed from June 24 to July 8,. On 
J:uly 8, · Malacca Rotary club, with 60 chart_e~ mem­
bers;,; came . into existence. They were British and 
Chinese. Mention may be made of Dr. A.E. Bell, 
pank mc1.nager and Loh Kim Swi, a prominent Chinese, 
and E.G. :Martin. •• 

PENA'.NG: , ,Assfaied by the British Resident Coun'.'" 
ciliot., E .. W~F.,:CGHman, who was a member of the 
Kuala , . Lampur Rotary Club, a • strong group of 70 
chc).rter , members, representing Chinese,. Malays 
inc;!. ,Indians brought Rotary into existence on August 
20.,, l9J0; .· with H.M •. , Robinson as its first president. 
Rotary .,was thus , .firmly · established in Malaya, 
Sipgap.ote, P,enang and Malacca in the Straits Settle-: 
rrien,ts and .Kuala, Lampur, Ipoh, Seramban and Klang 
in the Federated Malay States. • 

BALi: i During Christmas and New Year Jim an.d 
family· took a holiday to spend a few days in Bali, 
th:e jewel of the South Seas. Although the Dutch 
possesse,d .the islc1.nc1: oL Bali since 1908,_ they have 
rei:nained.· .in; the. ,.background. and Balinese were 
g~y,erning, tt"lemse,l;ves. , In Ball ,fathe~ • stays home, 
does the .bouse .ework;, feeds and mmds ,the baby 
and it is the mo'tl:ter who goes,.out·iryto the highways 
ax1.d,, byways carrying ,on the: business. • The mother 
also handles ,au the money~ Cock-fighting is the 
chief occupation and past time of the male folk~ 
Balinese are also keenly interested in dance and 
niµ,sip ffhis was a :go.od, change. for Mrs. Davidson 
w-ih<?,,,,was. r:~coyering from her illness. Jim. also had 
an•.;atta.ck,of fever. • 

-,,:, - ·,,,' ~ • ', •, < 

JAV1: ✓,'.•t1:t~\1sland of Java in its 668, miles of length 
had' ,:li15)volcanoes, 14 of which were still. active. 
If thi~"; •• ,som,e; '.times meant destruction•<'in , limited 
c;1.r:ec1.s, : .it ,;i:!Jso, .meant prosperity, f9r ':•because ?f 
the,Nokanic. soil .Java is a ,fat la1;1d•::1where; growth 
is 'luxuriant .. Su.gar,. rice and rubber ;are the main 
c·~ops. Rotary organisation workr;was • in f.ull swing 

at. Batavia and Bandoeng when;_ ,Jim . received : a 
cable about the arrival of former International 
P_r~sident Guy Gundaker and his wife Ann. A recep­
tion was arranged for the party by the kind interces;_ 
sion of the Dutch Governor, P .B. W. Van Gessel er 
Verschuir, a member of the Djokjakarta dub to 
witness a Serimpi dance at the court of H.H. the 
Sultan of Djokjakarta•. Another reception was also 
arranged by H.H. Prince Pakoe Alam. Java was , 
not a virgin field for Rotary extension. G.Jh. Weste­
nenk who was president of the Hague club , in 1927 
had organi~ed two splendid clubs there - Soerabaya 
and Djokjakarta. Jim was greatly pleased • with 
the friendliness and hospitality extended to .. him 
by Na~al Corn·.A. Vos; then president of Soerabaya 
club and Ir. J. Slim, president of Djokjakarta club. 
There. was strong caste feeling . in·' Java among· the 
Dute~ . which convinced Jiffi of .· the diffki..iltr'·. of 
orgamsmg clubs with a truly representative 'member­
ship. ·. Social distinctions were maintained there 
very rigidly. Although this did not apply to J~vanese, 
as 'educated JaNanese • are ·rarely ih business and 
only a very small numb~r was available. In the 
Djokjakarta club . they · ,were , givihg attention • to 
the development, of friendship among the . different 
racial · groups. The · clubs . were . in a.· healthy condition 
providing many, talks on.•Rotary subjects and ,,develop:.. 
ing an appreciation of community obligations.·· • 

BATAVIA:: Jim• began work at Batavia, where 'four 
previous . efforts to organise .,had been inade~ Few 
cities; have, quite so many different groups, definite' 
and exclusive tas Batavia. Sir <Josiah, Crqsby;: 'the 
British Consul General and the Governor General 
were very helpful. The club was organised on March 
18, :1930 with,,.f:'7Ci>i, members ,including• 8 Javane·se 
and J. Chinese~ T!ie, ,Bata.via<club is. truly a cross 
section. ·of·. the torrrmunity. : With many members 
the idea ·Of. mixed,,.rn~rnbership·· .. appealed strongly~ 
A., Praasterink, , bankefrand<:a ,former . i:rlember of 
Soerabaya · dub, was elected president, -Raden: Ada;_, 
pati Aria Achmad:, ,Ojajadiningrat,• Vice president, 
Jhr,;, •Quarles von tJff ordr' '.hon)?~ seeretary' and 'G.A.de 
Vries~ treasurer.· • ··, ''", · • • • 
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BANDOENG: The organisation luncheon of B~ndoeng 
club was held on March 19 at the Concordia club. 
It has a fine representative membership of 45 includ­
ing 2 Javanese and 2 Chinese. Dr. Philippi, a former 
military officer, was president, Prof. Dr. H. Westra 
vice president, .Ir~A.C. de Jongh and J.A.C. de 
Kock van Leeuwen -joint secretaries, and P.F. Van_ 
den Berg treasurer. Guy Gundak_er _and his . ~ift; 
participated·. in the two • organisation meetings. 
They also attended the meetings of Djokjakarta 
and Soerabaya •clubs. 

MALANG: ,Follqwing Bandoeng, Jim started w:ork 
in Ma1ang. He. met a fine gro_up of men, . thi~:ty 
in• number, to form the. membership. The· orgaoisati<?n 
meeting was held on March 27 at, Hotel ?Pl_endid 
attended • by President Col.· cVos and a m_ember 
of Soerabaya club, President .Col., H.G. Van Viersen, 
vice president·, A.F. Franken,, hony •. secretary Jan 
W;i-j,sman. and treasurer J.c.D. Van den • Bussche~ 

SEMARANG: Three previous efforts had failed. 
The ,organisation meeting ·was held on April _ 1~,, 
at Hotel• de Pavilion, with a charter membership • 
of 38 . including three prominent Chinese~ President, 
A.J. W. Vorster .. of , the Railways,., vice president, 
w.c. Vander .Zwaa:n, legal advisor and• hony. 'secre.;;. 
tary H.A.A.c.·-, Reijners,,,of sugar·· company; treasurer 
J.C. Van Waveren, a banker. In addition to the 
organisation work in Java. Jim held several meeti~gs 
with officers and directors of the old clubs. Ha vmg 
completed the.; objective Jn • Java with a·· dub', in· 
every, important centre, Jim proceeded by steamer 
to Sumatra.· 

MEDAN: With the energetic assistance of a small 
committee,. Jim was .able to ·arrange the organisation 
meeting : of. the Rotary club - of, Medan ofr:, May, 1st 
with;,:47 charter members, representing a, .fine ·group 
of official, .business • and professionaL ·men i at· Hotel 
de,;Boer-.~,The;, Sultans son, the. €rown. Prince, w.as 
a :member. The officers-·· iwere : all . owtstanding men: 
presid_erl't; Dr. , ,J.~.; • Geedirigs, •;high, court . judge, 
vice ·president, A.A. Aberson, an attorney, hony. 

secretary, J. Reuvers, government secretary • and 
treasurer, J.H.H. • Schuurman, a banker. Two other 
prospects where clubs could be established at / a 
later date would • be Padang and Palebang. F.E. • 
James was expected to visit Malaya • and possibly 
Java "and Sumatra in September or October. Jim 
was convinced of Rotary's opportunity in Middle 
Asia to· develop better understanding between various 
national and ricial groups. • 

BANGKOK: 'Venice of the East'. Seeing a report 
in a book on Siam about the existence of a Rotary 
club in Bangkok, not authorised by ,R.I.,. Secretary 
Perry wrote to a person whose name the author 
suggested as a source of information and received 
a reply. that there was no Rotary club. The person 
addressed was the secretary of Union club. Jim 
contacted 'this person. He was informed that· a 
group of Europeans, members . of· the Union Club, 
a. social club, were. holding _· dhmer meetings every 
month with· addresses and • they were styling' them­
selves as Rotadans. A prominent Britisn bar:rlster, 
R.D. Atkinson~ was the president. • But interest 
was not sustained and the dub' petered 'out. Jim 
called on · the British ahd American ministers and 
several princes holding high off ices. In a week 
he got together the organising committee. His 
intention was to organise a club with Siamese mem-' 
bers predominating with support of Europeans~ 
But , Siamese do not take kindly . to business~ Thus 
outside . , government . and professions there . were 
very tew who qualify •. In this work the three princes- , 
Purc1cha_trac;· ·_BJdga and . Dhani. __ - . gav~ ·.•• Jim splendid 
help. Fmally on September 17, • 1930 after a . great 
deal of work; the· Bangkok Glub ·came i_nto existence. 
President was H~Jt.H~ • Prince ·Puracha.tra~ • He • was 
well ihform.ed cm Rotary 'as he was 'oh ·ever:y subject. 
Vice President, R.D·; Atkinson~ 'Hony. secretary, 
F.S. Williams, American Trade Secretary .ahd Luang 
Thavil, treasurer. The .club hacf 70 members from 
14 :riatio_n~l_ities. J_im apd :rarnlly visited 'a magitifi-

' Cent religious shrme, the great temple .of Angkor • 
Wat in • a lost city said • tq have housed a miliion 
souls~ •• • • 
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INDO CHINA: French Inda Chma 1s. made up of 
five .. states: Cambodia, Annam, Tong King, Laos 
and Cochin China. Inda China is one of the great 
rke growing regions of the world. Jim had instruc­
tions. to ma.ke a Rotary survey of these important 
French~Chin.ese • possessions. So he came around 
with letters of introductions from the Minister • 
of Colonies in P.a.ris to. the French Governor General 
of Hanoi and a.lsp to the French Governor of Cochln 
China. Commencing work at Saigon, Jim met the 
Gc;,yemor who sugges~ed to operate through Martini, 
p(esident of th.e .Chamber of ~omrnerce. But he 
was aw~y •. at • Hanoi .. .The journey to Hanqi was 
v.~ry •• tiring. H.anoi was the capital of French Indo 
ChiMa. Jim met. l\/1. Martini but he was not very 
enthusiastl~ • a,bout 'Roiary in. Saigon. The French 
cofonists • believe ,tl)at they have made great sacri­
fices • to dev~J<;>p A~iatic , colopial . possessions and 
ar:iy benefit st:iould , go to.· the French. This policy 
kept Saigon. very exclusive and trade and professions 
were. limited to the French. There was very little 
in. the .spirit. of Rotary to appeal. The only way 
is that interest be created. by a French .Rotarian. 
The French men in the East are skeptical of being• 
ab.le to, bring a.bout a blend of nationalities~. The 
chi.es in Tong. f$1ng that are Rotary possibilities 
~~re. Hanoi an.d Haiphong~ 

IiO,NG • K•ONG~ Jim . was happy .to . be eng~g~d: )n 
ofganisirig a club.•·. in. Hong Kong . although ,.there 
were many previous;c effort~ which failed, as he 
had lived in that area. ·thirteen .years, including 
nh1~ .'in Fqrmosa. The new Governor of rlong J<png, 
${i ;.)VIlHarn Peel had come·, .. from • Kuala L,ampur 
a:i5i:L hap, ;attended the ina,uguratipn meet,ing there,. 
jJ!"Q e~pla~necf,, tp • .Sir William that the gen:t;-IeITTen 
he \v,i~hecl. t<>. me.et Were suc;h as woulc;I qe repr~;:;e1;1•ta-: 
fjv~ ': of ,t,he. pfJiciaL. business and . prof~~~!otla:! .• c9rn­
irtynity >;~pd,.• . include .representative.. ~l;tin,e.s,e•.• .. He 
o;~Ji~vecJ.',.)twJ. ttw greater .service. that 1Rqtary .. c;an 
rerider::jn tfue, .. A~iatic, cprnmµnities- i is t,h9'l ;p~: •. develop­
ipg; '.,f/i~n<;1,{hi~/-~rn-~mg. :c:1Jf fer~,nt. raci~• :and jiationalitiTs 
re~;icl~pt •' ther.~, ,,~O ,pf.te~;' a,n~gor;t1~tk;jtOWcl;rd. e;ach 
other, and he. felt that if Rotary rendered no other 

service it would be worth while. 

Among the eight letters of introduction received 
from the Governor three were to representative 
Chinese. They were a fine type, cultured, advanced 
and capable. Regardless of pleasent features, the 
organisation of the Hong Kong club was a difficult 
task. The inaugural dinner was held on December 
8 with over 80 present including guests. The press 
was considerate and commented that never before 
had· there, been . brought together in Hong Kong 
a group representative ,of so many -different voca­
tions - officials, businessmen, educationalists, engi'"" 
neers, scientists, important men in their respective 
lines and representipg • both European and Chinese 
communities. Hon.g Kong Daily 'Express gave a 
four column .. coverage of · the enthusiastic inaugural 
meeting announcing that Rotary comes to Hong 
Kong - New Epoch in Local Soci9-l Institutions. 
The report covered in,· detail the speech made by, 
Jim elaborating on the ideals of Rotary and -Ro­
tarian's duty. The paper also commented impres­
sively editorially under·sthe title 'Rotary, Arrives'. 
The President, Sir . William Hornell, head of the 
Hong Kong University characterised· Jim Davidson 
as more than a man - he is a sort of torrent, a 
force. Hon. Dr. S.W. Tso was elected vice president, 
and LFC Bellamy and B. Wong Tape as joint secre­
taries and N.J. Perrin, treasurer. Hong Kong was 
the ,last city on Jim's program of club extension. 
With it Rotary, was now a world wide organisation 
for practi~ally .every city of .importance from Medi.,. 
terranean to .the China Sea: and the Pacific had 
its Rotary. dub. From then on Jim's duty was to 
make of ficiaL calls, on existing clubs in the Phili-

• phines, N<!>rth China, Manchuria, Korea and · Japan 
and to interest such clubs• ..in extending Rotary 
to the smaller communit,ies,fotheir vicinity. • 

SHANGHAI: • Jim -;was. pleased. to observe the· fine 
Shanghai Rotary club in,<actiori. Among its member­
ship ,of. 175 were ,many nationalities, including a 
considerable group of-Chinese. A brilliant and •delight­
ful Chinese, Dr. Fong See, was president in 1931-32~ 



The Chinese were most likeable. and enthusiastic 
over Rotary. Jim felt that Rotary was achieving 
its greatest usefulness by bringing together in close 
friendship men of different races and nationalities. 
He had meetings with different officers,· with the 
directors and with individuals. One of the objects 
of his visit was to induce the club to carry on 
extension work~ Shanghai club was . organised in 
1919. Following his departure they organised Hang­
chow' and Canton~ Thus there were in China clubs 
in Shanghai, • Peiping, Tientsin, Hangchow, Cantc,n 
and in Hong Kong. 

MANCHURIA: Rotary club of Mukden entertained 
Jim and family at 'a Sukiaki tiff in.. It is cooked 
at the table which makes it doubly appetising. 
Mukden was a successful , and enthusiastic club 
of some 30 members . consisting largely .of Japanese 
with some American and British • representation. 
It was sponsored by Darien • Rotary club with a 
Japanese membership of 43. Darien dub also was 
responsible for establishing Rotary in Harbin. Harbin 

~ had 25 members, including 2 Russians, one English­
man and the balance Japanese. • The club met weekly 
at Hotel Moderne. Harbin seemed to the visitor 
more Russian than Chinese, the city being an im­
portant terminal of the Trans.;.:Siberian Railway. 
Harbin is the leading industrial city in Manchuria·. 

THE PHILIPPINES: Rotary ll)ade its first ··,great 
jump from the country of its birth to Asia in 1919. 
The Rotary club of ·Manila was founded by Rotarian 
Roger Pinneo of Seattle, Washington together with 
L.J. Lambert, its first persident~ It was followed 
a. few months later by Shanghai, Calcutta and Tokyo, 
these· four clubs .remaining lonely outposts ·• for 
a considerable period., The Manila club . meets, at 
a very attractive place at luncheon, Manila Hotel; 
on the water front in a beautiful garden abounding 
'in palms. and flowering shrubs. ·The,·mernbers, some 
ll5 .in. number, ,provide evidence ,of ·good/feHdwship 
combined .wit.h a: seriousness of purpose ahd the 
club, has':. rendered; substantial -servke • to • the com­
munity~ • The; memb~rship is 'la·rgely American ' but 
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there are several Filipinos, men of culture. Sam 
Gaches, president, was head of the largest retail 
establishments in Manila. Other city prospects 
for Rotary were Cebu, Iloilo, and Zambanga where 
Manila Rotarians made one or two· unsuccessful 
efforts for Rotary extension. 

FORMOSA: Jim re.ceived a great welcome at For­
mosa and unforgetable courtesy and kindness during 
the entire period of his stay there. After a great 
space of time, Jim's years of work in Formosa· 
and his book remained still fresh in the minds 
of many people. Jim and family were guests of 
government and were escorted by rail and car 
wherever they went. Jim was pleased to see a 
successfu_l Rotary _club at Taihoku. He met a group 
of prominent business men and professionals and 
addressed them on Rotary preparing the way to 
~he Japanese District Governor Yoneyama of ·Tokyo 
in March 1931 to organise a club with 33 members 
with a noted educationist, Prof. Tan Shidehara 
as president. 

KOREA: Jim was given a reception by the Rotary 
club of Keijo, established in 1927. Viscount Saito 
who served Korea as Governor General must be 
given credit for much of the progress made in 
Korea and was also responsible for the introduction 
of Rotary in Korea. The club had 50 members 
and was a most efficient organisation. 

JAPAN: Rotary was first introduced in Japan at 
Tokyo in March 1920, by K. Fukushima, who had 
been a member of Dallas, Texas club. Walter L. 
Johnstone, past president of • Shanghai dub also 
reqdered assistance. Umekichi • Yoneyama, financier 
for years with Mitsui Co. was responsible for th~ 

, spread o~ Rot~ry in Japan. His influence throughout 
Japan, his dehghtful personality an'd his enthusiam 
for E,otary were irresistible and Rotary International 
owes_ mu~h ~o him. He served as president, governor 
of his district and was on International committee 
and was an R.I. Director. Tokyo club had 156 mem­
bers with an attendance average of 85% •. Jim felt 



Tokyo, in all respects, to be one of th.e finest 
clubs. Also Tokyo club bulletin, issued in English 
by Rotarian Kitashima (Kitty). was·. highly rated. 
In addition to Tokyo, other successful clubs were 
Osaka, Kobe, Yokohama, Kyoto, Nagoya, Hiroshima, 
also Keijo, Korea and Taihoku, Formosa. 

vii. ,.Welcome Home for 
Travelling Envoy 

James W. Davidson, Lillian and Marjory re­
turned to Vancouver in March 1931 after their 
historic voyage to the Orient for Rotary extension 
which lasted two and half years. The Rotary club 
of Vancouver organised an, inter-cities meet to 
welcome and honour them. Members of clubs through 
out West joined in offering warm welcome to Jim 
and party. Ches Perry, Secretary of Rotary Inter­
national, travelled all the way. from Chicago to 
participate in the function. 

Letters of appreciation poured in from many Rotary 
lec;1.ders including. Paul Harris, Founder of Rotary. 
For historical interest I give on next page. a photo­
stat copy of his letter, dated March' 17, 1931~. 

Theodore A. Torgenson, R.I .. • Director 1930-31, 
recalled his serving as club president when Jim 
was Governor of District Four and mentioned that 
he followed with more than ordinary interest Jim's 
work in the Levant ·and the Far East for the past 
three years. He added that no one was better equip­
ped for the heavy task assigned by Rotary Inter­
national than Jim in view- of his Jong stay in ttie 
Far East· arid experience in establishing Rotary 
in Australia ancL New Zealand. He ~_dded "You have 
succeeded beyonc:I all expectation~~ 'Largely . through 
your efforts, l~'.otc1.ry , now actually encircle.s the 
world. You have<giveri most generously of heart 
and mind and time and _have made an important 
contribution to the advanc.ement of . world good 
will. Rotary is deeply indebted to you, Mrs. Davidson 
and Marjory". 

Will Taylor, R.I. Director 1930-31, of Springfield, 
Illinois, USA wrote "You must be very happy -as 
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your reflective thoughts bring pictures to your 
mind showing the . results of your great service 
in the cause of world:-wide understanding, good 
will, and international peace, through··· the planting 
of the seed of Rotary in human hearts in far away 
count17ies. 

It would be impossible at this time to place a value 
on this service of yours. All through the yeairs 
yet to come people will be reaping the harvest 
from the seed you have sown. Stimulated by your 
thoughts and deeds, others will be inspired to "go 
forth and do thou likewise" and perhaps receive 
their measure or credit. 

But , first and foremost • in the hearts and minds 
or Rotarians everywhere, will be your name, and 
your pioneering service in the cause of Rotary 
and its principles of human brotherhood". 

I.B. Sutton, R.I. President 1928-29, wrote from 
Tampico, Tamps, Mexico "Happy indeed that you 
began . your trip to organise clubs · in the Levant 
and Orie_nt during my year of office. I wish to 
extend to you this expression ,of my heartiest appre­
ciation. Those of us who know you intimately re­
alise that your remarkable success was the result 
of real merit and hard work combined with an 
irresistible personality and your unusual strength 
of purpose. Delightful memories wHl always be 
yours to recall the many countries and people bro­
ught into . our organisation through your efforts. 
I know; also, that you have been enshrined in their 
hearts and minds for ever. 

Your associates are proud of you Jirri ! Your counsel 
and advice coming as it does from first hand know­
ledge , and experience will always be respected 
and as I think of these countri~s in :the future 
it will be _thrc;,ugh tiJe eyes and· ears of my .friend 
Jim, of his wonderful helpmate Lillian, of l~vely 
Marjory and the many details of the fascinating 
reports, articles, talks, and pictures which have 
enhanced this friendship' I treasure so greatly". 
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Arthur H. Sapp, R.I. President 1927-28, wrote from 
Huntington, Indiana, USA "As the Board which 
worked with me in 1927 and '28 originated the 
plan for your pilgrimage to the Far East, I watched 
with tremendous interest your progress in the unsel­
fish interest of Rotary International over a period 
of thirty-one months. 

As compared with othe-r historic expeditions, 'that 
which you, Lillian and Marjory have just completed 
stands out' as of the most far reaching importance. 
When the history of the countries you touched 
is finally written the discrininating historian might 
in all sincerity point to the inauguration of these 
Rotary dubs as a turning point in the histroy of 

• those countries. • 

You have done a tremendous service to .your beloved 
Rotary. I hope that you may live ,for many years 
to see the fruit growing where you planted the 
seed. •• 

Incidently Clara and I were thrilled in reading 
all of your letters. You have a penchant for descri.:. 
bing your experience that is admirable" 

M. Eugene Newsom, R.I. President 1929-30, wrote. 
from Durham, North Carolina, USA· "Now that 
you are back home, after a lohg term of very fine 
service to Rotary International 'in' overseas countries, 
I want to tell you that as president for the term 
1929-30, and as mem·ber of the> board of this year, 
we appreciate ·very <Keenly and very sincerely the 
inestimable service whi.ch you have rendered. 

•. 

On account of your varying addresses,·· and your 
constant travel, it has not been easy at· alF times 
to ''keep in dose touch with you for ·the 'pa'st three 
years, bt.it reports which have come. along •• from 
you,, the personal items which you • have so kindly 
sent', and •. the newspaper clippings ' which carried 
accounts bf ··your. work over there, have all been 
a real inspiration to us. 

If Rotary International had about five or six Jim 
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Davidsdns, the work of reaching every corner of 
the world would be made easy, and the satisfaction 
coming from a job well done would be tremendous. 

As the years pass, the satisfaction resulting from 
a trer,nendous service will be more apparent to 
you, and Rotary International will realise more 
fully, than it does at present, even, the bigness 
of the job accomplished. Let me, therefore, say 
to you, Jim, that in behalf of the Board of last 
year, I wish to thank you sincerely, and to express 
th~ •. hope th~t th~ years to come may afford you 
abidmg happmess m the realisation of a work well 
done". 

Past R.I. Director J.A. Caulder wrote from Toronto 
"Words fail_ n:ie when I attempt to express to you 
my appreciat_ion of the splendid work you have 
done m the mterests of Rotary International. Your 
name will go down in Rotary history as having 
done more towards the development of the Inter­
national side of Rotary than any other man has 
ever done, or will ever be able to do, because 
there will not be sufficient worlds left to conquer. 

I am delighted that the 1930-31 Board of Directors 
were generous enough to include the names of 
th~ members_ of the two previous Boards in preparing 
this .. e~pression of appreciation to you, thereby 
permittmg me to have the extreme pleasure of 
having my name on that document. 

~one_ of us will f_orget the splendid help given you m this worthy proJect by Mrs. Davidson and Marjory; 
there_fore, our thanks. and appreciation are also 
due, m no small measure, to them. 

My ~est wish, Jim, is that you may long be spared 
to give still more service to Rotary, and that you 
may have m_ore years to look back with pleasure 
on the splendid work you have done". 

William H. Campbell, R.I. Director 1928-29, wrote 
from Rochester, NY, "As I have written to you 

49 



on several former occasions, and repeat' again, 
Rotary as a whole will never know its obligation 
for. all you have done. The unfortunate part of 
it all is that so few of us have really had suffi­
cient contact with you to visualize not only the 
sacrifices you have made, but the tremendous 
e:lifort necessary to accomplish such a gigantic 
task. The average member, reading of the birth 
of a new club· in the Malay States for· instance, 
gets a sort ,of thrill out of it, but it isn't the thrill 
that comes to the few who have seen you in action 
and studied the artistry of your persuasive powers. 
As this thing we all love, continues to grow • and 
expand in every direction, it seems to me that 
the greatest incentive for its development, has 
been your own faithful plodding. May your greatest 
reward be in the friendship you have made, and 
the deep imprint of your life on all of us". 

Clinton P. Anderson, R.I. President 1932-33, wrote 
from Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA "Although 
I have told you personally of my great appreciation 
of the work you did in the organisation of Rotary 
clubs in the Levant and the . Orient, I feel that 
I want to put on paper my very sincere gratitude 
as an individual Rotarian, for the work which you 
have done to further the interests of a great organi­
sation. 

Also as a member of the Board of Directors I 
am even more indebted to you, for,. in the eight 
District conferences that I have visited this year 
I have tried to tell the story of your work and 
found . that it has a • strong appeal to all· Rotarians; 
in fact you have supplied me with all the "speech 
material'' I needed, as in every conference I have 
tried • to tell where Jim Davidson went, some of 
the problems he had to face, and the success which 
crowned his efforts. 

You have done a magnificent piece of work Jim, 
and the mind and heart of every Rotarian respond 
to it. You will always have our ·enduring thanks". 
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Jim's own Rotary club of Calgary expressed its 
appreciation of the value of the good work done 
for Rotary at a banquet in the Palliser Hotel on 
March. 27, 1931 at which members from dubs thro­
ugh out West joined with their wives -and friends. 

D.E. ,.Black, President of the club, persented to 
Jim, on. behalf of the club, a solid silver tray of' 
Chippendale pattern, inscribed with a map of the 
area in which Jim formed. clubs from Athens in 
the West to past Japan in the East, and including 
AuJ,tralia and New" Zealand, where he had formed 
four clubs in 1921. On each side of the tray was 
impressed the names of the places in which the 
clubs had been formed - 23 in the Orient and four 
in Australia and New Zealand. "A Chart of Achieve­
ment" was the description of • th,e tray. Elsewhere 
you will find a picture of the tray. • 

Jim Davidson, during the banquet, gave an interest­
ing and descriptive narration of his trip during 
which Lillian and Marjory were his constant com­
panions, had travelled between 100,000 and 150,000 
miles by train, air, by bqat, by automobiles, by 
camel and by elephant. He mentioned that it was 
the psychological moment for Rotary's success 
in India declaring that the British people almost 
without exception were extremely anxious to, work 
out the problem iri perfect fairness _to the native 
population. 

He had called on 2200 men individually, he said, 
and it. was a tribute to Rotary that once· understood 
the person became interested. One lesson learnt, 
he said, was that there was more resemblance 
among men of different races than were differences. 
Giving_ an account of the club formed in Singapore, 
he said, there were 20 Chinese, 20 Malays and 
10 Indians and others had sat down together,· it 
being the first time they had broken bread together. 
The president of that club was an English barrister. 
He added that there was every evidence that Rotary 
was a round-the-world organisation. 
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Bruce Richardson of Winnipeg, Governor of District 
Four, welcomed Davidson on behalf of the District 
and referred to the sacrifices which had achieved 
such wonder£ ul results. Welcome from the Calgary 
club was officially conveyed by Frank R. Erecze, 
Chairman of the Canadian Advisory Board, who 
related some of the incidents in Jim's career. 
Mayor Andy Davidson, in according a welcome 
from the city, said that he was proud of the fact 
that the Ambassador of Rotary should be a Cal­
garian. 
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the plaque of appreciation for Jim Davidson s services. 



Toronto Convention 1983-N. T. with Marjory. 
Jim Davidson with daughter Marjory. 

N. T and wife Mary with Lillian Davidson at Delta -1972. Jim and Marjory with elephants in Malaya. 



Jim and Lillian working on reports ot Singapore 

I under upturned car. Malay village - Davidson Jami y 

Jim relaxing. 
M • Abramson at her residence. Author N. T. with Mrs. ar;ory 



Author N. T. with Don Abramson, grandson 
of Jim Davidson. 

Silver tray presented to Jim Davidson at 
Calgary Rotary club reception. 

Lillian with family after prese nting Jim 's diary covering 
Polar expedition to National Archives S ervice. • 

viii Lillian Davidson's book 
MAKING NEW FRIENDS 

Before starting on the mission to the Middle 
and Far East for Rotary extension, James Davidson 
was invited to contribute a series of articles to 
THE ROT ARIAN setting forth his experiences. 
However, Jim declined because he wanted to give 
undivided attention to organisation work which 
would demand his entire time. But he suggested 
that Mrs. Davidson might be willing to contribute 
the articles describing their travels and experiences 
and having access to his reports she could quote 
e xtensiv.ely from them. The suggestion was immedi­
ately accepted by THE ROT ARIAN. 

Forwarding Mrs. Davidson's first story for THE 
ROTARIAN Jim wrote to Ches Perry: "Mrs. Davidson 
is a very talented student and observer, far more 
than I am at my age. She is a graduate of the 
University of California and all during our married 
life has been a close student, taking up one subject 
after another and devoting much attention to it 
as though it were her life work. I have never known 
a married woman, - I persume, of course, there 
are many - who without any other incentive than 
keen interest in a subject, has devoted as much 
time to study and research". 

He continued that organisation work was occupying 
him completely and it would have been positively 
impossible for him to write for THE ROTARIAN. 
He added that this would prove a blessing as Mrs. 
Davidson had far more talent than he. He also 
requested THE ROT ARIAN to preserve the plates 
covering the stories so that they could be compiled 
into a book later. He thought it would be a good 
idea to send a copy each to the Rotarian leaders 
in Asia, officers and members of the organising 
committees, as a token of appreciation for their 
kindness and he felt it would be good propaganda 
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among the Rotarians of the new clubs. However 
publication of the book was' 'delayed_ owing to finan­
cial constraints. Lillian's book MAKING NEW FRI­
ENDS was published only in 1934 after Jim's death. 
The educated, world travelled and gracious lady 
did a thorough job of writing a story on each country 
describing their travels and experiences. She re­
ceived universal praise from the readers of THE 
ROTARIAN for these articles and they were repro­
duced in serveral papers and translated into many 
languages. 

In the; introduction ,to the book, Paul P. Harris, 
founder of . the first Rotary club and President 
Emeritus of Rotary International, wrote that the 
Davidsons' mission for Rotary was to take them 
away from their home for nearly three years, -
a journey that was to remake the map of Rotary. 
"It was a new manner of pioneering for Rotary, 
an experiment in organisation work involving several 
fundamental • questions. Jim was confronted with 
the problem of'' 'selling' to business men of the 
Orient a brand new idea, which in • a few years, 
had_ gained great headway in the Western world. 
Would this Rotary, born in a city of the Central 
Western prairhfs of the United States, be acceptable 
to peoples with racial customs and backgrounds 
differing from those of Occidental peoples. .... There 
were rriany disappointments and hardships, • to be 
sure, but, on the other hand, there were experi­
ences and adventures in friendship which far out­
weighed temporary discouragement. Jim Davidson's 
unfailing diplomacy, his enthusiasm for Rotary, 
and his remarkable capacity for work, carried him 
over many seemingly insurmountable barriers. . ..... 
Truly this volume MAKING NEW FRIENDS repre­
sents not only three years in the H ves of the David­
son family, but reflected on its pages, is a life.:..time 

• of adventure and journalistic experience. Both 
'Jim and'' Lillian Davidson were keen observers. 
They missed very little of importance. They peered 
beneath surface condition. Their stay in certain 

_ countries - notably in Turkey - was coirycident 
with vast political and -social changes. They wrote 
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with understanding eyes, and hearts full of sympathy 
for ~he mis_fortunes of others. Their_ book comprises 
an mteresting and authoritative study of peoples 
of the Near and Far East. Through their narrative 
runs a Rotary thread that gives colour to the fabric 
••· Np one who reads this book can fail to gain 
a better conception of Eastern peoples and govern­
ments: Even if it had no other purpose, in th,:lt 
alone 1t would be well worthwhile'i. -

Lillian's stories reflected a firm grasp of the history, 
geogra~hy, and economy of each country visited, 
conveying a keen observation of the people, their 
customs and social· conditions and presented in 
a flawless, ornate style. I reproduce below a few 
extracts covering her report from diverse centres. 

Desc~ibing. Con_s~antinople (Istanbul) in Turkey, 
the first city v1s1ted by them, she wrote "Never 
have I seen. anything more_ entrancingly _ beautiful 
;han the skrline of Constantinople as we _ approa:ched 
chug chuggmg' _ down the Bosporus from the 'sweet 

waters of Asia' in a friend's motor boat just about 
dusk one Sunday ev7ning. The dying rays of a lovely 
rosy sun.set ~ad given place to a deep • purplish 
blue, which hke a colour wash, cover_ed both city 
and ~ky. In my gallery of mernory-pictures '.this, 
~Y first great Near Eastern city, will ever reveal 
~tself as _ I saw it then, a symphony in blue, with 
innumerable . ethereal minarets, soaring skyward 
ab_?ve, ro~nding ~assive domes of mosques and 
~airy~tale-hke wh1Je palaces lining the shore; an 
mde_hbl_e memory-gift as the Japanese say. I wonder-· 
ed 1f m all the world there were any view more 
charming than this one" _ • 

About a bazaar scene in Constantinople she wrote 
"one curious and ·memory.;.haunting sight one con­
stantly sees there, however, is the • 'hamel' that 
h~man beast _ of burden, with his _leather ;added 
triangular saddle strapped to • his back on which 
he. carries prodigious weights~ such as pa'cking boxes 
twice_ as_ large __ 8:s himself, big pieces of furniture, 
machmery, bu1ldmg stone, large pieces· of plate 
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glass, enormous jute sacks, even pianos, just anything 
and everything. Woe betide the pedestrian who 
fails' to get out of his way for he plows along in 
a bee line". 

Their· visft coincided with vast changes initiated 
by Mustapha Kemal which transformed Turkey com­
pletely. Describing the change on women and youth 
she wrote "Turkey's flaming youth - girls and boys, 
young women and men and matrons - now walk 
down the principal streets until it seems as though 
one is in Paris, Berlin or Vienna. The Turkish girls 
are strictly upto the minute with skirts a little 
higher than in Paris just to show the world that 
they are not stopping half way.· One can scarcely 
imagine a greater change than from the bulging 
full robes of the ferejeh arid concealing veil to 
the costume of a corsetless waist and skimpy skirt -
and. they like it. They parade the streets, go to 
the movies,. dance at the cabarets, and do generally 
as girls do in the Western countries anywhere. Even 
beauty contests are held and 'tag days' have their 
place on the· calender and efficient taggers these 
girls make too. In the book stores one finds them 
interested in fashion magazines. Many of them 
design and make their own gowns and they dress 
in exceptionally, good taste and look much as our 
girls at home". 

No aspect of life was missed in Lillian's narrative. 
Describing Britain's role in the administration of 
Egypt she wrote "The part played in the past by 
British in the administration of Egyptian affairs 
has been of incalculable benefit to the country. 
The British took over Egypt, a bankrupt nation. 
They placed it on its feet and in 1922 turned the 
government over to the Egyptians financially sound 
with a surplus. They added tens of thousands of 
acres of arable lands by the building of dams and 
extension of irrigation. They gave Egypt a degree 
of prosperity that had , not been known before. 
They introduced sanitation, established modern 
hospitals, extended. education and brought law and 
order to all parts of the land. They placed Egypt 
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among· the most advanced of Eastern nations and 
all these services they rendered without material 
advantage to themselves. 

Recounting her experiences 'ffi'-.{ndia, Lillian wrote 
about . the Parsees thus: "The Parsees are a very 
interesting feature of Bombay life. Four-fifths 
of the 100,000 Parsees in the world live in and 
around Bombay. These erstwhile Persians have 
a special talent for business; a Mida's touch that 
turns their ventures into gold. I believe the secret 
of their success lies in their adaptability. Where 
the finger of progress points, there they follow. 
The elderly men present a. very dignified appearance 
in long frock coats and stiff black shiny head cover­
ing. The Parsee ladies: flit about the streets like 
so niany gorgeous butterflies in ·their dainty graceful 
saris. They are well educated, travelled and alto­
gether . charming, and many of them are excep­
tionally handsome. 

We were entertained at one of the most magni­
ficent Parsee homes in Bombay, built entirely of 
black marble, the spacious interior tastefully fur­
nished with treasures gleaned from many lands. 
From .a terrace in the . rear, the ladies pointed out 
the Tower of Silence, adjoining their property here 
on the Malabar Hill, where the Parsee dead are 
exposed -to the greediness of the great black vul­
tures which we could see hovering in the air. The 
skeleton is left on a gridiron to be gradually dis­
integrated by the torrid sun and by the rains. Ter­
rible as this practice may seem to the Western 
person, to the Parsee our method of burial, with 
its subsequent process of decay and defilement, 
is equally obnoxious". 

En route to Delhi from Bombay by train they halted 
at Agra for a day to visit the Taj. Agra is rich 
in historic memories of the six great Moguls who 
ruled India for 180 years. Describi~g the Taj Mahal 
which she first saw from the old fort at Agra she 
wrote "It stirs the imagination to· picture the aged 
and dethroned Shah Jahan, sitting in this very spot, 
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surrounded by every luxury, but a prisoner, neverthe'­
less, sighing as he gazed at the white Taj, this 
symbol of his love, a view that could not fail to 
stir up in his disappqinted old heart the dead ashes 
of his long . cheri~ed dr~am, that of_ carrying ~o 
full completion this subhme masterpiece. To his 
gifted mind, it would ever remain unfinished .~u~til 
his own black marble mausoleum stood, a fittmg 
companion, on the opposite bank of the Ja~una 
River and linked to the Taj by a superb bridge. 
Thought of the Jasmine Tower will ever . recall 
an exquisite. memory, for within a marble flower 
of its doorway, a wee glass heart catches a perfect 
reflection of the far away Taj, making of it the 
daintiest of miniatures. 

One of life's most perfect feasts for the eye is 
the etherally white Taj Mahal, aloft on its broad 
terrace, bathed in silvery moonlight, its matchless 
fairy like loveliness mirrored in the long, narrow, 

• tree-lined pool at its feet. It left us with a haunt­
ingly beautiful memory for it was our good fortune 
to see it by the light of a full moon. But at no 
time of the day or night could it be anything but 
beautiful. Even the quivering heat of midday fails 
to detract from its charm. The magnificent white 
marble cenotaph of Mumtaz Mahal, inlaid with 
exquisite perfecJion of detail, in flower designs 
fashioned of jade, carnelian, agate, lazuli, and 
onyx and surrounded by a marvellously carved and 
perforated, lace-like marble screen, polished and 
mellowed like old ivory, is a truly gorgeous jewel 
worthy of its casket". 

Lillian's description of a Burmese girl is remarkable 
for its minute details. "Ma Thon was a wee thing, 
perhaps four and a half feet in height and her 
slender hips were tightly swathed in a rich soft 
apricot-tinted si1k lungyi worn with a sheer white 

. muslin jacket. Her small. person was resplendent 
with many diamonds and much jewellery. Velvet 
sandals, a silk scraf .. and a . brightly coloured semi­
transparent parasol completed her costume". 
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Lillian reports the unusual situation in Bali thus: 
"'One of Bali's chief attractions to the person from 
the other side of the world, far across the seas, 
is its unlikeness to every other land. It is the very 
realm of topsy-turvydom. In Bali, father stays 
home~ does the house work, feeds and minds the 
baby. It is the mother who goes out into the high­
ways and byways, carrying on the business which, 
by the way, she manages with remarkable shrewd­
ness. It is mother, too, who handles all the money 
while father looks anxiously and expectantly up 
into her eyes as he begs a little money for a new 
dress - he just hasn't a thing to wear to the coming 
cock fight. And, perhaps, indulgent mama gives 
way for she likes to dress papa up right from his 
batik-covered head to the end of his gay sarong. 
She wears almost nothing at all - a square doth 
called 'kain', brought around the waist, the ends 
given a simple hurried twist". 

Lillian's description of government in Dutch East 
Indies clearly manifests her rare power of obser­
vation. "And the Dutch govern this medley with 

·a rare skill which has come from an experience 
of • centuries and which is made possible by a tem­
perament well suited to the task. The Dutch are 
naturally a friendly people without race prejudice 
- hence sympathy for those they rule. They are 
a sturdy people, not easily excited and are inclined 

•• to think their problems through. They are modern 
in their methods, believe in science and its applica-­
tion to all their problems, therefore there are 
few mistakes and efficiency is the rule not the 
exception". 

Speaking of the change that was observed in Hong 
Kong, Lillian was surprised at the large number 
of pretty, smartly dressed Chinese women she 
saw on the streets, compared to what she saw 
in the city of twenty-five years ago. "At that 
time it was rare to see any but coolie women, 
poor drab drudges, prematurely aged by hard labour 
and rendered still more unattractive by their dinghy, 
black, flapping trousers and wide, loose, clumsy 
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jackets making them all look fat and shapeless. 
The w~man always followed many paces behind 
her man, as custom so rigidly decreed, the wind 
carrying back to her the few sing-song words _he 
cared to address her. These women of a passmg 
age still shamble along the city . roadways, their 
minds probably stunned at the darmg of the. very 
modern young Chinese who so boldly and defiantly 
oppose the enslaving dragon, Tradition". 

Lillian also gave graphic accounts o~ the radi~al 
changes that came about in Shanghai, ~anchuna, 
Manila Formosa, Korea and Japan which they 
visited' describing the people, their ways of life 
and the economic and social conditions. 

Commenting on Lillian's article series, Paul Harris, 
in a letter to Jim Davidson, wrote "I want to express 
to Lillian through you, my appreciation of . ~he 
splendid series of articles which she has been wntmg 
for THE ROTARIAN. They are little gems and 
Rotary essays. They are entitled to a high place 
in Rotariana. I had no idea how clever your good 
wife is". 
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ix Jim's Report to Rotary 
International Board of Directors 

At an informal meeting of the Board of Direc­
tors of R.I. held on April 6, 1931, attended by 
past R.I. Presidents including Paul Harris, Jim 
Davidson submitted his report covering his efforts 
at Rotary extension in the Middle and Far East. 
He mentioned that there were times when he felt 
somewhat depressed and if he had encountered 
many failures he would have been inclined to give 
up the work. But the encouragement that he had 
from others, letters of success from the clubs 
he had started kept him going. The presence of 
Mrs. Davidson and Marjory also helped. He men­
tioned that they had saved one very fine Rotary 
club, Rangoon. Some men who had agreed to join 
and who had signed up in Jim's black book "later 
stated that they changed their minds. He almost 
decided to pack up and leave. But Marjory and 
Mrs. Davidson could not agree. Ultimately eighty 
members came forward although Jim wanted to 
stop with fifty. It was the judgement of Marjory 
and Mrs. Davidson that saved the club. 

Jim reported that he first went to those countries 
in Europe where he hoped to obtain credentials 
and letters of introduction that would be necessary 
for the success of his trip. He first went to London 
and obtained a great many letters from different 
British clubs and from there to Holland, obtained 
a letter from the Minister of Colonies. Then he 
went to Paris. At Paris he got a letter from the 
Minister of Colonies to the Governor of Cochin­
China mentioning that Rotary had been successful 
in France and requesting all assistance in organising 
a club in Saigon. 

He started work in Constantinople. He worked 
very hard assisted by a fine group of Turks. Turkey 
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had changed a lot particularly the . women w~o 
we·re living in purdah were now • gomg about. m 
modern dresses" to the movies, carbarets and danc~ng. 
The women had obtained very good edu<:=ation. 
His efforts did not succeed in Constantmople. 
There no one could attempt an organisation without 
getting a government permit. There was_ a secret 
committee of the Peoples Party, supportmg Kemal­
and all applications go to this committee. Althou_gh 
Jim went to Angora and met the Minister of In~et10r 
as he did not take into confidence the ch~irn:an 
of the inner committee he blocked the application 
and hence it took four months before it came through. 

Jim proceeded to Bombay afte: passing th~ough 
Greece, Cairo, Bagdad and Persia. He estab~i~hed 
clubs in Bombay, Delhi and Madras and also visited 
the clubs of Lahore and Calcutta. From there ~e 
went to Ceylon and from Ceylon to Rango~~ m 
Burma and passed Mandalay to Bhamo. He visited 
the existing .club of Thayetmyo. From there to 
F .M.S. Java . and Sumatra and thence to Bangkok, 
Hong Kong and Canton. If he could . have stayed 
for three weeks he could have established. a club 
in Canton. He then went to Philippines where he 
was able to clear up gr.ievances in Manila. Then 
he went to Formosa where previously he had spent 
nine years. He then proceeded . to Shanghai_ ~~ere 
there existed a successful club. He also visi~ed 
Tienstsin ano Peiping clubs which were worki~g 
satisfactorily. From there he went to Manchuna 
first to Mukden and then to Harbin. He we~t_ by 
rail to Korea and by steamer to Japan. He visited 
all the clubs in Japan except Nagoya. He had all 
praise for the Tokyo club which h~d all important 
members giving a great deal of time for Rotary. 
He mentioned in particular Governor Yoneyama 
who rendered .great service to Rotary. 

Many of the old clubs in China and . the ~hilippines 
had an unfortunate system of prefacmg nick names 
to first names which often led to trying orde~ls. 
At Jim's suggestion it was agree~ t?~t the pr~ctice 
should be changed for a more dignified one m the 
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future. 

In Tientsin some members left the club due to 
their objection to the nickname system. 

In SirJgapore the leading newspaper 'The Strait 
Times' had some unkind and incorrect representation. 
Jim had a serious discussion with its editor. He 
later discovered that one of the members of the 
club, Clark, was chairman of the Board, who owned 
the newspaper, became treasurer of the new club. 
The unkind remarks of the newspaper ceased. In 
these cities English members particularly object 
to these nicknames. 

Jim mentioned that one difficulty standing in the 
way .of progress of Rotary in Asia was the depressed 
economic condition. All Asiatic commodities, in­
cluding plantation products were being sold. ,·at 
less than cost. Most members found the cost of 
Rotary high. 

There was a Rotary club in existence in a Japanese 
city operating along Rotary lines but without the 
classification system. He expressed the hope that 
Governor Yoneyama· will induce the club to give 
up the title. 

The restriction demanding 30% attendance ea¢h 
year of the Rotarian in his home club may affect 
Rotary adversely in Asia and South Africa. If it 
is enforced it will mean a constant loss of useful 
members for the reason they go on long leave 
home for climatic conditions. They already regard 
a good many of the restrictions as standing in 
the way of success. The difficulties, so far . as 
Asia is concerned, are the 10% and the 6,0% rules. 
Jim felt that you cannot create successful clubs 
in Asia by starting with the bot.tom layer and then 
expecting to work up. Due to the caste it is ab­
solutely essential for success that one starts with 
a membership of the highest type that the com­
munity affords and then works downward in order 
to obtain a cross-section of a community. There 
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was also difficulty to associate socially with re­
tailers but Jim was able to discuss the matter 
and find a solutfon. -

Regarding classification syst~m some changes were 
necessary in its interpretation. Ches had, throu~h 
his weekly • 1etter, reitei:-ated th~t because cert?m 
practices are in force m American and Canadian 
clubs, it does not necessarily mean that they all 
must be introduced among Rotary ~lubs thr~ug~out 
the world. Leaders in Asian countries are difficult 
to be convinced that weekly meetings are impera­
tive, at least for the time being. They are expected 
to meet weekly and are prepared to meet weekly 
as soon as possible. During summer months members 
continually express difficulty in at~ending weekly 
meetings and in. fact attend?nce figure~ are de­
pressingly low in such r:ne~tm_g~. Ques~10n ~on:ies 
up frequently as to the advisabihty of discontmumg 
meetings in May and October, the two ~ottest 
months in India. Jim felt that although this has 
to be discouraged they could not ~dopt a . very 
arbitrary attitude in this _matter. J1rr.1. mentioned 
that while in Madras in May, orgamsmg a club 
there the heat was so intense that he had to change 
clothing five times during a single day. 

Caste conditions are not as obstructive to the 
extension of Rotary in Asia as expected •. The edu­
cated man in Asia, whom one would want m Rotary, 
was prepared to compromise on the strict observa~ce 
of his religious rules. In many of these countries 
both • pork and beef are not served to satisfy the 
Moslem and Hindu. At another place people were 
satisfied with bread and nuts. Rotary has brought 
together in these countries many religious groups 
that formerly never broke bread togeth_er. In Bang­
kok in order to get in two very charmmg Moslems, 
Jim' had to arrange for them to bring• their own 
servants. 

One reason for Jim's success in Rotary extension. 
was that he called individually on each prospect 
in his own office where he would have the op-port-
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unity of raising any objections and Jim could nave 
as good an oppor~unity to answer· them. In this 
way, including • return. calls, Jim made over 2200 
visits on men in their offices and of that number 
he £ailed - to interest less than a dozen. The ad­
vantage of calling members • individually rather 
than meeting them in a group is that if one is 
really antagonistic ne has the opportunity of talking 
only to Jim and not to a group which might easily 
become influenced by his views. He made • sure 
that, .men wh~ do not like the idea are kept away 
from the prospects whom he was endeavouring 
to interest. - In regard to natives as members, the 
main difficulty in many countries is not obtaining 
men of right standing but that very of ten the • edu­
cated native is available in only a very few classi­
fications~ connected with professions or the govern'" 
ment as in Java and Sumatra. In order to bring 
in a- large number of natives so that Rotary may 
be given a greater opportunity to serve, Jim re.:.. 
commended_ ,Widening dassif ka tion provisions. 
Jim: would first l go" to the European. n af'prospect 
agreed_ to join he would ask him if h¢ had objection 
to natives being brought in. In most cases there 
was • no objection and in so!rie _. cases this aspect 
appealed to them as they had plenty of exclusive 
organisations already. Jim recommended that the 
classifo:atiQh field be widened. 

Occasionally one comes across a Rotarian 'who 
does riot believe in the outlying' clubs. They are 
opposed •to .. the .. lone clubs sea ttered' fa~re arid there. 
He said1 that it should be • remembered. that Chicago 
once. was 'a }orte dub. So was San Fraricisco, 1 -Winhi"' 
peg m, 19,10, Dublin • in • 1911, London in '19 H, ana· 
Pa'ris . • in 1921, Melbourne· and S}'dhey in 'Australia 
and Auckland in- New· Zealand arid Tokyo in" Japan. 
H~ asks how . carv we· get . Rotary _ info a 'c:olintry 
without starting the first ·club~ • Jirri : was ' convinced 
that a·. lone club in a country can get aldng 'if''it 
is unfortunately obliged to as in the case of Cal- , 
'cutta for _nine' years.- >The more country Tri' which 
Rotary exists the ·"greater will be its influence 
as 'an internationa:l ''organisation. Jim emphasised 



that in Asia, as in no othei:-. secti?n 
Rotary was badly ne~ded where it 
great service to humanity. 

in the world, 
can render a 

The clubs in Asia were handicapped when they 
tied down to a set of classification rules 

were d·t· • USA deviced really to meet the con i ions m . . . , 
Canada and G.reat Britain. Jim had ?~eat. admirat~on 
for the.·· ,Rotary ... Outline of Classifications which 
he consi.ders the greatest document. ~hat . Rot~ry 
ever issued. But it did not cover cond~tions_ m Asia. 
Jim sited the case of Kuala Lampur: c~ub m F_!M.S. 
The club was started sincerely bellevmg t~at the 
classification system did not mean only differe~t 
vocations but meant different races E:ngaged m 
the same vocation. Thus when ~e arrived th_ere 
Jim • was horrified to find ·a Chmese, an Ind~an, 
a Malay and a British Rotarian i_n th~. same vocation. 
However the more he looked mto it the. more he 
saw its possibilities. A ~lub org1:lnised alon~ those 
lines can render c;1 service for its commu~i~y ~ar 
ahead of the . service the present classification 
system provides. 

A Chinese barrister, an Indian and European b~rris~er 
live· generally eac:h with their own _Pe?ple,' _ m dis= 
tinctly diff~rent atmosph<:res, are t~mkmg :dlff eren • 
tly possessing vastly dlffereht view points,. are 
periorrning their work differentlr, and_ are generally 
serying,. quite · dis.t~nct groups., Jim said there . were 
vastly .· greater, differences .. between : the Chmese, 
Indian .and European .· barrister than • between t~~ 
three rnen .of one nq.tionality, tha_t. we allow _m, 
who :are practising respectively Cl:V~l, co_rp~ration 
anq patent, law.: Jim felt it was. 9uite withm_ the 
spirit o.f. classifiq1tion r~les to consider th_e Chme_se 
bar'rister, the Indian barrister and .. the Englls_h ?arr:is­
ter c1s, differe.nt minor dassifications •. The dis~mction 
is , be:tween different .racial groups, .not different 
r;i:itiqnallties~ • 

Jim. sugges~ed passing a resoultio~ _givmg directors 
autbority fo waive,. certai11·, provisions. • to handle 
differences existing. in different ·parts .of the wot"ld. 
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Jim also mentioned the need to re'lise Rotary lite-. 
rature both for extension and for information to 
suit all countries. 

Jim said in looking for additional classifications 
men dealing in the particular goods of a country 
should be treated as a distinct category. Many 
different lines of business of importance in Asia 
are left out in the Classification Outline. 

Regarding weekly meetings, Jim said- that there 
are in Asia situations that require some concession• 
in the . early days of a club. He suggested that 
the organisation should go forward and charter 
i,ssued on condition that the charter is liable to 
canc:ella tion if the dubs are unable to. meet weekly, 
within a certain period. In some cities where Rotary 
functions there are • no hotels or 'restaurants to 
provide a place for we,ekly meetings .• Had it not 
be.en • for the ec9nomic depression efforts would 
have been ta.ken ·to put up community halls. Regard­
ing the size· of clubs Jim j1.1Stff ied startiri'g some 
clubs with a membership far rrio're than 40 or 50 
charter members. :Through frequent transfers, re~ 
tirernent • and home leave, Jim felt; the club must 
be organised with a • larger membership in Asia 
so ,as to maintain a 'sufficient number to operate. 
In hot weather the attendance at weekly meetings 
tlJrn out to be too poor. Jim suggested that their 
custom of confining the number of charter members 
to 35 of some other arbitrary number ,was not 
desirable in Asia. Jim concluded that Rotary was 
such a wohderful .organisation and can render great 
service to· the' 'World and it should • not be handi­
capped by 'proc:edi:1re··that is suited to perhaps only 
a part of the Rotary wodd. You have to ask your­
selves whether 'h wilf work out in Asia, in South 
Africa. 
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x Lillian's Address at the 
Seattle Convention, 1932. 

Bob Hill, Chairman· of the Seattle Convention 
programme committee, lea'.nt that Jim Davidson 
would not be able to be present at the Convention. 
He hoped that Lillian would be there and he felt 
an address by her would be a high point in the 
Convention program. 

Giving a broad outline fQr the speech, Ches Perry 
wrote to Lillian: suggesting that she. may confine 
herself to expressing appreciation of the opportunity 
that the Dayidsons. had to carry the message, qf 
Rotary around the wor)d. She c::ould also mention 
that it was a trip of hardships, but at the same 
time it was, on 'the whole, an enjoyable experience. 
She could also refer: to the way in which Rotary 
was being • acc:epte.d in ,,,the countries they visited 
and· their impressions.·· on . the future of Rotary in 
those countries. She could further ref er how pleased 
sh.e was ln . writing the travel articles for THE 
ROT ARIAN and over .· the cordial reception that 

_had been afforded them. • •• • • • 
. } :· 

Introducing the. spea1<er at the Conyention, Sydney 
P~scall,, Rotary International president, • said· that 
Mrs •.. Davidson had related in a most entertaining 
and delightful. styl~ some Of the- interesting experi­
~nces aT\d, these articles, appeared .ir1 THE ROTA­
RIAN. Jim's own, r:eport .has• been delivered ·before 
the Board of Directors. Because of Jim's illness, 
Mrs.· Davidson has • kindly consented to . give them 
a mixture of these two narratives, the official 
details and the unofficial side-lights of .the extension 
of Rotary in Southern Asia. He added that the 
effectiveness of Jim's visits was made infir1itely 
greater by the presence of Mrs. Davidson and • Mar-
jory. 
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I g~ve below· a verbatim. account of Mrs. Lillian 
Davidson's address: TRAILING ALONG THROUGH 
ASIA. 

We. of . the Western world, no matter what our 
nationality, have built up a belief in our superiority 
bad ~nough at home, but deplorable when travelling 
for it acts like ~ ~in prick to others. We for get 
that where superaonty really exists, it does not 
have to call attention to itself. Because they differ 
from our own, all too o~ten we ridicule and condemn 
the manners and customs• of others. 

"He that is without sin among you, let him • first 
ca~t a sto~e at her". Could there be a more ideal 
guide of hfe ? ls there_ any one nation, or any 
one race so near perfection as to be the first to 
cast the stone of criticism ? 

Custom reconciles us to everything._ If you question 
this, Just·• glance t~r?ugh a _ b~tch of old family 
photographs. • The ridiculous hats and stiff, ugly 
gowns will always bring forth a hearty laugh. And 
yet, th~se very styles were once considered the 
las~ wo:d in smartness. • But with us custom is like 
a llghtnmg change artist. 

Not - so in Asia where cus,tom, ancient ·custom,. 
has always been law. There, habit arid thought 
are !he result _of centuries. It has • retarded advance 
but it has to its credit ve_nercttion of. one's forefa~ 
thers •. ~o longer·.·. can. Asia be thought. of as "The 
unchangmg . East", for.- the last decade has seen 
many • changes~ • More and more the intellectual 
men and woi:nen of Asia are endeavouring to break 
down th~ dicta~es of< custom .. Among those who , 
~ave radically different_ ways of thinking, sympathy 
Is the one force that wiH level the barriers between 
races: Rotary,. stran~ely enough, seems the only 
orgamse? effort to· bnng' the East and West together~ 
Many times after. ~~ ' organisation meeting,. 'both 
Europ~~ns ~nd Asiatics· have told Jim, "this is 
the f11:-st time • we have broken bread together''• 
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One cannot travel and study as we did (we sp:nt 
months in some of the countries) with~ut bemg 
convinced that . there is . more likeness among the 
pepple of the world than unlikeness. Strike the 
right chord • and the response is much the same 
everywhere. 

Th·e women of Asia, and I. shall speak lar~ely of 
them, exert perhaps more influence than -is gen­
erally believed. Do not assume 1that the changes 
have been entirely. confined to .the male sex. The 
Turkish men were forced by President Kemal and 
his government to m~ke startling changes, such 
as discarding their ancient h~adgear, th7 fez, and 
the replacing of the old complicated Arabic alpha~et 
by the Roman one which . was taking place durmg 
our visit. The Turkish women, oh the other hand, 
although they had been taught_ for countle~s ages 
immodesty of exposing the face, volun~anly ~nd 
courageously threw bac½ their concea_lmg veils, 
bound t.hem. turban-fash10n about their . shapely 
heads and for the first time in history, with fa~es 
bare, stepped out into the public streets. With 
velvety black eyes beneath . the?e. gauzy _ turbans 
and in Paris frocks, they were irresistible. 

Human costuming is a queer thing and simply. a 
matter of opinion. Nudity does not mean indecency. 

• The Balinese woman; pure and chaste, bare ~rom 
waste up, carries • hereself like a . queen. The Chinese 
woman, . on the other hand, will not e~pose the 
neck while the Indian Muslem woman covers. her­
self 'completely with a voluminous white cap~ con­
taining two eye holes. What. would~· she thmk_,. I 
wonder, of our backless evenmg. gowns and ~is.~s 
of bathing suits ? Just a matter of custom, isn t 
it? 

In Constantinople, or Istanbul as it should now 
be called in a modern Turkish home on the' bluffs 

'overlooking the beaut!f ul blue Bosphorus~ ;-7e _met 
a group of Turkish men, men:ibers. of Jim s ht.tJe 
advisory committee, and their wives. _Over the 
tea cups, the women plied me with quest10ns about 
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Rotary. That 
indignation, I 
unfortunately, 
club. 

. , . 
women· were not accepted . caused 

assure • you. Government restrictions, 
prevented success in organising a 

Many ' on this continent doubtless think that all 
Greece must be peopled by the type of Greek labour­
ers and push stand vendors we see in our cities. 
The residents of Athens, undoubtedly influenced 
by _ their ancient culture, possess an • appreciation 
of art and literature to a degree perhaps not ex­
ceeded in any other land. A prominent banker 
who accepted the • presidency of the Rotary . club 
of Athens, spent long morning hours at his bank 
that he might ·pass the afternoon in his library, 
one of· the fin est in Greece. Distinguished • in ap­
pearance, often handsome,· the women are nearly 
a:ll intelle_ctual an.d well informed, seldom speaking 
less than fol!r languages. • One little Patrician lady, 
member • of a: prominent family, remarked: "We· 
must learn many other languages, for our country 
is so small no one will bother to learn from us". 

It is next to • impossible for the· stranger to meet 
the Egyptian· women .of Cairo. When at home they 
remain hidden in their harem. Whe·n they appear 
on the street, they look much alike in their flowing 
black robes, their faces beneath the eyes, concealed 
by the_ ,black yashmak or veil, held in place by 
a gold nose piece. I questioned a Rota_rianis wife. 
"0, yes," she replied "I • know a • number· -of them 
but entertaining ·them requires much preparation. 
When ··they wish -· to return my visit, they hotify 
me well irt advance -· so . that I can send my men 
servants away -for the afternoon and take godd 
care to pr_$vent any possibility of my husband re­
turning home Unexpectedly". The Cairo and Alexan­
dria dubs are -· both _ international in membership. 

A charming, sweet:..manhered girl was -Ma~y Salameh, 
daughter of a Syrian Rotarian of the Jerusalem 
club. Her mother was ill but Mary proved a delight­
ful hostess~ Not for anything would I have missed 
the a.f ter noon • Mary and I spent together plodding 
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over the Via. Dolorosa, chatting . about th!s ancient 
city. lt • is appalling to think . of Jerusale~, . the 
most sacred spot on earth to three great rehgio~s, 
as a city of hatreds and intolerance. The club _Jim 
organised there contains Arabs, Jews, and Gentiles •. 
~ow .there are clubs at Haifa and. Beyrut. 

17.67 reach Bagdad we were obliged to. motor .six 
hundred miles across the North Arabian . Desert. 
Rachel whom we met there, was a pretty Arab 
girl • ot' seventeen with modern ideas and the first 
of he.r sex to work in an office. "You don't know 
how terrible- it is'', she said to. me, "for all my 
friends criticize me .for working witb men".. Imagine 
the , disgust with which . women of Bc:1.gdad, who 
had worn their all ,concealing c.osturne for thousands 
of· xears, would· regard cute little . Rachel with 
her bobbed hair, armless flapperlike . dr~sses and 
glistening silk. stockings. That Allah hc:!.,d not .struck 
her down. for her impiety would be a source of 
constant wonder to them. 

One day she introduced me to her pretty little 
mother ... "Youc, mother :?/', I , queried for she looked 
little more • than a girl~ "Yes" said Rachel, "You 
see., . my mother was• married at thirteen and I 
was·. borh when ·she .. was fourteen".· Rachel showed 
me. about· with mud1,;·,pc:1._tience .•. qntil I express_ed 
a desire, to see · the .. tomb of Zobeida, favourite 
wife• of • Haroun Al Rasc.tlid. ,At this she gasped, 
"But, Mrs. D;:i.:--veed-son,-: why you .want to go. to 
a. cimitry . ? While 'much interest· was expressed 
ih Rotary there,, Jim felt that_ both Ba&dad and 
Ieheran, Persia's capital, were a~ yet too maccess-
at?Je. 

· The .· Parse.es, originally Persians, • .are the most 
successful. business • men in India. One well known 
among them,· Sir • Phiroz SetJ-ir:ia, is president . of 
the ,Bombay Rotary club;, one of 1:h_e trree Jndian 
dubs. J1m organised. The Parsee Jad1es, often ;very 
handsome, . a,nd exceptionally inte!Hgent, . flit ab<;>ut 
the streets ·like. lovely butterflies in their becoming_ 
saris, for they early adopted this ·graceful costume 
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of • the Hindu women. They scour the markets of 
Europe for rich silks, brocades; georgettes ahd 
crepes to supplement the gorgeous native silks 
woven with gold and silver threads. One Parsee 
lady showed us her assortment of saris, numbering 
perhaps half a hundred. The sari is a fascinating 
garment that never goes out of style. It is a length 
of material, silk for the rich, cotton for the poor 
six yards' in length and. fortyfive inches wide which 
is . wound several times about the hips to form a 
skirt, the free end' being draped over one shoulder. 
The Parsee w:oman had. made one change~ She brings 
the end up over her head and custom decrees that 
she must never be seen with uncovered head. 

The .beautiful -white marble home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Du~sh Sr. is one· of the show places. of Bombay. 
Their two sons, one a Rotarian, and their wives 
live with them. We did so enjoy these two cultured, 
much travelled. young \Vomen, sisters·, by ,the way. 
After we bad been shown .. 'over the mansion, we 
stepped out upon.: the verandah. "Over there are 
the Towers of, Silence" said Mrs. Dubash. We could 
just see the tops with .fluttering black forms of 
vc1.1ltures circling above. Here• js, just another dif­
ference of opinion. To: the. Parsee our, method of 
polluting the. earth with dead. · bodies • is just • as 
?bnoxious as their: ~ay, of exposing: their dead :high 
m the sky on a gridiron, food for vultures, is to 
us. But there is no, gainsaying the fact, it is .a 
cleanly method. • 

In Calcutta we were invited by a well known· Indian 
lawyer to ,the modern and stately horne of himself 
and his brothers, one of whorn was a Rotarian~ 
My host conducted me. to. the zenana, or women's 
apartment, for • ,his . ladies were • in . purdah. On :a 
couch was . a very tiny, ba.py. Whose baby is this?" 
I asked of a yo.1.:1ng . lady • of eighteen who spoke 
English. "My sister she replied, as she pointed to 
a small richly gowned . young girl. She looked .like 
a little school girLto. me, so I asked • "Is this her 
first child?" 11Oh no," came the answer. She is 
nineteen· and this her,' fourth child. She- was married 
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at thirteen". Remembering that sad little face; 
it gave me great satisfaction to read a few months 
later that due to the influence of Indian women's 
organisations ' supported by many cultured Indians 
and by British members of the government, legis- . 
lation had. been passed prohibiting child marriages. 
A truly momentous change 

While .in Delhi, we were entertained by that great 
Viceroy of India, ·Lord Irwin, and Lady Irwin. Many 
Indian ladies were • present, which in itself was 
evidence of change .. One . of the ladies, however, 
was still in purdah and therefore- was being serv~d 
in a separate apartment into which no man was 
permitted to enter. These Indian women were ins­
trumental in· collecting a• large sum· of money for 
educational purposes~ • 

In Colombo we had dinner at the home of a cultured 
and delightful Sinhalese gentleman, Mr. Donald 
Obersaker, •. a writer· of several historical bobks 
on Ceylon. His wife', a plump, motherly little soul, 
greeted us dressed in her native costume, tight 
silk· •.• sarong and spotless white muslin basque. Like 
mothers- everywhere, she was never so • happy as 
when talking of her two sons who were attending 
Oxford. Mr. Obersaker was one of several Sinhalese 
whom' Jim had·.obtained for the club.·. 

While, in Burma, we saw much of Mathon Nyun, 
seventeen year old daughter of a Burmese Rotarian. 
The mother could speak to us only in terms of 
smiles, ·but Mathon was., going to high school and 
spoke excellent! English. She had a dainty picture, 
her ,Small slender body tightly swathed in apricot 
silk . sarong and spotless white basque, a parasol 
framing her head with black • hair. About little 
Mathon' was an air of gentleness and culture which 
many of our Western girls woutd-:do well to copy. 
The independent little Burmese. women of the lower 
castes are a laughter-loving lot wi.th keen business 
heads and they •· like to keep shop. They• squat on 
little platforms in the big bazaars, smoking their 
"whacking white cheroots". There is a· Rotary dub . 
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in Thaye~myo that: ~s :almost entirely Burmese in 
memb~rsh1p. The president of the important Rangoon 
club 1s U •. ~aung Set, a Burman, well liked by 
all commu~1t1es. Once in Malaya, when motoring 
along at night on the edge of a jungle our motor 
car t,ur~ed turtle, pinning us beneath.' Malays of 
the coohe class rushed to our rescue, and although 
they ~poke no word of English, their • sympathy 
and ~m~ness. were ,great. It. is• true that we are 

• c1;ll m1~s1~nanes for good or· evil. Because of this 
httle. mc1de~t, the gentle Malaya . folk will ever 
remam enshrmed in our hearts. 

In the seven clu~s • i~ British Malaya, in addition 
to Europeans, are. many .Straits-born Chinese and 
some ·. Malay and l~dian _members. The Singapore 
~lub hc1;s • grown rapidly smce my .. husband - started 
It. Cunously enough, it was the o,ne in all Asia 
niy husband had_ th_e hardest time to organise be., 
cause of t~e ed1t_onal hostility of the leading new­
spaper_, ~h1:h evidently wanted • Singapore to have 

' the d1stmct1on ~f. being the only dty without a 
Rotarr . dub. It is ~herefote interesting. that today 
the Smgapore club 1s ,the largest in all Asia . with 
168 members :ef some·· twenty different nationalities 
and races. 

No hostess could have received us with more graci­
ousne~s and chqrm than a Javanese Princess in 
Bata~1a •. She was a relative bf Prince Pakoe Alum 
of, DJOkJakarta; a Rotarian. At a glance one ,would 
set her. ;·down . as a woman of unusual intellect. 
She had been educated· at the University. of Leyden, 
Hollan(!, and •had dake two years post graduate 
work at the University of London. While in London 
she wa~ pr.esented _at court and showed us the .beauti.., · 
ful batik sarong she, had;worn. • 

On one . occ~si6n, in, 'the· Djokjakarta .• Rotary dub, 
upon bemg addressed as "Your Highnes,s" _ for 
he_ was . the ruler oL one of the native states -
Prmce Pakoe . Alum objected, and said "Here I 
am not 'Y?ur Highness'•', but Rotarian Pakoe Alu:0 11 • 

He. appreciated the; opportunity Rotary. gave him 
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of contact not only with the Dutc_h but _ also wi
1
t 

visiting Rotarians. His attendanc~ 1s almost 100¾>. 
Some outstanding Javanese are m the seven clubs 
now in Java and Sumatra. 

Through Royal favour we attended· .a Shrimpi Dan_ce,: 
given by the Sultan_ ~f Djokjakar~a, Java m hon~ur 
of a high Dutch offlc1al, a Rotarian_; who was ~oing 
home on leave. The great, many-pillared, audience 
hall open on all sides, with its rose-str~wn approa~h, 
and' agleam with lights was tr\llY a . bit_· of. a fairy 
land. The dance performed by eight little princesses, 
four of fifteen years, one of whom was thE: daugh~er 
of the Sultan, aJnd • four of six or _seven years, was 
an aesthetic display of grace, • refinement and per­
fect physical control representing early and constant 
training and discipline. 

Bali, where we spent Chris_tmas wee~, was without 
question the most fascinating spot in ou_r travels. 
Life goes on there in the sal!1e manner _it h~s, for 
hoodreds of years past. This picturesque little _island. 
with its million inhabitants, stra!"gely escaped the 
attention of Western powers until 1906,. when the 
Dutch· took over, for it is. close to ~ava; and th_ey 
govern with as little interference with the quaint 
customs of the people as possible. 

' 
Bali · is a paradise. for women. Here the positi~n 
oi, the sexes is just reversed. Fathe~ stays horn , 
does the house work and feeds the babies on cocou~t 
milk while mother handles the. money bags •. Charlie 
Chaplin says Bali· is the·. only. place where_ he .Jo~nd 
no depression. NaturaUy, there would be none with 
Mother ,a:t _ the helm. She sells the produce and 

· ockets the .· money, a- necessary arrang~ment as 
~ather is like our men folks here .• an mv~terate 

ambler. Imagine the poor man 1:1eekly. ask1~g for 
~oney; ahd'' Mother, looki~g at hun st:mly m, the 

- demanding "What did you do: with the ten 
~~;per cash I g~ve you l?tst wee~?" She doUs Fa~her 
up in lots. of_. cloths to make hHTl look pretty. ,and 
wears little herself. A Rotary club th_ere would 
of .necessity have to be composed of· women, and 
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Jim, man like, balked at this. 

In Siam through the kindness of Prince Purachatra, 
president - of the Bangkok Rotary club, we were 
invited to the palace to a private cinema exhibition. 
The king and me:mhers of the Royal family are 
keen about moving pictures. A gorgeous chair had 
been placed for his comfort but, after a few mo-

-ments he walked_ back to the platform on which 
his brother Prince· ,Purachatra, also an enthusiast, 
was operating Jhg projectqr,, • and macfe a running 
comment_.·· llP.0n,the;i pfotuiesl•a'.s ""they appear;ed, upon 
the screen fqr. they :wer:e his own. One· word about 
Prince Purachatra. We talk of . Western energy 
a,nd Eastern - idolence. This prince· is a whirlwind 
of energy. Never have· we met anyorie like him .. 
The Bangkok Rotary club, including five princes 
as active members is largely Siamese. The king, 
a most efficient ruler, was a recent speaker. 

"You can't 'bring different Asiatics together .-·in 
a _ dub. Differences- Jn-;:ca.ste _ and, religion. will not 
permit of itll,, Jim was • informed ·over and over 
again. \'Can'! is the only word;· Jim· will recognize 
in, extension work. In Bangkok ,were two Moslems, 
important· in -business_, fine, .. ,-desirable men.. "We· 
wo,uld; like to join, Mr. Davidson," . they said, .. II but 
you knqw _we cannot ·eat, food prepared by non'­
belieyers''· l'Why,: ·that's simple,11,Jim replied, ''bring 
yoµr- : _qwn servant, ,Jet,- hh:n . prepare your'· food and 
se,rve' _you''. _i,'\l)cL,at the· inaugural -mee;ting, among 
the dozen Q• • >.more.,,,nationalities., .inaking up . the 
rnember:ship,, w,ere these: two. smiling,-Moslems, a 
Moslem.·. se,rvant;rbehind .. • their ;~hairs~"dn · other paces, 
Jim got over· the difficulty of certain conflicting 
religions by not ·having either beef or pork served 
at the Rotar'y luncheon~.: He ~an ;:s,ee no• reason for. 
not rnal<ing conqessi~ns-,.~hen,,necessary~-• 

,, 
~ ~ t. 

Rotary, luncheon • ih , Malaya,. would look • strange 
, to, you. -You would ,nJ>te, a· vardety in ' dress w,ith 

some at the table wear:ii;ig hats, for with tl;le Mqs-· 
lem, it would be, ar,f act.,of discourtesy, .to• .. appear 
arriong, friends. ,uoco:Y.e.red, -· wh.ile ,with., the, olhers 



it .would be equally discourteous • to wear·. a hat. 

The cute, bob haired, often pretty Chinese women 
of Hong Kong and Shanghai in their attractive 
costumes of silk or brocade - a compromise between . 
European and Chinese styles - are now frequently 
seen on the streets, in the theatre or on the dance 
floor, with their Chinese husbands or male friends, 
often handsome men, and generally in. European 
clothes .. A few years ago a Chinese woman and 
man never appeared together in public. The woman 
walked •sexeral paces behind if ,on . the• street. There 
are ma:ny Chinese members of the . six clubs now 
in China; Dr. •• F:ong See, a talented Chinese, is 
president of the Sanghai dub, and .. Dr-. Tso, one 
of . the . leaders .in the Chinese commuity; is the 
incoming president of <the Hong Kong club. Chinese 
are available in many classifications. 

The gentle, dignified, sweet little ladies of Japan, 
I ·am· thankful to say, still cling to their kimonos 
fOr they are delightfully picturesque in them •• Baro­
ness Togo, lovely wife of the president of the Tokyo 
Rotary, club,• her arm~ filled with flowers, was 
a,t the . station early in the morning to·. greet us~ 
There were many ··opportunities to•,.,meet. the other 
Rotary • Jadies', • including·· a Japanese. Geisha: pa:rty, 
arranged by ·the. Rota:ry: • Go:vernor Yoneyama a:t 
t'1e :exclusive Maple Leaf· •• club.iJim ·unfortunately 
was, too ':ill to go,;'. but myr' dallghter<;•,,and I· enjoyed. 

• it immensely. I relished every Ja:pan~se dish, even 
the raw fish. Perhaps:: you .are ·horrified at the sugges;.. 
tion of raw fish, yet,,you •• eat raw oysters, and, 
if the same ·:seasoning <is • use·d., they tas'l:e much 
the same·. • • • 

One day, -while visiting atI'the home of a· Japanese 
Rotarian in Kyoto, the engaging young • daughter 
qtme in. She has recently returned from New York 
where she;, had .•.been visiting a· ·married sister and 
was dressed . in chic European sports elothes. She '· 
expressed the, hope. ,of .coming to:· <:a:nada soo.n, 
so, T told, her ·she must corr1e to. see us. "Will your. 
mother. be : with· you, ?11 I asked;1::8he threw an; arm 

affectionately ?bout her sweet, refined little mother 
!w~fman possibly fif~y-five, and laughingly asked; 

e ' now Mrs. Davidson I ask . ou h 
I take such an old, old lady with ~ ?11 ~/ should 
very modem to me. • sounded 

~e d_ id find many changes • J d t m apan. The business 
Is net of the big Cities especially Tokyo, with 

~fiht ;eodern b:ocks and motor, car congestion 
. • . one o a dozen or more cities in the f ~1ted States. The nine Rotary clubs in Japan 

5
~ _e 0 1fh clubs here, . are. largely of native member~ 

1 
1P• . •. e Japanese: take- to Rota,ry readily, have 

darge attenda~c~ averages and maintain a high 
egr~e. of_ eff1~1ency. They can ; fill almost ever 

class1f1cat1on with their own people. Y 

~ow, . the lesson in a_ll this mingling with Turks, 
. gypt1ans, Arabs, Persians, Indian Moslems H' d 
Burmese Java • s· . ' m us, 

d E ' nes:, iamese, Chinese '·and Japanese 
an ~ropean residents in the East - my husband 
m~de some,; 2~00 falls on. them ,in all - is•, ·that. 
with each nat1ona1Ity; on~ finds some virtues that 
~: and the' others; lack •• No nation and no race 

s a monopoly. of all that Js good and deslrable. 
None a monopoly ·. of aH the defects. If an Asiatic 
looks • strange and eccen~rk . to us, you ma. rest 
~ss~ed . t~at we appear • m the same light t~ him 

e irntates ~s, we irritate him to the sam; 
, ?egr;e, only he Is gen~rally too courteous to show 

It. . e of the West m our interracial contacts 
aAr: t<:>ften lacking in the good manners that many' 

s1a 1cs possess. 

Unfortun,?te_ly'. in ~any countries in Asia the edu-
• ~~ted As1at1c is. available in very few classifications 

Im favours a widening of the classification rule; 
tat a larger number of desirable nationals in the 

ast may be available for Rotary. 

Jim sends this message to you. Nowhere . in the 
~orld . can Rotary render a greater. ~ervice than 
~ t Asia,. where so much racial antagonism .exists. 

o ary Is badly needed there. Do' not encourage 
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unnecessary and crippling rules. Simplify rather 
than complicate your procedure. 

"Oh, East is East and West is West and never the 
twain shall meet" has been dinned into the ears 
of the world since Kipling penned those lines 'in 
1889. They ,say the devil can cite, scripture for 
his purpose. Likewise, those quoting the memorable 
passage seldom ,bother to finish the verse which 
has an especial significance for . you Rotarians 
gathered at this Convention: 

"But there is ~either East nor. West, nor border, 
nor breed, nor birth, 
"When two strong men stand to face though they 
come from the ends of the earth''· 

President Pascall, concluding • the session said: "We 
have . • read ,witn appreciation the written word, 
but the spoken word we heard· this morning out~ 
weighs it all with its charm. We are deeply grateful 
to Mrs. Davidso.n for her delightful address, and 
we receive Jim's message in terms which I can 
cordially endorse with. my recent experience, _with 
great gratitude, and send back through Mrs. Davidson 
to .. Jim •our cordial greeting to him and our best 
wishes .for good health'. He also introduced Marjory 
to the audi~nte. 
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xi Rotary's Homage. to a Leader 

The strain of Jim . Davidson's journey and 
h~rd, work under adver5;e con~itions in Asia sapped 
his ~nergy and undermined his • health. In spite of 
~11 the_ tender care and nursing by Lillian and Mar­
JOr~ Jim passed away oh July 18, 1933 after a 
valiant struggle. The sa:d news was immediately 
,r~layed by, telegrams .and letters by Ches Perry, 
Secretary • of Rotary International, to the· four 
co~ners of . the Rotary world. International press 

• also gave wide coverage of the newsi · · .· 

Condolence messages poured in by ,telegrams and 
letters from Rotary leaders .of many lands and 
from R?tary clubs around the world and from per­
sonal fnends. of the Davidsons. I. give i;>elow selected 
extracts . of,. the rriessag(fs: as they are toe>' nu in emus 
to ·• be included in fuH> Thes'e,·:messa·ges retieal the 
v~rfous: fa~ets of Jim's ,charaicter and career. They 
are:· reproduced as they ate so that. the, force of 
the1r. appeal may not be diluted. 

GPY AND ANN GUNDAKER, R.I. President, 1923-24-
-
What _ec:m I ;say to, you dear pe6ple, to let you know 
h°:.W ~eeply. Guy and~ I .. feel about Jim's passing. 
A· martyr to Rotary is what he will always be to 
us. Y 6ti have •• struggled so valiently to • be all in 
all ar'Yd td brinl,1him back to. health ·that it seems 
cruel to have him• r pas-s • in his priri1e·. If. there . is 

. now or ever. s~all . be anything . be it • great or small. 
that G~y or I 'cart do, please let us· know. The happy 
memories of_ our _few. qays • together will always 
be one of life's • hd1 :tops Tor us~ Our,dearest and 
best to• you both. • • • 

SIR CHARLES 'A.· 'MANDER; PRESIDENT RIBI 
1929-30 



wl1~n, .. :we w~re .• star;ting .. Qff .· on . ; our reJyrn home 
l~st juhe, bqt i .will always r~coilect with. pleasure 
that 1:>rief talk w~ich we had, which gave ah insight 
into his type arid qualities, ano convinced rrie that 
Rotary Int~rnatipnal chose well when they deputed 
hiril to undertake his great task in the Eastern 
n.emisphere~, We shall always feel . that in laying 
the• found~tion stone . for the . Rota.ry movement 
in the, Eastern· regions, ,he performed . one of the 
r:nost outstanding acts of service for the movement 
and in so doing todeited his life. • • 

SYbNEY w. PASCALL, it.I .• PRESIDENt 1931-3.2 

jlm*s ()clSSing has bro~ght me much.sadness. Alth~ugh 
I had not met him very of ten our friendship goes 
back a Jorg, way now , anp , it ,is .one . of my very 
v,ahied · possessions, for .J .feel that ,nothing. cari take 
it away. 

f. w,as happy to f~ii.ow' in your focitsteps. in .the East, 
and Wc;lS a gteat debtQr; ,bepefi-i:ting by Jhe ' flrie 
atmosphere yoµ , nad ' create.df No qhe, who' ha.s 
opt had the advantage' that j hav~ ,of vi,sltlng JiiTl!s 
clubs, 1 c;ah have. the, i~,~.s-i: cotj~eptioh 9( th,~ , gre.clt . 
)VOr,k he <Hd, arid of. the• hanc,licap~ amid .wHich . he 
labour.etj .. His. work, jn the A2asl ·and . ear Her, ih Alls-; 
tr~Ha • .incl N~w. zea1arid was . unique ... t doubt . if 
apy' dt,~er ; ~an I .i J.n9r '; f9pick '~a.y~ ; A9p~' ,if' :an,d_) 
am constantly fa:i.l.e,d wJtJ:i; tHa:h,fl.dm1rat10n· Jpr him 
9~i. i~s,, ~~,coU~t~ • s,Jt. i. it,' .,was : ,t~e; rilap . ~~wseH 1 ~Ho 
&rtPP,9. '.,nie; ,th~ .,}V,(?f\k ~?S , !TI~re~y • bls ,ou1rcir~ . e,,c"'. 
pr~ss1ot1,. L have rarnlx, if. ever; made a f r'lehd who 
idba,s:trohger .H;hpres~ioii upon m~ .. 
\/ ;:,~\- :.;· ! "'.) •. ·'; _;( j }·11 1

, =., i.··. :/ ... , • 
1 

~.: :i '• ·\·.-,•; i , :_l· i i i· :. ·, i ,· I ::: , • 

AR~H C~ KLUMPH, R.J. BRESIDENT,1916iJ7 
-,i_-:;_;. : ··, ~ ..... · ~- .·: t·· ;·• __ ·: .. _ -.11, . _.·/ ,,;·! __ .·,:·: 1.-"_~ _ .\;· :· 1 .L>:i, 

i.;, ~rlqw Hq,. wqrds • of .. mlrie . ~~n ltght~h j,6UJ-. loacl Bijt 
sHil ydU Hidy g¢t just a HH1e totriHfrt.lH .k~otviHg' 
hd\1/ Hfaliy ~ed~ie idved 'arid' hoHdUr~d .jlftt a.HH at 
ik~ sa'.rke· tHHe:·a'Hf syth~aiHislHg tvl±k yl:>U. 

t s~erH ma.Hy yedrs oh tHe Foreign> ExtehsloH. bdki~ 
rnii:ee with jHti • as · ydU prbbaBly kHow. H iia~1: i 

ple_asure ~nd prfv_ilege t~ know hin;i, and the services 
which you i:!-hd . ,he rerider~d to '• Rotary ! dUring the 
t~~ year~ ~broa~ wer,e oiie of the greatest contri-
butions to tlie orgariisatioh l::ly any 'one. • 

ARHUR H. SAPP R.i. PRESibENt 1927--28 
' ' 

Since Los . Angles Convention t have 'known Jim 
more . ot. Jess: ,inHrhately~ . 1:. recall foiiowirig that 
c;:onxention visiting, you ,ancl him at Your home 
iry the corlij:>aiiy df Vi\rlan Carter ahd a number 
of other RotariaHs~ 

Jiiti 's "uricbrtquerable soul ii' will travel ori in the 
remarkaBle achievements of his life. 

jciI-iN NELSON R.I. PRESIDENT 1933-34 

Jim~ 'was , ali ihsfHnt~on ,,Hi. Rotary, as wei1 as one 
~f lt~ most . b~lqved figdres. The first he earHe8 
~5\; hi~. j~f~ls~a.~i~' s~r{r!c:~ 1 , to Rota,ry :_ (;!\ferywhefe. 
T~e. se't:c,n<l'/'he: Just "1naturally • wotf ''by his winsoitie 
c;Harad~t. • He cahhot be repi~diilL;1n· ::kotary· • a.Hy 
rtior~. jhah he can ih yolfr' bwn iHe. I coUht' it a 
privHege, 'to,' have known 'Jiltti aiid ', to have beeii 
~~J~J~,c1, '~t.K+ti:l. as.

1
~ Hieh9~ if, any, thitig c~h c:orn,:: 

p~nsa.,t<:! yo~ for you,r loss it • must be the. tfioUsanl:l.i 
~t fn~t¥ag~s·,: 4Hsp~keh . a~ . «,eiJ ~s spok~Hr· wH1eh 
m.' .·ust • oe. ·."'. cbmih~ .• •· .. td ·' .. y' o.\i • tHrou.·.gH ' .. •tH~ .. •· 'th.·;,.-,.·.·.:.< .. ".·' '.··. "1·1·. · · h' , .. , , · I;! , · . . . , ., . . . . . e er as. we 
~? .. . t }: Jti~H,)r?m, _tH9se. tnt P.Hzeti, his' bohiradeship 
and who admired ahd ldved the itlari~ 

• • •• " - , -- \ . : • ·: i" ' { ~ ·1 ,; 

ltAY Mt5No AA. ttAvi::~~ R.t • riil::sibkNt 1i~2-~d 
_·rt;.-· .. • :~\">.~::, ;-·· _ ;:; ,.: ;···."~ -~:::.' :.: .· , . 

i '.'/Hci.vel:' ~~H@:!'.fi.ij~k" ·qy~F +H§)iy ·:·R~Mry • t~i'eHetfoes 
~!~~~, '1r;¥a~:ifig:•·:w~v·ry~~iq~ ·ofi" .. J~~'s, ~t:is;sirfg aHtl: ,f 
te'cai1· •• witfi)'~. :tf~meH~N~Us,::i~H:tiolJnt of, pfo~sur~ i tH~ 
m~~X :: cd~t~t~{s ::ii; Wetg~NHif 'l.H~ci . *Hh, ,HiHfr·· AH i 
~~if~~.~}\'•is :fn.~.t; I:r~xt~~~'i"'f•~ ·yoU im9· \ie~f · ~H-lE~HilH 
sfttipaUWfiH wH·i€H G'J!aHy§,fJ011is +Hel :. : ·' • ,;, , 

t';);~ttdw\'~~H~t Ydtff' •!dtiiiU~~ 'tlh~'i't~Ut} gH~lit,, is~~ 
foh ,: Jilli, , a:tid' tH~ gtl+tpa.tl-iy 6f': kif: fH~Hy hrnH~s 



and their expressions given to you by the hundreds 
will help you bear up in your present trnuble. 

CLINTON P. ANDERSON R.I. PRESIDENT 1932-33 

Of course you realise better than most p~ople 
. how well I knew Jim and how much I thought of 
him. l think one of the finest things he .ever said 
to me. came up at .the time I visited you in Van­
couver after the Seattle Convention.· He remarked 
that from his stand point he was as well satisfied 
to have me be President, Rotary International, 
as to hold the position himself because he knew 
how ·. sympathetic I was toward the w9rk_ he had 
done in the Orient and the Levant, and that i would 
do my best to carry out his thoughts and p)ans. 

' - ; . .'· . • 

Many things will be • written to you praising the 
accomplishments . of Jim in the establishm.ent of 
Rqtary in Aw;tral.ia and New Zealand on . his first 
trip aS a missionary for the . movement, . and .also 
in. praise of the wonderful devotion_ to the cause 
which .. he . displayed on the trip which you all made 
together .. 

He was one of..-·,the• most interesting •• characters 
l hc1.ve'ever l}let,: one of the most sacdficing mi,ssiorJ:-: 
aries. our - rriovement., eyer had, and ,.as fine cl· -~dend 
as .a man, could ask. There will be few who •,will 

• rniss him:more,than f~iH.• • • - • 

FRANK L.MULHOLLAND R.I. PilESIDENT 1914'.::t5 
'' -, ,, ' ,,..; -: '.. \' 

The news of Jim's' passing will be rec~ived with 
sorrow by thousand .. s of :his f'riends,,s<::attered thrqugh- \ 
out •the_· world. Y',ou and M,a,rjory:.,are. fod:unate- jn 
a j.vc1.y , in .that. you. ,qan look ,back into,, the;, P<il?t 
and· ,:brin.g _·up_ so many bec1,utif ul fTlem,o,ri~s -of y,ou~ 
coop.erat.ion , with ••Jim wh-en he, was ~,fa,},l)g _,his everlt­
ful and helpful life. , Time ~a:n, ryeveJ i~r~?it .: t11ese 
pleasant memories, and perhaps out of them • you 
will find , consolati.on thq.t• very; few , ,:w;ome.n Jeft 
as you h~veheen1 left ha:ve ibeen privilege_d ~9tenj9y. 

WILL R. MANNIER JR. R.I. 'PRESIDENT 1936-37 

Jim and Will have always at Rotary gatherings, 
been room mates. They were District • Governors 
together. He writes: When I received word that 

. Jim was gone, Tom List, the incumbant Governor 
of New Zealand, was visiting me here' in Nashville; 
and the news of Jim's-· passing cast ,a shadow over 
us b?th. I recounted to Tom all the many intimate 
details of my association with Jim and Tom told 
me many stories of what Jim's Rotary work in 
New Zealand , had meant to men in those . islands 
and of the· respect and affection in which Jim was 
held there. 

Of .all the men I have known, I believe that Jim's 
life was_ the fullest • and most abundant· and that 
I k~o~ must . be a consolation to you ahd Marjory 
as 1t 1s to me. When I think of all the good come 
to the far places of the world through Jim,_ I feel 
that you and Marjory· and I, as well as Jim himself 
must be content. • ' 

NITISH C. LAHARRY' R.I. PRESIDENT 1962-63 

It was· from. Doug Howland I managed to get your 
ad_dress and I am _ hastening to say how terribly 
grieved I feel about our irreparable loss. Dear 
?ld ·.Jim. was on~ of God's • best a11d accordingly 
~t_ has_ pleased Him to take him· away from us so 
early. I can_ eas~ly ·realise· how you and Marjory 
must be f eelmg his loss. One of' the my most trea­
sured p,ossessions is .the photograph which was 
taken during your Visit to Calcutta. • 

G. FRED BIRKS, SYDN,EY, NSW AUSTRALIA 
..• - ,. •• • '1·;. . 

The two m~n i loved 'in Rotary and felt very close 
to were Jim and Charles Rhodes and now there 
is a: great blank iri my life so you will know how 
l can sympathise with yotJ and Marjory. 

Today at the Sydney club luncheon President John 
Duncan paid a • great tribute to Jim and yourself. 
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e.w. Fp_AZ~R, TOKYO 

I .do wish to pay my tribµte of love, admirntion 
anc:! r~spect to tpe m,emory of your huspa,i)q who111 
I 11ave counted as one of my ideals of men .and 
a . good frtenq .. I wilt remember 'the· days he • sp~nt 
c1.t our hou?.eo in Yokohama when he came up from 
formosa. His. cheery and optimistic soul was .·. an 
insptration , and the. ciq:le of' friepds Oh~~ qteraUy 
gone aroimo the_ world .. He is . peing mtssecf by every 
Rotarian, and his memory will lopg en9yre. • 

EDWIN ROBINSON SE:COND \{I.CE PR]::SIDENT, R~l~ 
H was a terrible shock to learn of yotff sad loss. 
~n common ~ith many thoµsands: of· R,otartans thro~ 
oughoµt the . world, l .had c,9me. to Jook upon Jim 
as .. 'the finest .gori:ian . 9f the(D • a,Jl anq his. pas?·ing 
has leff .. not oply Rotary but thf w<:>rM, a • poQrer 
pl~ce. I just wc1;pted to. tell you, hq'Y • we gri~ve 
w~th you and to assure you ano Marjory our deepest 
sympathy. •• • 

W~~T~RMAtc9~~' B~~fASTNPR1tt~R~l~~hANP 
At .this. time yoµ .. w.Hl want the sy111pathy and thoµ­
shrs:. c:>f • a,1,1. y<>µr • irien<:1s •. to support> you • • in • yoµr: 
grie~., I ~on't kp<>~ if )im's •'.fcl.,P, :wa,s altogether 
Llrexpected . put no<, m~uet y9u. ,will feel <!repfr 
tW, leav.ing you. , Anp, ttiis. ,is Jµ?t to let you !<now 
I , mourn with . you,: .. a,nd jH)pipg. ,y,ou ma,y not. find 
tpe bur~jen grec1.t~t; than yoµ c:~n pec1r. • ' '. 

H. SINDING LAR~EN, GOVI:RNOR 67 DJS.TRICT., 
OSLO, NORWAY • • • "· • • •• • ' • 

Norwegian • Rotary participate·· in your mourning 
qver ·.· :the. passing awa,y of. .. ·your ,husba,nd, fellow 'Ro:..~ 

. tarian, J,ames w. p~yi,dson. ' • ••• • 

Happy the • 1119n ~ho can l~a~e•.' .c1fte,r, a lopg 
0

99,Y 
of good Rotary work. .- • • • 
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HO~~f STEFAN, ROTA.RY CLUB OF KUNTA J.,.JORA· CZECHOSLOVAKIA . • •••• •••. ',, ••••. •t ·, -~ 

Jt. hc1.s beep cl sa,d surprise to. read a,))out Jim David..; 
spp's having, left Y?ii ani the. big. ~ot~ry f~rnHy 
for: eyer. W~, Rota,qans o~ J<unt'7 Hor~, ~a,ve spent 
m,a?y a ·pleasent half-hour m. rea,dmg yoµr mleresting 
cl-rticles cl,bout far. awfl:y collntries, where•. ypur hus:.. 
ba,pd apd; you . wer~ dqJng so. much Sl,JCq~§S,fUl work 
for RotqVy. H~ tp4s b.YHt the most be~lltiful monu~ 
ment for himself:, wherever · R:otarians • wHl rne~t-

CLARENCE E. KERR 
' . ... : 

In the passing of your ciear husband • I felt . that 
! ha,v~ J()st a yery valt1~q friend. t· know, only too 
weH., •• JYS} how··. your heart ... fs aching . for onhr those 
\VhO hity~ b~eh at Jh~ r crp~s of . io~rO\V c~n fuHy 
syrnpa,thise~ Mr. Davidso.n's llfe was ,lived for 'others 
apd the qear wife and d~'ughter. We havf dM meMoL 
ries for the years t~ COITle wh

1

lch ' wm i ~eip ·'ov~r 
tpe :Ol.Jgh r?ads ·aw" must , tra v'et Ma'y<l oµr (:Father 
be with you m yoµr gp:~at sorrow. • • • 

::JEAN-OAVg['H)ISH, M~NCHESTER,,' 

~r. Qa,vids~n '. ~Hl be gr;atiy , rni~serJ !:>y us all and . 
we both f~el tha,t we have lpst a realfriend. Litters 
are not rnucn use but this • does i~deed' 'take' 'our • 
re~l §Yrnpatl),r to yoµ both. W,e ra9. a ver\ fQ}~r~stirig, 
trip home with hope s<>me day to clo it a11· liga,i_n 
~pen we shall hope to see you and Marjory> With 
kmqest rega,rcls to you both from us both. • • •• '' 

: • . ' /• • :·/ '- ' 

DAVID J. SPINE.ttb:,- Bl.JENO~' AIRES'·, 
. , ••••. ·" ' • • - • ·- i~:<ri'i.Z. ~ -! 

Ev~n whe~ l :ha,c('1ncH the 'pl,easUre t.9 knbw personally 
!\i1r. Davidson\, it '\vas ,· well{')' kno\\''h for . Rotarians 
thrbugpout the ··\vo'rfd' his•- great· enthusiasm and 
service . for . the. ;~xtep~lofi •.•. of; 'Roi:~ry apq'. 'his •. ideai 
qf good·· will, tblerahce. and ) international ''amity~ 
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KLANG AND COAST ROTARY CLUB, KLANG, 
SELANGOR, F.M.S. 

Before the tea commenced the President asked 
all members and guests to stand for a few moments 
in honour of the late Mr. James Davidson, the 
Rotarian International Commissioner who was mair-ily 
responsible for the formation of the· Kland and 
Coast Rotary dub. To Mrs~ Davidson and her daugh..:. 
ter we, offer. our most heart felt sympathy.· Jini 
Davidson was a mighty force in Rotary and Rotary 
has lost one of its best sons in dear Jim. 

A.L. HERPS, MI::LACCA 

It, seems as yesterday since you three, with Singa-, 
ppre as your head quarters, were doipg such wonder­
ful . work in Malaya, Jh~ ))utch Ea~t' In.dies and 
Siam. We know· that it ··was the_ strain of. those 
years Jn India and the Far ' East that 'led to y'our 
beloved husbancl's physical. b.rEia,kdown~ 

We here and many thousands elsewhere, who were 
led by his teaching and example to do less for 
self and more for others, are de_termined that 
his, passing early in· the cause of Rotary will make 
us· better • Rotarians with more service before self. 

P. ·cNARLER AN.D uFFOR6, J~vA,:o'uTcH EAST 
INDfES 

My husband and I both want to say how very much 1 

we feel for you an,d y:o~r
1 

,daughter in the sad :Joss 
you have sustanined. I know what a devoted two 
you . wer;e ancl , theref_ore it must be a great blank 
in your lives; • We .. had· been_ far away from hom,e 
on • a'. trip and only just_ heaxd _ .. ,of ,this yesterday. 
J. hope, my, letter wiH r~a,ch you .safely~ We are 
leavirg ~avc;t. ar tbe eTld of the y,ear ~n~. going. back 
to • Holland for· good I suppose. We send you· both 
our sincere sympathy once again. 

MURIEL GAMMONS, KUAL'A LAMPUR 

We are both terribly sorry to hear of your sad 
news and would like to send our sincerest sympathy 
to you and Marjory in your great sorrow; • 

C.G. SAVAGE GORDON NSW AUSTRALIA 

Though your dear one has been • called from this 
life, . his Work and influence will -·· never die and 
may you gain great help from 'the fact• that your 
husband's life was one of service for his fellow 
men and he • has '-now· beeri called to his reward. 

I look back upon the short stay I had· with you 
good people and '''Count it: an h~no_t1r and privilege 
to haye made acquanitafo::e of 'sµch • dear people. 
The time I' ·spenL with you 'was of the happiest 
I_ experienced ir, my_ splendid trip to'· your beautiful' 
country and _ will ever bring hack to • me p!l:easerff 
me1T1ories.·. 

HARPER JOY; :SPOKANE 

What a beautiful Service that was for dear old · 
Jim. The beatitlful chape·l i looked~ w'ith i lowers', 
~he pipe_ organ playing Handelo ;Largo and the singer 
who· rendered Peace alone' made it· a great ·servic'e. 
The. world 'will._ hot·,_,• soo.n ,· fofget Jim - our Jim. 
It was a r'nigll'ty sad duty but I feel sure Jim's 
great work in the vale·• bf· tears 'will live on - for 
many· years and that his · influence in'• this , world 
for 'good• 'win· not soon be forgotten. 'T only· have 
one regret about Jim -'and· that is the, :fact that 
I did not know him sooner. His sunny smile - will -
be on my mind.Jar ever. 

ELY·E. PALMERS· 

r felt certain that he ·would be with us :for a long 
time and continue' to play an important· • role in 
the promotion of a" '.better:' understanding< between 
the various peoples of the world to whom he was; 
as his memory will • always be, such an inspiration. 

'·. 
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I realise how inc1dequate rriere worcls .· are .at:. &uoh, 
a time, but I do want to, offer Mrs. Paimers' and 
my condolences to you and N!arjory ~ .. 

, RUDOLPH BRµci; 

My heart goes out to you and .Marj.cry .in heart 
felt sympathy this 'sad, sad day. the tragic news 
ha.s given a great shock. I k11ow how devoted you 
ali were to one, ,another and can realise what his 
passing wiil mean: to you. May a rn,ercif,ulProvidence 
h.elp . to sustain and comfort you dear Mr~. Davidson. 
At least you have ,the memory of a greatand un:­
selflsh cithen. to comfort for surely • he did great 
service ii;i prgmoting a spirit of fello\Vship t!Jroughout 
the world~, He • etl~ast •. has npt. liyetj ii) •. vain apd 
tie has leH behind him , an . en.during monument , in 
th,e. , he,arts • of th~, peoples 9f ·m~,ny .)apds. It was 
kincJ of you invitiT)g me Jo ~ct .~.s ~n· honarary pall 
bearer.1.: My poor :eyes make iq '. dif.f{cu\f .. to travei 
alone and Mrs .• Bruce was unable to come at. such 
short notice. I should have wished to pay my•. iast 
respects to one for· whom I .. had a great admiration 
and whose friendship w:as: so much value,d by me~ 

~QNNY~ Lq)', ANP JtIE. (~J_R,LS, Cf\Lb;AR,Y 
.\' ', . • ,; ~ ~•. ". ,~ j :• ,[ : j :J·,) l • :1' , : ',., •. ,. ,' • . , 

::u,!Tl 'WclS '~·'' \V,Ol}cl~r;f~}:;i::bap, W<:! who }Vere: privil~ged 
to call him 'fr.iend: -f~.el tpqt . the,,int~rrg1cie,s we ~n­
joy,ed wi,tp him wfiif,e inslte<l;-: priyqe,gys •. •. To( know 
him, to shc1;r;e i,n ,his,:.e)yper1en~es, ~t~, nave, hAcl close 
per&o,naL ;c;ontact )s ,cl t,pif1K we have ,alL prlzed cJ,nq 
valu,ed .. i ttow . ,rnµch,; grea~er an experiepc~., Lillian 
to h,ave livecl :with hig;i:like you have~ • • • 

,.'., ~ . ' ' . , . ' 

As we grow older we • live in. , t,he pc;t~t, jr1 memories 
. and Lillian . what a glorious record to think of is 

: . . • nf 

that of Jim's p.ctivities. All over th.e , ~orkl· hi.s • 
name wip be revered, honoured and remembered. 
It is ~oTTlforting l a111 sure to/kllQW thaJ. y,ou, have 
done,. ,~verythJn:g. thc1t ts hutnanly pos~,ib\~- Tt)ere' 
a;re ,nQ1i r~gr,~;ts., yqu pave <,do,,ne all agd more than 
aqy f rie11c:f; d9f c1;ny,, wife ;~1,19 .coTDpcp1ioT), could . cfo. 

9.0 

EDWARD WICKER, JERUSALEM 
I • ,, ' ·' ' j" • , ;• .·~ !, .;e. ), ..' 't' j 

~:. s'1all pever- ,forget. my happy ass9~iation • with 
Jim !)av1dson m Jhose days when the Jerusalem 
c}ub, was coming +nto being. , I greatly adrnired the 
ffn~ lact ard cour!esy he showed towards divergent 
?roups of people 111 Jep1salem. And .I recall with 
JOY our weeks together around the walls of the 
new Jerusalem, which is above. I am sure that 
t~is good fellowship must, carry on to the life that 
lles beyorn::I death. • • • • 

SAM REAT, AMERICAN c;::oNSULAR SERVICE, 
CALGARY 

It was my gr,eat privilege, to . express to you all 
the onerous and delica.te service rendered to Rotary 
Internatioi:ial by dear Jirri, - and he sacrificed his 
life to Rotary. 

An expression of the loss . to the world of ~otary 
Iritematicmal would be impossible to in_dite. 

Jor:fN r! sYME~, ioq< PQB-T .NY . 

Ne~er in a)l rriy life: dic:1. I fe~l more helpless. ) 
don,t know w~at,.to say. You .know. how m,y family 
and L loved J.im., ,YotLJno~ wpat, wonderfJJl times 
he and I had together and ,later h9w deli,ghted • .. we 

. were· to have had the privilege of travelling" to­
get~er~ .. ~i.m ~c1~,. a wonderful ma1,1, as you all ~now. 
He '.was .&ent11ne;·. trn~. <;1,fld.: loyaJ; ·He, ~:af thordugHly 
devoted to the . best·· there is in life. Ifr fact, i have 
al\V,ays Jelr )~,a_t he. g~v~ more than anyone else 
I know' to'Rotary and, yet 'it s'eeme'd fo be his -◊ • . 

, ,, ,:·,! .,,,,(-'', ,· ,!,•. ,,, , ,,,;,,: , ,, J y 
, ·,, 1 .. .. :. /·,:·;, ... , '· ,':'i • . . ,-t,._· .~;ir~·:·?_ • 

HARRYJi~RJ·Z,~j1:R(;i,.•s~.~-ANTONJ6; :t~x,AS 

.Irl. our ,,. small organi~~tjon ···,. qf :' ,9l~c~s~ :::FanJ ' ,he. w ~11 
b,e si,riqerely. moyrned ,.cl.l')d, 'bL CRlli~e;, Rptary tlas 
lost. one of its gr~9test mel]1.bers., Lfeel persopaJly 
that I have lost a dear friend. • •• • • ' 
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NEAL JONES, LOS ANGELES RECORD, L.A. 

We just learned of the terribly sad news. It . is 
a tremendous shock to us. We !'earned to love ,Jim 
and hoped to have ~im for . many_ years. I . s~ould 
have written him agam after the visit of the cm:us 
here, but do hope he received that lett.er o.k. Please 
accept our ·sympathy. 

GRAHAM HALL, NASHVILLE, TEN 

No ,one. can contemplate the service Jim rendered 
to make relations happier throughout the world 
without experiencing gratitude, reverence for the 
life of such a man, and the fac~ that you shared 
in his accompli~hITJents should sustam you. 

SYED J. HARB UTT, AuckLAND ROT AR)' CLUB, 
NEW ZEALAND 

A; the founder of this a11d other Ne:w Zea,l~nd 
Rotary clubs, his memory remai,ns ever-green with 
our old members a,nd there are rr1anf me~bers 
• the club who counted him a personal fnend. 
~our husband's m_any intimate friends ~n _Auckl~nd 
and, throughout . Ne~ . Z,ealand, are gnevmg • with 

'ou ih your '-'gre'a't' loss'._'_1/uly:.-~~t~r;y has suff_e~ed r ·severe\ l<;:iss· 1'in' 'orte . Wn6se activ1t1es exemphfied 
to the full it~ rriotto' 'service b~fore self'' -

.. . ·,: ·, ·t ·: .. ;1, 

HUG~-, HRY AN, ,DISTRIC'r .GOVERNOR, 55TH DIS­
TRICT, NATAL, SOUTH .AFRICA 

j •• ·' 

You will have, , re,ceived i:n~ny tr'ibut~s,.,:I know~, 
from those wno had the privilege o~ your l~te hus 
band's frienclship 9-~d the .&Ht of. h~~ , atf,e<;:tio,r1 _ and 
how great was' that aff ect10n I learnt when I· was 
at Victoria ::and at Seattle last_ y~ar, , where I_ h~d 
the. good (fo.rtune: 'to. hear." yo~,· who has. _kn~wn his, 
worth more 'intimately . than any one, speak of 
his work for Rotary' 'and for the wurld. 
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DUG HOLLAND WRITING FROM SHANGHAI 

My memory .of Jim• is a very treasured one and 
his -kindness to me has been so great, it's a terrible 
thing , to feel that his cheery smile will not be 
ther~ to greet me when I get horn e. 

His life.· was such a ft.ill'· 'one a~d his energy and 
valuable,. contributiort Jo Rotary . has been so much 
appreciated., He ha~· l~f;t a lot of. friends, :whp,.speak 
so warmly of him. an.cl who cherish such fond merno­
rie:s of him. Every w6¢re,,l rrie.et ,men' who enquired 
apd were so glad to ,ge't news of him. _ \ • • 

,·_r ••• ::,. : ; • ·., .... _,· 

W~B~ DARKER ·GOVERNOR 76TH !DISTRICT, AUS..; 
TR'ALIA wr~ting from SAN FRANSISCO. -~ 

Mr. Stewart just notlfied me of your great loss 
by the , death of your beloved'· ~husband<and J desire 
on behalf of the Rotar)Lclubs ''Qfo. Australia fo,,tender 
their, sincere:sym'pathy.' ,, ·:.· • 

I ' Qave 'taken; 'b~for-i me the, liitie qtrd' i;}'Ou ,1s~nt 
us one. x·ma~, day with the • little picture takel'()n 
yqi,ir: mu,~~c . ,ro.or.n, with the;: pipe organ i11 !n.e'. l;)ack~ 
grou,i\d;, ,.the, pfoture wa~ so nice .,cti;td cleat .~nd a 
good,portra}t:Wa~},akeri of Y;~l:I ,all.;,•, ' "·' I, .:,:'-; ,,,.,, 

ANNIE RHODES; NEW ZEALAND • 

I have just heard of, tli~ passing of y09t.':dear husband 
after his long ••• illness. Words a:anno_t express all 
I_ feel -for yo1;1. having, .passed thrpugh tl)e, same,:great 

;.J ' ~ ' I .,,. j , f < 

loss myself, a.fewJl;'lonths, ~-g~._, , -

STANbEY LEVERTON~' 1LONDON,-NWI 
' ,,!. :,,; ' ·:..i'•.:: ; ·''-::. 

He was a g're'at;>marwa:nd a·Wihe, gentleman!>r,Lcount 
it>a-s: 'one •. of ,'my '·own· life's:, ptivileges that.'l' knew 
him .''and -c0uld - c;aJ:f·: hitrr·,:a :<friend,nt is no: empty 
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statement to say that he gave his life for Rp:tary 
as the two years tour in the East definitely· took 
its toll on his health. i shall:· always marvel at 
the way that the three of. you dear people stood 
up to it. 

WILFRID ANDREWS, SITTINGBOURNE, ENGLA'ND 
' . . . -_;•·,. , :·. . . . 

I have' met hifn on· a. number of occasions, but 
t suppose I cq~ld pot _be c~dieddne Of his intimate 
frier1ds in ' Rbta:fy ~ J ' ~as,; however, a 2onstant ad"­
ffilt~r 'of . hl:s • gfo'3:f s,~rvic:e . to.·· .. our . mov~rhen!:,,, arid 
one cannot help· bµt feel that· the recent sad· event 
is in no small measure attributable to the industry 
and devotion whidiihe cliswlayed ·Jo. thaJ:; great .tour 
of Rotary enterptis:e·. /wlni'i::h; ;!lie engaged -h:1 tlie .Le­
vant ahd the Far East. 

'. ,: ··;j ' .- ' '' ""' '!··· 

the•.> great stk:cess >Of ·the •Rotary movementcds in 
rio smaH . measure attributat~le td the vast' amount 
of voiuntary ' service which 'has 'been contributed 

• to us from all quarters - contributions that have 
arisen frbm the .- inbred, desire .. ~x,isteot .. _in.·,.· mos,t 
meh -to dis~lay ahd td leceive fri~ncfshlp from "aJl 

• tb~Jr ~ {elitjw:,,hii,r\1,cin 9e\hg~. Toa s°'m~ .. c,,~?tnet> tli~ 
:.:f~lH ;'''fivlUfg~ ,;C>f ');,~inf, J>i9n~ts. Jh • tn+s • P~,q~e. ~ 
ladr; 1~. , +WH11!''e '.c)\{,~s ,,, 'iif'for~.~a ... , t~·. ytitit ;., h,ysB,~n~; 
h~- ,~ln1wft~tJ ·_ 1-frwafi 'a:1i:,'1:tte . ettth"tj~J:a-shi_'):!.n~·, gretJ 
'b·tfl" ··. -,,kick «i&s hit; to \:oIBthaHd{ tt11 . gh~~-f effr,n: 
~ndoJ'bt;dly ie:tt iH1Drrrlitk ~llp8h 'ttiJl3phfsI2:~l'lesd'o:.: 
tees, and riow' yQlt,'. a,i;e cailed 'Upoh ·. to sUHer '.Ns 
1.·o· "ss b. Ltt he has_ bu-i:it, a trioni:im~Ht , ,ci::l+i gra:Ut_Ud¢ • 

' ' \ • • • • • ;,. • • • 1 I· , . , , · , , , 

amoligst the rtiahy, who through his influehce have 
jolhed ,6Ut"i;ri:inks1., ' J'.i) ' h:;,l;. 

j_ ~--~·... q .r . • .,, :'T~.:" ~>,?•' i . ;.~:::; _. 

HitltiBER'TO''~: (jOATES· CO.MMissipt;J~R .. Of:,N~~At 
._ Foil s.AMeiltcA, MoN·dvinEo,'tJitunuAY •·· (!)' 

dUf hieHdskip :dli±¢cl, ,ba<;•k.jo;;±tt~-:;~d:yi ,'WM~h' w~ 
66-i:h cafl·i'ed . tke RcHary ideAHshi ;t~: di~ti:tht sotjth¥rn 

i, ;_,Ii _( 4 '~:· i~. ;. -1.; 1 ,,
1
;:: j••,~i-·j:,.Oll·' ~-t')·f;t,l_~·''·'•· l- l.f ••1_-,. 

cdri:tiheiits.:''Ptt1 rnWs!,S' ;:toe,,,; p,yJl,U F,,e•xpe;FJ~nc~' . .9,, \rny 
las~} y~at•,s:, ieii,gtHy,' Jotir· Qfj 'boµhttU~:S Jto ha;v~; diad 
a; ,,~hod ,,spe:Ii wHh,tiJHi;)ii1r;y0Lih1cit,t aho:-is:- aLilietHQt;y 
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to cherish a_s one trnvels _West thinking of those 
one hopes to meet 'on the other side'·. . . 

W.I-i. LO\lERiNG, HAMILTON ROTARY CLUB' 
i 

It_ ;was_ niy _gooq -~~rtune to have worked with Jim 
while . I. was ' Chairman Of' the Canadian ldvisory 
Co~mittee •. We ~ere toget~er in Quebec - he has 
been_ a lov~fY gurst ~}. njy h<jrhe 7 and my. memories 
ot conyer1:tiqn m_e~ti,~gs , a~d. ·.· chumr;ny 1:alk~ • will 
?hyay~ -. T~f!l~m. • wi,th ine •. I khow what·· a loss h_e· 
is to Rotar . · · · ' y 

EDWARi:f, 1t.JNWiN, INTERNATidNAL SER vic:E COM:· 
MI!~EE, LONDON DiSTRICt 

Please . accept my sincere s~mp~thy in, your. great 
loss. . He _will be greatly mis,sed by thousands. of 
~otanans -,throughout 'the world. , He leaves behind 
h~m .a recor,?, of achieverp-eht' and ' His mem'ory wiil 
alw~ys rema1h gre~n' in ·th"e anriais of Rotary inter::... 
national~ • 



on his Eastern trip and most of the present members 
have pleasant memories of his strong and ,kindly 
personality, and we have our own part in the wide­
spread sorrow w~ich his death will occasion. 

THEODQRE TORGESON, ESTEVAN, SASK 

I will rerrierriber _the first frme that I saw Jim afte.r . 
his return • from the Orient. As . your boat arrived 
at Vancouver I. reaUsed that his streogth':had been 
sapped~ but it was not. until long aftenvard that 
I really understood how much Jim has given of 
his hea)th. in rnal:<ing., his unparalled ,. contribution 
to Rotary.· • • 

ART McGUIRE, CAL~ARY 

I had become .somewhat .used to his. •;going' from 
our midst in· the" latter years .but always happy 
in .·the thought he was doing big things but would. 
soon be back fo afford us the opportunity to,. grasp . 
his hand,,. see his smile, listen - to his infectious 
chuckle and again lay our offerings of deep·· appre;.,. 
ciation for what he was doing for the 'other fellows'. 
The othe,r1 ·fellows~ Swch-,.was his life:. and joy and 
there •. is;; :no , doubt. · his ··life '.was shortened by the 
carryi~g. out of his _ideals.·. I do not. expect to meet 
his like in the span of life, which may be in front 
of me.;} 

·QUriniJhe ·s,,hoft, P:r,io~(irtfhich. it \V:~{'.91y prfvilege 
to.:. know. Mr. Dav.id~on r was coqstaptly awa~e of 
t)i~ • splendid way • iii', w~kh he saluted l!f;e a,_ryd. of 
the aura. of friendship whicH surrounded him:, 

I " • t l -

tiii/ hie'ihdr/\jf hls achieven'lents and tht;kJowled,ge 
of the • esteem in which he will live in the tnihds 
o:f his fri~n.ds :~vilLL, hppa~; pe a sourc;e of .c;onsqlq.-, 
tion and deep pride.· to you. ' •. •.... • 

A.G. ELLIS, BANGKOK 

Some very nice things were said about Mr~ Davidson 
at our Rotary meeting today, the first since we 
heard the sad news and they were all meant, as 
he rfiade a host of friends here in the East. Resolu­
tions were adopted. 

A.B. JORDAN, MALAYA 

It may help you, to know how much aH wl)o came 
into contact . with Jim i11 • Malaya feel fpr you in 
your grief. All of us in the Rotary clubs ip !\i1alaya 
feel that when Jim passed on we lost a dear friend, 
one of· the outstanding rnen amongst those we have 
known. I need not stress to yoµ the nobility of 
his charcicter, his devotion to great and good caµses, 
his self-sacrlf ice, his determined personality.· 'We 
are all tremendously grateful . to him for bringing 
the torch. of • Rotary to Mal.aya and .· thus, inter 
alia, showing us one. way of improving the relations 
amongst the various peoples of this polyglot land. 

' • - , ; : ' 

-
KENNETH MAC KENZIE, AUCKLAND, NEW ZEA-. 
LAND 

Your husband's name will always be held in affection 
in F.otary in New zealand as in so many other 
regions of the world. He was one of the heroes 
of • Rotary. the more .so for his last great odyssey 
in Asia. • • 

One . of the happiest recollections of my _wife. and 
myself is the wonderful week we spent in. Calgary 
in 1925 when you and Jim showed us so much kind-
ness and made our stay there unforgettable. ' • 

S. KENDRICK GUERNSEY, R.I. PRESIDENT l 947~ii:'8 

First, let me say that you and Jim always hlive 
bee11 among our most·. treasl!red friends~ We will 
never forget the· most in.timate details of yocir 
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delightful Visit with us many years ago .... In New 
Zealand and Australia we ran across Jim's track 
so many times it was almost like meeting -him 
again.: And· how well he and Layton Ralston builded. 
I. am most appreciative, and all of Rotary should 
be eternally • grateful that • these two meh laid the 
foundations· of . Rotary in those dominions • as they 
did.· :•.', 

You no doubt recall that they started at the top 
rather .. •than.• at the bottom in establishing Rotary 
clubs. And that wise practice has paid great divi­
dends·/ T~e. clubs in those. two countries are. among 
the strongest in all Rotary, and I say without fear 
of .. ,contradiction that Rotarians . there practice 
Rotary more int~ntly .and intensively than in any 
other :area of the Rotary world .... • • 

I wish I 'knew this year where I could· find another 
man such as Jim to carry Rotary ·,.to some other 
areas where it is so desparately needed. It takes 
a partictJlar type of gentleman to • carry the message. 
as Jim did and plant it firmly and make it grow. 
A paid organiser can't do it, nor can a man of 
ordinary•· ability .. ~. 

L.L. LAWLER~. CANADIAN N. A .. TIONAL RAI.LWAYS, 
SI ~gXroI~E. '· , • •• • ,· .• · · 

Mr; J)~.vid~QP ·was a very • well' ·respected man, ai1d. 
whenever 1' visit . the various clubs iri. these parts, 
I, nearly always hear some complimentary reference 
to him~elf as a man and to his work as a Rotarian. 
As :;:yoq . k.8QW,. it was· . through . his splendid efforts 
thaf' our • ·dubs • were estabil.shed throughout the 
East. 

HENRY ,JAMHS .GUTHRIE, DUNEDIN, N.z. 

You:. have indeed· lost ci-: good mate and Rotary as 
a .. whqle has. al.so fost a wonderful supporter. Yoµ i 

h~ve, however, Heft the memory, of the wonderfully .. 
:1.:,·, 

interesting time of your life that, ·you tw6 .ha've'~ 
speht . tog·ethet. ;~-.:-,, :·'. '.-:·. --~, .-. 

BEN R. GELLING, DISTRICT GOVERNOR, SYDNEY,, . 
AUSTRALIA 

To show how well known Jim's name is in Australia,. 
I have just received advice from the Bundaberg. 
club in North Queensland that the Directors passed 
a vote of condolence with the family. 

Although he was with· us here for only about :a · · 
week, and part' of· his. time he was laid . up in bed, .. · 
it is remarkable what a gracious memory ,:Jim .left' 
behind him. He was such a l9wable ·fellc,w, ·.·and •• 
somehow he had the gift of making; every one feel:.· 
towards him . as a personal friend. President .John .. 
Duncan of Sydney club very graciously honoured 
Jim's memory at the weekly meeting on tuesday.· ,, 
last. • • 

COMMERCIAL kTTACHE. u~s. DEPARTMENT•QE 
• • ' 

COMMERCE, SHANGHAI • • 

At the meeting following the receipt of 'the· .sad , 
message we the members of Shanghai Rotary club 
stood . in silent meditation out of respect . to the 
memory of Jirh Davidson. Yes,. he made': cl :gi-ea;f 
impression upon our members as he did ·ori· ri'leri 
wherever he went. ·.• He was one of thos~ ITl~gnetic: .. 
personalities who wins and holds. f fiends, •. ea'sil,Y' ~ 
I presume I am. one • of the, few residents hE/e • who 
knew him so, lntimateiy .... , .. •• • ·•-· • • 

EARL s. BEtsoN, ROTARY CLlJB OF McMINVICti;;· • 
OREGON , • . . . . . , •• 

It. was my privilege to represent our dub and the 
Willamette Valley at your· home corning in WancouV:er:: • 
two years ago where I learned tq love and respect 
that wonderful man who has passed on. Although _ 
he has gone from among· us his message·, his, g<Yod 
will, his fellowship, his. ab.tindance 1 of . vitality. will 
live for ever; for as long/ as Rotary is teaching 
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what. it is· today, the monument of Jim Davidson's 
irlf luence and personality will be • one of the· pillar 
stones of that work. 

W.A. OSl3ORNE, UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, 
AUSTRALIA 

The months that have passed . have not lessened 
the feeling of loss and I • am still incapable of rea­
lising that so dymi.mic a personality could reapy 
cease to extst. I had an opportunity at Melboµrne 
Rotary club of uttering an appreciation and voicing 
our .sense of loss · but I did not succeecf as well 
as I should have Hked. 

'·:. • '' . 

ELIZABET_f-1 B. PRICfI, VANCOUVER 

Words are pretty poor comfort, but they are our 
, only media • through which we can let YO\J know 

that we have been thinking of you both in these 
dark hours. A fine tribute in CALGARY ALBERTAN 
expresses. th~ high respect and regard• your late 
husband had in Calgary "a good life lived - a good 
fight fought" ... I can only close with those comfort­
ing words. "To live in the hearts of those we have 
left behind is never to die" 

'\.. ·. ' 

RENA V. McCUTCHEON, VANCOUVER 

You will never know what a rparvellous inspiration 
it has been for me to come in contact with your, 
fam,Hy. The courage with. which you carried your 
heavy burden made my . worries • 1()ok so trivial ~nd 
your kindness and thoughtfulness restored my faith 

/in hµrna11ity. The memories you must have of y<:>ur 
life with Mr. Davidson will be. wells of consolation 
to you. 

J.H. HAl)INA, SECRETARY, CALGARY 13OARD OF 
TRADE 

The .. council of the: •.Board adopted unanimou?ly 
a i:-esol4tion of co11dolence •. 
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It was rn:y priviiege to know Jim. for rnariy 'years, 
and I have happy recollections of trips we rnade 
together some year ago to promote tourist traffic. 
He was a great companion and seemed to have 
friends wherever we went, who were delighted 
to see him again. • 

ANDREW DAVIDSON, MAYOR, CALGARY 

It was my good fortune to be accjuanitecl with your 
husband ever since his arrival in Calgary ahd he 
was a man I adn:Hred very much. l know that mere 
words fail to assuage your grief and wish to assure 
you; hot only personally, but as Mayor of the City 
of /Calgary that :Jirnis passing is much regretted 
by his legion of friends here. 

W.R. SMALE, PRESIDENT; ROTARY CLUB OF EAST 
, LONDON; SOUTH AFRICA 

The ha.me of Jim Davidson is known to all Rotarians 
oh account of the wonderful work wt)ich he did 
for the movement all over the world, and that 
work will stand as his • monument among Rotarians 
t>f all time. 

JAMES S. AYRE; ROTARY CLUB OF· ST. jOHN'S 
NEW FOUNDLAND 

Jim's sterling character is well known to all Rotari­
ans·. I ws:1,s greatly interested in following the tour 
that you and your daughter made with him-in the 
East. • His ldss to you must be a severe one, as 
it is to Rotary Intetha.tiohal~ but l know that you 
will have the sympathy of thousands who khew 
and learned to love hirn. 

CHARLES HERBERT· WRIGHT, SECRETARY, ROT­
ARY CLUB OF MERCED 

It ·•has never be,en· my . privilege to personally· know 
Jim Davidson,· but I· have {ollowed him with very 
great interest dudng the past eight or·· ten ·yea.ts. 

. He certainly has leff a legacy to all Rotary. 
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Your great consolation will come from that. High!=!r 
. • Power . Whose plan your husband so courageously 
• c:arri,ed on and • kept alive by action. We in Rotary 

•• have· come to think of Jim . as a great Rotarian, 
·exemplifying as he . did a life of· service because 
he ~came~ to . his fellow men as a servant to and 

'hot a: ·master of. He is leaving behind a great herit­
age of wealth, world-wide friendship, truly and 
fully ear11ed. 

LOUIS E. STEINMANN, ANTWERP, BELGIUM 

• • L need not repeat to you ,how great is the admiration 
. of every Rotarian· for the man who gave his best 
:.· :to :Rotary and who always truly applied our motto 

"service before self". His name will always stand 
m1t i~ letters of gold in the annals of Rotary. 

: •• ERNEST, W. DUNBAR, R.I. DIRECTOR, CAMBRIDGE 
MASSACHUSETTS • 

While I have never met , him face. to face, still 
it has been a privilege to know him and· of his 
commendable contributions to Rotary and through 
B,9Jar:y to humanity. 

Ever will his life of usefulness, his sacrifice of 
t+me and health be an inspiratJon to me. No words 
that one can write adequately express the esteem 
• in· \vhich Jim is held by Rotarians and. th.ousands 

•• ·· ~of others; • 
;'..·;-· 

. .,.· .. , ,. 

: :. :}i.JH~ MANNY,. SEATTLE. 

i'-·: T~:know what Jim did for the world in making it 
: : '.:~a: :(better plate' . to live and his influence . will be 
::-:·::,r:e1~,:for, a long time. ·God gives us certain quaHties , 

fo( ·<;fefinite, reasons, and Jim was richly endowed. 
:::: :Bu't:.;, .best·:,d'.f a·H :'he- :used· his as it was intended 

' '.::" ' ,,, ' .,, ' ,· ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

"he·.· should, an,d demonstrated love, kindness and 
happiness every where·~ ... , , • 
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LELAND D.CASE, THE ROTARIAN, CHlCA-Gq 
' ' 

I , should like to add my own • words to the,, many 
you have received attesting to Jim's true greatness . 

. Indeeo, ever since I heared him rep()r,t tg t'1~ ] B.Qctrd 
of I Directors on his Fctr .• Eastern mis~ion, he, was 
been one of my . own personal heroes~: Surely; : few 
men in this generation have packed more .adxen!µre, 
honour, and human helpfulness into the~r _ Jives 
than he. 

ROBERT E. HEUN, RICHMOND, INDIANA 

Jim Davidson was .. ,on·e,:of,:fhe :fifslest -.men-'i have 
ever known and as we had rnllch. in cQrnrnon.,, due 
to the years we both spent in the ,Orlent. and· Ollr 
se.rvi.ce in . Rotary_ together; my af::f~cticm , rea<;:hed 
the point of. more than friendship ...... /. _ :: : : : . •• 

As . you have personally shared practically ~ii. of 
Jim's experiences in Rotary, in addition· to· your 
home life, you are going to have :a .sple11did memory 
of your good husband. It is only in the feeling that 
he has_ l~ft behind him thousands ... of friends. and 
a splendid record. of achiE!Ve!Tlent, that.w,ill ~()mp~n­
sate you in any measure .ofyo1.,1rloss. 

ED. SIMPSON, PRESIDENT, Mci'NTE~EY ROTARY 
CLUB 

As a Rotari~n and one who realisecl the:~ worth of 
Jim to Rotary and humanity, I wish to say ·for 
th~ Monterey Rotary dub ancl myself that'. _w,e sil_are 
your . sor,;-ow. Rotary owes a debt. of . gratitude to 
the mem,ory of 1im and to, you . also, .;for what: you 
have don~ for Rotary. You spoke for Jim iri" such 
a nise \Vay .. at. th~,· me~ting of Rotapy Int~rncJ.:tional 
in Seattle. It is fine to have lived ,an.cl tq:,b~,. rni~sed 
by the - ones close to you, but wha.t • a fine •t.bing 
it is to have lived and -been loyed and. r.;E~ri"i:e·m;bered 
by .thousands for something . wort11 while that . was 
wonderfully well' done .. • We kQow .. by the :rnsirk Jim 
left that he,has beeh on earth. 
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W .c. NiCHOLS; MINNEAPOLIS, MINN 

Jim was a prominent man of international repute -
a mah beloved by all arid especially by his intirriate 
friends and his departure is a great blow , and loss 
to both Canada arid USA. He was. always thoughtful, 
kind and tolerant and had a smile for everyone -
a splendid example for others to follow. 

LAWRENCE S. AKERS, MEMPHIS, TENN. 

One of the keenest pangs of' sorrow that has ever 
come into my life was today when I received a 

··Jetter from Rofary International telling me of 
the passing of. Jim. Next to Paul Harris himself, 
'Jim was indeed one of the most beloved Rotarians 
in the world. His passing leaves a void in the hearts 
of literally thousands of lovers of life iri its highest 
and noblest aspect, for Jim was a living example 
of all. that is good and true in man. 

JOEL E. FERRIS, SPOKANE 

No one has crossed mY path in life who has left 
such an impression and memory of true friendship. 
His varied qualities;· great natural ability, generous 
nature and the gbod accomplished, wiH enshrin,e 
his memory • in all parts. of the world in the minds 
of thollsahds of friends. 

A.O~ MAC RAE, VANCOUVER 

Pew men wiH be more' missed than , your hi'ghly 
·esteemed husband. i found him most attractive be­
cause 'he was a genuine cosmdpolitan with such .• 
wide interest ahd • so well informed. Otir world 
can ill spare ·such b:roadrninded iiieh with such inter­
national appreciation. 

LEO NARD,-S{)OK ANE' 

The gentle hahd bf time wiH heat the ·~ound, Lillian 
- but the Wdhderf ul memories .,.you have of the 
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. many happy years you and Jim had together will 
ever be fresh and green in your memory. 

I ~in proud to have been one of Jim's friends. His 
noble, unselfish soul, his simple kindness, his loving 
nature; ha.s be~n wonderful to know. 

ALLEN STREET, OKLAHOMA CITY 

Nothing that I· know of lately has touched me like 
,his going, because as you know I have been asso­
~ia ted w_ith him for a _good mc!,ny years ih Rotary. 
T~os~ 0f us who have been in it a long time loved 
Jun hke rio one else. 

jim's memory .andname will live. for a good many 
~ears b~cause he has touched _ so ma..ny people down 
life's _ high way and has been so helpful to them 
that they will not soon forget him. I know of no 
one ~ndividu~l who has done as much for humanity 
as Jim Da v11son ~nd J am ·. sure . you. and Marjo.ry 
have a_. sympathetic, fond and proud memory to 
carry with yow 

PR~SibENT, ROTARY CLUB OF CALGARY 

Jim meapt. so much to , the Rotary club of Calgary 
and to Rotary all over' the world that the shock 
~f his passing, has stunned us and just at first our 
Own sense of loss predominates, but you w111 orider-

. starn;I, I am sure, that deeper than our own selfish­
ness we are conscious of the· loveliness of Jim's 
life and how lmuch he meant to yot.i' and Marjory. 

~e a_re . s~hdirif a . fe~ _flow~rs in loving memory 
of _ this _ club and _ his smile will always live ih our 
heat-ts and agaih assat-e you of our deepest sympathy 

. and 1ove. · • ·--· 

E.C. BOHMAN, ROTARY CLUB OF CAMPBELL­
FORD, ONT. 

Rotary as a WhtJle has lost one· Of its finest' members 
ahd indefatigable Worker - a; loss more poigHaht 
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because of the great record he has left behind 
in. the establishment of·. so many clubs throughout 
the Orient, and in those countries where caste, 
l~nguage and religion form almost insu·rmouritable 

I . 
barriers. 

I 

S!YDNEY B. Mc MICHAEL, TORONTO 

Many Rotarians knew Jim much better th,an I did, 
n'.iany for various reasons. were closer to· him •. No?e, 
however, appreciated more than myself _the servise 
rendered • by Jim irr establishing Rotary m Australia 
and New Zealand and in his trip . of recent years 
0 ~ the same • mission. This work of Jim's in .. which 
ypu so ably assisted, will remain as long as R;otary 
shall endure as a movement to 'a mar1 who mc?r­
porated in h.is' daily life Rotary's .• motto 'service 
above self' . • ·• · 

A.J. HUTCHINSON, AUCKLAND, N.Z. 

It is not very long since I had a letter from Jim 
which was quite cheerf4l. Ever sine~ he. was over 
here I have been. in close touch •with him. Every 
year, two or ·three or· i:nore l~tte rs . have passed 
between us. When I met .him at his home at. Calgary 
on that visit l made to the Conven_ti9n at Toronto, 
I realised what •• a • charming I pe,rson he was. The 
more I got. to know hirn ·. l;>y . personal contact. and 
by mail, the more I realised • th,at he was one. of 
the· type of men ~hat is needed in the world today. 

STANLEY McLEOD 

In the. passing of James Wheeler Oa~idson, the 
dynamic heart of a world _force was stil}ed •. Br~ve, 
and patient in ,,s~ffering - with a sweet ,smrle hghtmg 
his last' consc10usness, he fearlessly fared forth 
on· his greatest adventure. 

1

His c~nception of service was cast • in a her~ic 
mould. The sky line.s of far countries were. t,o J~m 
as familiar as the . hills of . hplfle. His measur~ of .. · 
man was based on .. the gold;within ·his heart ratber , t .,, ' • I 
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• than. o?. material . "".ealth i and position. In his wof .. 
the spiritual qualities of· mankind were parame>t1rif ;'/ 
regardless of colour, caste, race or creed. .· .· ·.··• . · 

Such unselfish sacrifice commands the , reverent 
respect and tribute of all Rotarians - statesmen 
and nation builders - world wide.· 

His place is with the truly great. It remains . with 
future • ge~erations . to. chronicle the links in the 
golde? cham_ of world peace and. international under­
standmg which ~e so ably wove. His vineyard was 
the earth and his labour the fellowship of mankind. 

WHO WAS WHO, IN, CANADA 

Ip_ the publication '"WHO WAS WHO IN CANADA''· 
SJ?onsore? by the • Trans-Canada Press there is a 
b~ographlcal note·. on Jim Davidson which was pro­
vid~d by Craw.ford C •. McCullough, Rotary' Inter­
national President, 1921-22. 

James Wheele,r Davidson personified the spmt 
of youth .. to _a . greater . degree, .than any other man 
~hom I _have .known. His interest in and love of 
!ife was all inslusive - people, ;things, ideals, and 
ideas •. Every thmg t_hat he did was charged with 
e_nthu~i~sm. Every thmg that he did was done with 
simplicity and directnes~. The . sensitive sy111pathy 
of t~e man was outstanding, so he attracte.d people 
to h1m and held, .them. This, too, was the basis of 
his .. c:Onsuml'D~11e. powers ... of . salesmanship. • H.e • sold 
~n Idea . becaµ?:e ,with all his heart he . believed in 
i~ . and with perception, persistence and tact. pressed 
his sale to conclus10n. 

He ~as a great showman. By that I mean he re.;. 
sogmsed the ~alue of showmanship and . used: it 
llb:rally, effectively and with a vast zest of personal 
enJoyment. He loved a circus because circus is 

' th~ee-rin9ed act_ion, movement, surprise, upon sur-­
pns:, skiH, darmg and danger. A circus ;with its 
audie_nce was !ife with its laughter and .i:ts: th.rills 
and Its tragedres •. He liked to hear th~: the ;bci,nds 



la and see the .flags fl~ and he lo~ed to be i~ 
p y . . . not conspicuously at its head, bu 
the procession, . - f lk 
in it self-abandoned with the other o s. . , 

. k n was for him a constant challenge to 
The un now .- • _ eo le were only 
adioh and discovery. Strange pet them or lived 
strange because he had not yet m were to be 
in th_eir evironment. Str-ange pldaces hile courage 

1 d -d known and understoo ; so w . ~! o~~e :r; his. outstanding traits, he was. conscious 
of it. To explore was to dare. 

. . . big man physicaliy' but with nb aspect 
He V!h. as. al . ower· a large head with fine, open­
of 'P ysica P ' , e es set on broad 
features, big mouth and _ gre_y Yn movement with 
shoulders sH&htly •st0?Ped; ~~ic~ ~gkter in his eyes 
a rather hesitant voice; w1d a t but never we.nt 
ahd a smile that cam~ an wen . ho would 
for' long .• He wa_s a figure . of a mhn e w witli the 
be singled out in any group anyw er 

b' . ?II question, "who is the 1g man • 

He loved life, he loved people and things _and. places, 
all he made friends arid chen~hed th~m 

!~~v\hey' him. He did constructi~e ~hmg_s wh1cQ 
. • H" h' ef bequest was his idealism an endure. IB c 1 . 

his intense humanness •. 

VANCOUVER CLUB BULLETIN 

There was an ,exceHent, trib~te . in the bul~:~beo/, 
Vancouver Rotary club to its Hon~rary 
Ji,m Davidson, which is reproduced below: 
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xii ReqL1iem for a Hero 

W.G. Swan, President of the Rotary club 
of Vancouver, in a circular letter addressed to 
Rotary clubs in that area, appealed to all to make 
every effort. to attend the fur1eral of Jim 'Davidson 
at the Canadian Memorial Church on July 22, 1933. 
He said "Jim was one of Rotary's most outstanding 
and best known members and his work for Rotary 
was such that we, qs members, enjoy contacts 
with many parts of the world which have become 
possible only through the late Jim's efforts. In 
paying a last tribute, by attending this funeral, 
we carry the thoughts and expressions of many 
thousands who are not able to be present but who,· 
would like to be represented". There was excellent 
response to the appeal. 

The funeral service was led by Rev. H.H. Bingham, 
a personal friepcf of Jim Davidson and a former 
colleague of his at the Calgary Rotary club and 
at that time a member of the Rotary club of To­
ronto. In a very impressive speech, Rev. Bingham 
described the high points in the life and work of 
Jim Davidson .. He. said "In the passing of James 
Wheeler Pa vidson we ha, ve lost in this country, 
in my judgement, no ordinary citizen. He was. a 
mc!-ny-sided man; he was an international figure. 
There wa,s nothing provincial in his outlook upon 
life. His vision of life, and his interests could never 
be confined to any parochial boundaries. Our friend, 
whom we delighted

1 
to call "Jim Davidson", thought -

in world terms. This is revealed in all the great 
ventures of his life, and, as you know, those ventures 
are many. He seemed always to have a hunger 
for the horizons of life. The thing that seemed 
intangible . was to him a constant challenge to his 
conquering spirit. It was this _ urge that lecf him 
on in his Polar expedition with Peary; it was this 

. same urge which led him later to Japan as a war 
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correspondent during the.· Chinese-,Japanese war. 
He never rushed heedlessly into these big adventures. 
Men who seek to conquer the intangibl~ in any 
sphere and who are the real pathfinders of life 
are not thoughtless, impulsive men. They are · men 
conscious of the dangers; they count the c_ost, 
with quite confidence, with calm, courage, they 
set out upon a life of achievement. 

Now this calm calculating thoroughness, this mastery 
of detail, which those who worked with him in 
Rbtary knew so well, that genius for organising 
both fact and men, were all .evidenced in the 0lif e 
of Jim Davidson. Those qualities of life were evi-­
dent. in his . responsible position as United St.ates 
Consul in Formosa, and -his book on "Formosa, 
Its Past and Present", is surely an authoritative 
and monumental work on that country, revealing 
literary talent, -and • a patient research of eight 
years, that he finally might unfold to the world 
the life of that little land where he served his 
country. 

It was these same . qualities which made him a 
world, figt,re in Rotary; his insight into human need, 
and ·his·· many • contacts with leaders of thought 
and.· action convinced him that the - principles of 
Rotary were universal • princip\es that would meet. 
the need and hunger of the · human heart. He thoro- • 
ughly ~ believed in the gospel -of fellowship and ser-­
vice. He knew that these principles • would make 
a real contribution to international well-being, 
and this helped to form the urge which sent him 
on his last great'- adventure to introduce Rotary 
to the Ne·ar East and the Orient as he had so success~ • 
fully inaugrated it, with Layton Ralston, in Australia 
and New Zealand. Those who know of his work 
in this field, in which his wife took so great a 
part, know how well he succeeded" . 

. Rev. Bingham. then recalled his v1s1ts to Athens 
and • Cairo where he witnessed the Rotary clubs 
initiated by Jim working in excellent • spirit • of 
fellowship. He continued "i am perfectly sure we 
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shall not begin to a . . • . 
that Rbtary Internatft::tate the. tre?1endous task 
they sent him forth to th Jave to this man when 
to seek to b •· e ear East and the Orient' nng so many d. , 
gions ~ogether in the b d ive~se tongues and relf­

on s o Rotary fellowship. 

The last personal message I 
departed .. friend was tr received from our 
to me, from a h t _.·. om Jerusalem. His letter 
a!so full of grief ~~~r ~~11 of __ concern,_ ~nd I felt, 
division and hatr·ed t.h t e spmt of rehgw. qs strife, 
• a seemed t · b •• ··•·· · 
m that so-called Hol C" . . . 0 e set· evident 
himself wept, Where-Y he Itr;ida ~Ity ov~r ~h~~h. Christ 
redemption. I thi k I d. . own his 1lfe for our 
undercurrent in ;hat 1 iscerned at thc1t- time an 
heart of ·J·1·m' D. .d etter, real hu __ nger in the av1 son th t r • . · · 
to express itself with. ' •• a. re 1g1on might come 

, spirit of good will and m ~ ~mted front,_ ·and in . the 
u ua understandmg. 

Into the sa?ctities of . his _home life I sh· a·11--
enter at this time. We .h • . < . . . . • not 
and h •• •· • . · -·· , - s all leave those sac · d appy -·. memories .. with .. th. . h . . . . . re. 
shared his· .. life and his love • ose .. t at so vitally 
so sorely bereft at th· h .• ' and _who have beer 
ever, •• that. twh_ He . a -·. Isl. d our. Let it_ be said' how-_ 
1 wor . traveler he h over, _a. lover of wife .. · d f .• . was a · .. ome 
and ·music• a lover f f ~n . am1ly; . a lover ol art 

•• ' · o nends and · · 
We. commend to the comforti' a grac1_ous host. 
of o~r Heavenly Father then~ and c~nsolmg grace 
the mner sphere • of his n . ear ones who knew 
mourn with us his departure": e, and who so deeply 
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VANC0UV~.l{,CANA0A 

••• 
XIII A Daughter's lmpressior{;Li~\[: • 

Her Father 

The older get the more realize what a 
a very unusual person my father was~ If there is 
such a thing as a marriage llmade in h~a:ve~" '\ny 
mother's and father's certainly was. They were 
quite different people but they complemented e'a.ch 
other. completely. They were married 'in Octob~i-
1906. My father was 34 years and my mother .26 
years -old. My mother led a very sheltered· lile 
and knowing my grandmother . Dow I can • certainly 
believe it. She was living in the Palace Hoteljviih_ 
her parents and the youngest of hei;- three brothers 
at the time of the San Fransisco Fire and Earth­
quake in April, 1906. The family had just returned 
from a trip to Japan, where she met 'rriy father 
on the boat~ He was very ill with typhoid. and \\:'.as 

,carried on the boat ·on a stretcher. My grandf_ather 
Dow h2tppened to be standing by the ga.n'gJ5larik 
at the time and he started talking to dad. Tfie 
inevitable happened, and after visiting back horrle' 
with his mother in Austin, Minnesota he was'' on 
his. way out to San Fransisco by train arriving 'the 
morning of the earthquake, 1906 to see:, foothet~ 
My father was always resource£ ul and on: 1:>'eiti~' 
told that all· passengers had to get oq th~, tr~.iri 
in Oakland and could not under any·· circurnstarice 
proceed to San Fransisco ( which was by feiry t'Boi~ 
days) he hid between the seats and as he e~·pect.¢9; 
the train proceeded down to the mole • wlje'ref tqe . 
ferries were. He walked off the train and: d'i5Gt8 
the ferry tryir1g to look very official .. • and, r<::>;qe 
over to San • Fransisco. On arrival he lea:fhecl /.that 
the Palace Hotel, where. mother's famil}' 'fas,·]yi:yJhg 
had burned. down. Remembering that' 'm"frtfief''s 
eldest brother lived on Larkin Street . he, •'~asl<_e~ 
directions from passers by who were ·ma~iT)g t~e!JI 
way down· to the water front to get 1 t~e ferfy 'OV~f 
to Oakland on the other side of th'e bay-~:. Ply ':tffe 
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time he reached Larkin Street it was almost dark 
so he • kept asking •• people •• for ·the house nutnbers • 
and finally he called out the number· to a group 
on a porch and it was mother's family. 

In times of great crises and stress like that day, 
people seem to lose their normal ability to think 
clearly about where to go and what to do. So my 
father talked to my grandfather and the family 
int.o taking the ferry over. to Oakland and finding 
accomodation th.ere. By the time they got there 
the only immediate place they could find to stay 
was i,r1 a house run by a Madame. My poor straight 
laced~ grandmother must have really suffered. My 
father loaned • my. grandfather a, pen and with that 
he:· ·sta~ted rebuilding his plant the Dow Putnp and 
Die,~el. Engine Cornpany, on a new • piece of prop~rty 
in Alerneda. 

l\ily father's adventuroues previous life would cer­
-tainJy have conditioned him to responding· quickly 
to • any emergency and as long as I knew him • he 
was . never afraid to tackle -anything, any where. 
Througho,ut our •• trip he wanted to see as. much 
as 'possible of the real country and the native peo­
ple?. as. he c9uld, so we used all kinds of transporta­
tion overland b}' c~r, bus, train, airoplane, camel 
elephant, .sedan cha.irs carried on tnen's shoulders 
and walking, wal~ir;ig, walking. By Water w~ took 
Intl~ ~t~amers, , row. boats, .·sampans, ·, smaller stea­
m~ts ,a:nd Jr,eighte.r~,. culmihatihg with .c1 pig boa:t 
to. H6hg 'Kong from Haiporig~ When things. went 
wroi;ig _· a.nd we got left ,somewhere inadvertently 
he ,had ·greaf patience .and would always see ahd· 
enj~y,.the interesting part of it as well as the· hurno"'." 
ur6us. • side. • • 

He\'enj~yed ·challenges·. of every. sort. and combined 
with his nat~rai' curiosity and interest ,in the world 
ar'otind him he saw as rnuch of it as he cotild. One 
adv~nture wa~ . going. t9 • a• little ., island • known as 
Betel Tabago not too far from Japan on a Japanese 
Navy ship making him the first white person. that 
the natives had ever seen. He was very intrigued 
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with their interest in hitn, .wanting y{;;:.:· 
probably to see if his C()lour would com~'of •·~-

• ' :?'!'' \: 

' '' .\.\.' ·:·1 ... r·:·:.;f,~.~(\\: ' 
While writing his book on Formosa he, yeift~ff~fi)/ 
went into headtwnter territory with an ihtefprete} 
to talk to the natives and had a. tiny tattoo .. oh 
his hand put there by one of the native • band$'J:o 
make hitn a "brotherii. He was decorated by if)~ .. •• 
Japanese with the 5th Order of the .. Rising ~uh.·: 
for his exploits during the capture of Taihoku that· .. : 
resulted in the Japan~se taking over the city without· • 
any bloodshed. Along another line he invented .arid • 
built little "machines" to measure the strength .. 
of many different fibres from plants growing there. • 
For his book on Formosa as there were . pracfic<;1,Hy 
no other: European there he .. learned Japanese fluently 
and spoke it all the time to his Japanese friends 
and associates, probably many in military, .. as ,he .. 
was made a lieut in the Japanese Army after japan 
took over Forrnosa.. 

He was a keen fan of cirsuses. The very cornplic~~ed 
and extremeJy efficient operation was qf great 
interest . to him~ f:,le felt it was like .a stnall. city 

, constantly on the rnove. From the circus he .became 
a great admirer of elephants .• On our trip we to6k, 
many pictures of elephants working, pn : parade 
and just resting or being, trained by young • • bqy 
mahouts. • • • • • 

I realise. that I seem to be jumping arouritL but 
I .don't kpow how .else t? try to explairi I,JilJ to, 
you., Really trye friendship .. with peoples of • the • 
world an:d a. corresponding return rapport .· from •• 
thetn was 'his most. outstanding characterisSic~ 
While oh the Peary Artie Expedition he rnade friehc;ls • 
with Eskimos and was welcomed .to enter their ' 
igloos,· eat their food and sleep with them . wbile; 
on hunting trips_.to. get meat for ,the dogs. 'When 
I was a teen ager . rny friends would corne to the • 
house and be so interested in talking to tny fatJjer· • • 
that I might as well have hot been there. • • 

Tolerance of cultures, of religions, and o:f foil:iles' 
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of mankind was one of his main attributes I think. 
He could partake of any kind , of food with 'any 
one under any circumstances and enjoy. it. Religion, 
he felt was a person's own choice • and sho'Uld not 
be interfered with by anyone else. He felt very 
strongly that missionaries had no right to wreak 
ha voe in the Poynesian Islands, as they did., in 
the early days. The Medical Missicmaries he felt 
did a great deal of good without being bigots. 

He never got over his love for travel, short distance, 
like when he decided his was going to be the f-irst 
car into Lake Louise, Alberta when the road was 
built, as soon as the trees were cut down and drag­
ged off he drove through the forest and was the 
first, car in, or long distances to Australia by boat 
or around the world which I believe he did three 
times in his life time. 

,,, 

Humour was always just below the surface. He 
could see the funny side of any situation even 
if the joke was on him. 

He was always very understanding with me and 
we had Jots of private little jokes. He was good,, 
at drawing and when on a· trip away from home, 
which was frequent, he always wrote to me and 
covered the outside of the envelope with cartoons 
and sketches. I have always felt that it is difficult· 
foi- .the children of outstanding parents because 
everybody expects so much of them and they live 
in a sort of reflected glory with the result· that 
they dont't make· most of their own Jives and op­
portunities given to them. I know I didn't. 
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xiv Tribute to a Rotary Torch-bearer 
at Detroit Convention • 

f.t_ the fourth plenary , session of the Rotary 
International convention held. at Detroit, Michigan, 
USA, on June 28, 1934, Allen D. Albert, past presi-. 
dent of Rotary International, paid a glowing tribwte 
to the memory of Rotarian James W. Davidson. 

Rotary International president, John Nelson, calling 
·upon Allen D. Albert to his assignment, said: "There 
are hundred, yes, thousands who have rendered 
con_spicuous service to the cause of Rotary, and 
their greatest reward, no doubt, has been the satis-' 

. faction of "Service above Self". It would not be 
in q.Ccord with the spirit of Rotary if we did not 
reme~ber aJJ _ who served in their own peculiar 
capacity to brmg Rotary to its present world-wide 
standing and influence. But it is fitting that we 
should pay tribute for special reasons to the memory 
of- one of our past vice presidents, who has gone 
beyond, wh~se service was unique. In many countries; 
Rotary had its beginning through the self-sacrifice 
and devotion of James W. Davidson of; Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada .. We have aJJ read the· /account 
?f • his wor~ on tour some two or • three years ago 
m the service of Rotary. I, myself, have just tra­
versed part of the ground which he broke for Rotary, 
v.:here he planted our pioneer clubs. I can . speak 
fitst hand of the .• Jove and loyalty that is felt by 
embryo Rotary in all these lands to Jim Davidson, 
beloved and admired in deep measure for all the 
opportunities of enjoying the companionship of 
such a genial and wonderful man". 

AJJen commenced his speech by :. defining Rotary 
as a movement of, the Jove of men for their f eJlows. 
Love is not a thing to . be reasoned about. It is 
not expressed·. in formulas or equations. It cannot 
be put into terms of contract; It.is a giving. Rotary 



is a movernent in which men give of themselves 
for the help of mankind. That is what is' meant 
by service. 

When we say "he prof its most who serves best" 
we mean that if we men of the earth will but 
give of our best to each other, we shall find our­
selves in a world made better by our giving. The 
distinguishing mark of Rotary is that it combines 
the earning of our living and our giving to· our 
fellows, To some it may seem a marvelous thing 
that a movement which has giving for its spirit 
should spread around the earth in the lifetime 

• of one mc;1.n. But it is no marvel. Allen recalled 
that the pc1.triot Garibaldi could off er. to the youth 
of Italy . only the opportunity to give themselves 
for the. impalpable good of a thing ·called 9-s to 
some thing within them which was divine. It is 

. no wonder, then, that Rota,ry should . gather to 
ttse~f generous men. It is a very copai-te,;nship. of . 
the.· generous. 

Referring to J~rn Davidson, Allen said • thus: "We 
turn our thoqght today to one of whom it is warran-

.. table to say that, he spent his richest. years in .giving 
. unto, ,Rotary, and through Rotp.ry in giving unto 
.. manl<inq. He •• would be µncomf ortiible to hear himself 

spoken oj as more , than one in . a fellowship of 
thos.e who gave what they could. Of their • own 
merits modest men are dumb. Yet we set aside 
this moment in the lives of thousands of us who 
are. gathered • al • 'this Detroit Convention because 
we are conscious, that he gave a.nd gave;· abundantly 
.and. we. would make such • an acknowledgement 
of his giving that all the world might know~ • 

. He was Rotc1.rian James , Wheeler Davic;lsan of the 
clul:> of Calgary, Alberta, Canada. The God who 
has . set lii'l.bour and rest as day c1.hd night to men 
s1.:.1ccessive called this one of his sons· µnto Himself 
on an evening in· Jµly of last' year, Davidson: had 
l.ived · .. tully ahd that oeath • which is the brother 

• oL sleep came -to him after .a career of useful 
business and professional Jne, of trav.el and advem.,. 

\ 
\ 

r~r~ sue~ as f~w men have ever experienced, of 
g1vmg himself m measures too deep for any • but 
great hearts to fill. 

.. "fhis Was a man who went with Peary to the arctic. 
Who . was a war correspondent attached first to 
a Chinese and th.en t0 a Japanese army. Who became 
a consul of the United States in Formosa and 'wr'ote 
there a. work on that island which is still widely 
read and used. Who served for a time as United 
Stat_es Consµ! General in the largest of the consular 
stat10ns of his country, that at Shanghai. • 

• Had· his: life ended with that service in 1903 'the 
man Davidson wouid have been Written do;n a 
sµcsess •. , But in 1906 he open~d another· chapter. 
He went t6 Calgary and after a time became a 
Canadian citiz~n. • • • 

When Rotary was·' disclose<;I to .him there in··:1914 
its ·message of giving went straightway tohts':heart 
and the .·. new chapter . of his life became one of 
journeying forth to carry the ideals of Rotary from 
Calgary fo the fat places of the earth. 

With Col. James. Ralston of Halifax,· Nova Scotia, 
he L1ndertook the extension of Ro'tary to the British 
Dominions .of Australia •• and New Zea.'lah:d.' That 
work don~, he· serv~d as governor of Rotar·y's Dis­
trict NL1mber 4 and in succession was· a membet 
()! the ex.tension ·committee M Rotary. International, 
director, third vi.ce pr~sid'ent and··· chairma'n of 
the e;omrnfttee orn inJerniltional service. • 

His business enterpdse and . wide travels had •• accus­
tomed. Da vidsori' to' thin I< jand plan broadly. In August 
1928, he and his wife and their daughter Marjory 
set 9ff • to fW the gap in the Rot/fry • girdle which 
then extended from the Caspian to the ·china -Sea. 
He had e~pected to spend about eight months on 
the. missi.on. . Inste<Xd • he • spent: more •• than thirty 
months; ~rom Egypt . he went t6 Greece, lo· T~tkey, 
to • Palestine, to Irc:iq, · to Syria ahd •'Persia;, qh to 
India, Ceylon, Burma, Malaysic;t,' the Dutch 1·/East 

·, ,.., .... 
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Indies and Siam, and then the project was .. that· 
he should go on to China, Manchuria, Korea,, Japan 
and the Philippines. 

More.. than a . score of Rotary clubs represented 
in this convention from those countries are the 
fruit of his energy and enthusiasm. In certain cities 
the problem was to induct into Rotary ·s~lf:-,organised 
.dubs. In others he persuaded high • government 
officers, even the brother of a king, to participate 
actively in the organisation of- clubs. Here the 
obstruction was a rigid demarcation of society 
by lines of caste. Here it was aloofness of the 
men best able to comprehend and fulfill an ideal 
of giving for the good of mankind. 

Adventure is to the adventurous. The Davidsons 
underwent hardships that might well have daunted 
even a Peary. On a road in Malay jungle their 
aut9mobile was upset into a .ditch of water from 
whkh natives rescued them and afterwards mini­
stered unto them in thatched huts. Davidson had· 
severa_l fevers. His daughter was dangerously poi­
soned by insect bite. Every· traveller knows how 
the next land beckons, and since the next land 
meant Rotary to the Davidsons their. stay in th_e 
East • lengthened on and on, despite the mishaps, 
the perils and the calls of business and home. • 

Is. there Rotary in the ancient city of Athens? 
Davidson took it there. In Jerusalem, Cairo, Bombay, 
Delhi,· Madras, Colombo, Rangoon,, · Thayetmyo, 
the Federated . Malay States, Java, Sumatra,. the 
Stra.,its Settlements and Siam? Davidson planted 
it .. • The condit_ons were new. If clubs were to be 
stable. they .must b_e nurtured through th~ years. 
Th,at : work, the Rotary . Commissioner perforce 
left .. to residents. The long endeavour to foster 
a better understanding among national, . ra.c;:ial and 
xeligtoys groups, .. v.arious and mutually_ aloof, of 
nec,essity, ,must . rest, .with the~r own ,)~aders c1nd 
with ,us . of Rotary elsewhere in the world. who .may 
hav,e,, th.~. ·0,p,portµnity to ,suppor( arid _f:9r;tit'x. those 
Je~ders. : -

I

·.·.·.\\ i~ 
i.: 
·, 
,: 

. 
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The Rotary argosy 
and sailing away. 
the University of 
acknowledgement: 

was no mere putting to coves 
A member of the faculty of 
Melbourne has written us this 

"Thirteen years have passed since Davidson and 
Ralston founded in Melbourne the first Ant_ipodean 
Rotary Club. Time in its course is taking from 
us one by one those who were privileged to enter 
into the circle of Davidson friendship and to come 
under the spell of _his enthusiasm, but the movement 
he started goes on in ever increasing volume, range 
and energy, and hi_s dynamic personality survives 
in what the future will reverence as a fitting memo­
rial to a man guided by a great ideal". 

The. fairly familiar phrase ''his dynamic personality!' 
does not wholly describe Jim Davidson. Everything 
about him was big-body, head, brain, voice, laugh, 
straight . look of the eyes, . heart,· purpose, ideal, 
love of Rotary.. His. business was big - he became 
an.· extensive owner of real estate in Canada. His 
faith was vast.•· He. and Mrs. Davidson and Marjory 
strengthened the ties. of rich family devotion by 
winding them about with common experience around 
the world, by travel, the great test of companion­
ship, py steamers on ocean and river, by rail, auto­
mobile and. aeroplane, by pushcar, camel and e1e­
phant.. J.hese conveyances bore the man Davidson 
to •· more : than two thousand other. men in their 
off k:es. a17-d count~ng rooms. Wherever they took_ 
him he w9s. a torch-bearer, shedding the light of 
sympathetic .understanding upon peoples of the 
earth rewJy e_ntered lnto1 the fellowship of Rotary. 

We who are the brothers in Rotary to Jim Davidson 
think of him in thi~ memorial hour not as one who 
has gone from us 'so much as one who remains 
with us through that which he gave along with 
his work. In an international assembly of Rotarians 
v;e have consciousness of his presence. We knew 
the two who knew him best and loved him most 
have the same consciousness and we would that 
our gratitude might strengthen it. • 

, 
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The soft wings of peace now cover him round. 
But the thing that is divine .in us is not ,confined 
by our_ death._ Wherever there has been glowing 
generosity, radiant sympathy, a giving of self thr­
ough work in our little companies of the Rotary 
brotherhood, those qualities shine on and on when 
we are gone as the stars shine in· the Canadian 
night". •• 

Mrs. Davidson or Marjory we.re not able· to be pre­
sent at Detroit. Rotary International president, 
John Nelson, reporting on the service, wrote to 
Mrs. Davidson: "Had it not been for the·. strain 
which it would have put on you, I would have liked 
very much had you beeri present at the service. 
At the appropriate time I asked the sergeants-at­
arms to • tile the convention a:nd let n6 one enter 
or leave during the service. The stage was darkened. 
f:llen A~bert stepped to the reading desk, the • 6nly 
light bemg that over his manuscript, and he made 
his tribute to Jim in the chaste, lofty and eloquent 
phrasing· of which he is a master. When he reached 
the personal reference a large picture of Jim, 
~hich had been stationed on • the platform, was 
disclosed and the .. spotlight fell and remained upon 
it dvring. the · remainder .of his •• talk.· There was 
perfect . silence • throughout the service • and, on 
~very ha~d, •• l .. heard q,pp'reciative remarks upon 
its effective character! It really seemed fck • a 
moment a,s though Jim had been called back from 
the shawdows to· mingle once more with so many 
to whom his memory is dear. I am especially pleased 
that, during .· my incumbency of the presidency, . 
this inadequ·ate but beautiful tribute was paid to 
him and to his work. 
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xv Blue Spruce in Paul Hartis':s 
Friendship Garden 

• Paul Harris maintained a friendship • garden 
of trees at his home in Morgan Park dedicated 
~o his friends in different parts of th~ world. It 
alL started . with the planting of a tree dedicated 
Jo Walter_ Drummond, one· of the pioneers of Rotary 
m Australia,· 

Wh~n Sydney Pascall was president of Rotary Inter­
nat10_nal . he . pl~nted a tree in the garden •. Chileno 
Garcia, of Salti!lo, ~exico, planted one; Dr. Fong 
See,, of Shanghai, Chma, planted • one; John Duncan 
of Maois?n; Wisconsin; USA planted one; also trees 
were.' planted and dedicated to Paul's friends, Johan­
nes ·Martens of Oslo, Norway and Kurt Belfrage 
of Stockholm, Sweden. • 

On ./:!,· }rip ,·of Eyrope · in 1932 Paul planted trees 
?f ffiend~hJP in . two .. cities. He also planted a tree 
)n t1i~ _garden_ to commemorate the planting of 
a tr~e ~'l , l?,erlm .. at the request of the Rota.ry club 

, of ~erilm. In_ t:his way_ P9;ul's friendship garden of 
Jree~t .·~~ a, )iv1n.g remmder of some of his friends 
1n q1~.taµt <:;OtJ,ntries, gni,dually grew. As he looked 
a;t: th9,~e Jr~eit daUy he was constantly reminded 
. o_f . t,h9s~ J,ri~ncls. Most, of thqse trees were 6f ever-
gree,~.,; WR~:, .5:p ,that th,eir fqliage was a retninder 
keepmg the memory of those friends ever fresh 
in hi~ rnlntj. . • • • • 

For • some: . thne 'pa,yl was considering planting of 
a tree dedicat~ci JQ Jim Davidson. He wrote to 
Dr. To~ M~n\V@M·/,a, • m~mber of the Rotary .<:itJb 
of Man1ste~, : fy11c:~igc1:n,, .. abo~t some .blue :spruce 
trees he saw there, askmg him if he co.old go to 
the nursery and ma,ke a selection of the bluest 
blue spruc;e he could find which he intended . to 
pla,nt in his friendship garden in hono1..1r of Jirn. 
"Doc;'' was only glad, to comply an? went atonce 

, 



In Memory of Jim Davidson 
Who WdS born under the Stars dnd Stripes 
dnd died under the Union Jdck, d world citizen 

The words "Come over into Macedonia and 
help us" did not fall on deaf ears. One, one only heard 
them, but one was enough. By his response he made 
them immortal. 

Centuries later a similar cry rang out. "Come 

over into Greece, Egypt, Palestine, India, Ceylon, Burma, 
Malay, Batavia, Java, Siam and China and help us." Jim 
heard it. To him it was the sounding of a reveille. Others 
may have heard it but not distinctly. It is given many 

to hear, few to hear distinctly. Jim knew whose job it 
was the moment he heard the call. By every right and tit le 
it was his. Not being in the best of health, and having 
already won his spurs when he and Layton Ralston intro­
duced Rotary in Australia and New Zealand, he might 
have considered his pioneering work done, but that would 

not have been Jim. 

In company with his wife, L illian Dow.David­
son and their daughter Marjory, he spent three years in 
forging the round-the-world chain of clubs. When he 
returned home it was manifest that he had given more 

than three years--he. had given his life as well. Was 
it by virtue of the interposition of Divine Providence that 

Jim became one of us? In any event, he has come and 
gon e and his memory will be revered by legions; his 
work more admired as the passage of time lends broad­
er perspective. 

In memory of Jim one beautiful October morn­
ing we planted a shapely blue spruce tree in our garden 
of friendship at our home in Morgan Park. Lillian and 
Marjory honored us on the occasion with their presence 
and Marjory, at our request, fastened on a limb of the 
tree a metal tag which we had provided. It be/lrs the 
brief inscription "In memory of James W. D,widson, 
wo-rld citizen " 

At this Christmas period Rotary may well 

pause in contemplation of Jim's great gift; his unswerving 
self-sacrificing devotion to the cause. No m'an could 
have given more. 

Jim Davidson, Associate of Admiral Peary 

on his Polar expedition of 1894, ~ar correspondent in 

the Far East, United States Consul General at Shanghai, 
Ambassador at large of Rotary International and friend of 
all men, may you rest in peace. 

JEAN and PAUL HARRIS 

The Tree planted in our 
"Garden of F,•iend$hip" 

in memory of Jim 



to the nursery and selected the best specimen 
he could find. 

How interested and concerned Paul was in this 
project is evident from the following extract of 
his letter to Lillian: "It is not so large as the Nor­
way spruce that preceeded it but it is far more 
shapely and beautifully filled out. It will eventually 
be a very much finer tree. Charles Marson, his 
son and a helper planted the tree in due course 
and we have been watering it ever since, so that 
it will be sure to stand the winter well. We shall 
guard it carefully and it will in due course of time 
be a dignified and beautiful blue spruce.... We 
shall see that it is carefully sprayed in the spring 
and are almost certain that it will live and thrive". 

In a brochure, beautifully printed and circulated 
to Rotarians by Jean and Paul Harris, mentioning 
the tree dedicated to the memory of Jim Davidson, 
they paid glorious tribute to Jim's unswerving self­
sacrif icing devotion to the cause of Rotary. The 
brochure is reproduced in the next page. 

Paul Harris continuted exchange of letters with 
Lillian and Marjory. In a letter, written in his 
own hand, reproduced below, he discusses, among 
other things, the printing of a Christmas card with 
the picture of Jim Davidson for distribution among 
Jim's friends in Rotary. 
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Paul P. Hi1rri1 
11USIOEHT EMUITUS 
ltotarr 1.t,rutl•~•I 

IOI U LO ftljlWOo d o r1 ... . 
CH ICAGO, ILLt NOrs. U.S.A. 



Paul P. Harri• 
,aESIDlMT lMHITUS 
lot■ rw l•l•r11otloHI 1015' Lo114wood Dri v o 

CHICAGO, ILLl~OlS, U.S.A. 

xvi Davidson Recognition at 
Toronto Convention 

In March 1983, when Toronto was getting 
ready for hosting the Rotary International Conven­
tion, I happened to be in USA visiting my children 
in Wisconsin. I felt that Toronto Convention would 
be a very appropriate occasion to honour the late 
Jim Davidson for the great services rendered and 
sacrifices borne by him for spreading Rotary to 
many countries in the Middle East and Orient. 
I discussed this with two distinguished Canadian 
Rotarians and my good friends, Past District Gover­
nor Aubrey Oldham of Bracebrige and W .F. ( Robbie) 
Robinson of White Rock. They followed up the 
matter with Tibor P. Gregor, Convention Chairman, 
and the Rotary International. Robbie wrote in a 
letter addressed to Lynwood Frederickson of Rotary 
International "This plaque js so important at this 
convention as, like myself Marjory is not getting 
any younger, and it will probably be several years 
before another International Convention will be 
in Canada. Also that eldest son Donald is the in­
coming president of the Rotary club of Ladner, 
B.C". With the approval of Rotary International 
President, Hiroji Mukasa, the Special Recognition 
of James W. Davidson was included in the Coriven­
tion agenda. 

In a very solemn ceremony on June 7, 1983, at 
the third Plenary Session of the Convention, Pre­
sident Hiroji remembered the outstanding services 
rendered by Jim Davidson to extend Rotary and 
presented a plaque of appreciation to his daughter, 
Marjory Abramson. A photo copy of the plaque 
1s reproduced on the next page. 

It was my privilege to attend this delightful function 
and later to be photographed with Mr. and Mrs. 
John Abramson. 
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:,,. !lrorc_ful ,nc""'?' of the our.un.di?':9 cf~oru of" ~ !JI. ),).u,ia ...... co 
c.ncnd. !Ro~, du, Spc.-w_ ~id.cn.e...t !Ruo:9nat:10n.. 
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~\ory ~rrunson., 
his qr.....uon.. 

Iona!~ ~bra111so11-
1,83-6 4 !Pruid.cnt: 

of t:hc ~t4')' ~,.t, of fadncr, 1H' .. ecina.d.a. 
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Conclusion 

I have atte:-n;:,ted in these pages to narrate the 
sto:y of _the exceptional life of a remarkable Ro­
tarian. J 1~ !).1 vidso.,, who devoted a significant 
part of his _life for the introduction of Rotary in 
many co~ntnes, in the early stages of its develop­
n:ent. His co~viction of its great worth Jed to 
hi~ total COi177lltment to spread it around the world. 
His was a multifaceted personality but his most 
valua?le contribution was the pro:n,:,tion of under­
standing between peoples of different nationalities 
faste~ed . together by the bond of Rotary. Rotary 
o'.ganisat10n ~as been singularly fortunate th3.t 
his whole family could share in this noble endeavour. 
It is . my ~arnest hope that the fascinating story 
of this dedicated Canadian Rotarian and his family 
will provide inspiration to Rotarians the world 
over for the furtherance of the ideal s of service 
and fellowship. 
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