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THE BOOK
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to lend strength to Rotary. I am sure all those

going through the pages shall not only find the
enriching -contents stimulating but also derive im-

mense 1nsp1ratlon from Jim's life.

-“Chandlgarh 3rd September,
1987. ‘ .

. R.K. Saboo

. -
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;Introduction

I.. have often wondered when 1 hear. Rotary
speakers address  on the growth and expa
Rotary with its membership surpassing oni
in as. many as 161 countries how many of ius really
know of the sacrifices made ‘and. the efforts - put
forth to create the impetus which ‘caused Rotary
to spread -around the world. Rotary came up the
hard way, through the work of self—sacr1f1c1ng men
who gave themselves unsparingly. .

In THE ROTARIAN February/1947, Paul Harris
in ‘the very last article he wrote before his death,
paid- tributes  to Rotarys early . ambassadors, :.and
singled out one or two of them as men who .should
be: credited with having planted the seeds of Rotary
far and wide, and having thus, brought- about the
establishment of Rotary- as a. world-wide movement.
After ment1on1ng the - one -'and" only Ches - Perry
who served as Rotary's ‘secretary .from.1910 to 1942
he continued "and then there- were men like James
W. Davidson: of Canada, who with his countryman
Col. J. Layton Ralston planted Rotary in the Anti-
podes. Later when Jim's health and strength were
failing -he ‘spent three years in completing the span
of  the world, bringing Rotary to many more lands.
After - reporting to ; Rotary International's . Board
in- Chlcago Jlm returned to- Canada and died",

Sydney W Pascall Pre51dent of Rotary Internatlonal

1931- =32, wvisiting -Rotary Clubs around.. the world
covering - Europe, 'Africa, the: Middle ‘East- and Far
East, Australia and- New .Zealand: witnessed the
result. of -the: _labour_s, of -, J1m : Dav1dson. He wrote
in" THE ROTARIAN -July/1932" . . . and those two

- intrepid ‘Rotarians; Layton ‘Ralston and Jim Davidson

who. -back in 1921 brought Rotary to Australia and

‘New --Zealand. More“recently, as every 'reader of.

THE ROTARIAN :magazine- knows, ‘Jim established
a~string of new clubs.from the Near to :the. Far
East. As a result, no-name in Rotary of the Orient

|



JAMES

WHEELER DAVIDSON

Profile of a Rotarian

Rtn. N.T. Joseph, MA, P.H.F,

Past President, Rotary Club of Cochin,

Post Box 2592,
Cochin 682 031, INDIA.



DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to Mrs. Marjory Abramson,

daughter of the late James W. Davidson, who helped

me by providing much of the data for compiling this
volume.

4“,‘_

James Wheeler Davidson.
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FOREWORD

The lives of people who embarked upon great
adventures are the fountainhead of eternal inspira-
tion. The more we delve deep into their past, more
we learn of the source of their inspiration and
find answers to the questions, as to what moti-
vated them ? What drove them to do what they
did ? And when such a person is associated with

a great movement having a positive bearing on

the lives of the multltlde, his biography becomes
a gu1d1ng force. : ‘ e

Jim Davidson's life has been such a guiding force.
He was a missionary of our times. At his own ex-
penses, he crossed oceans and travelled to different
lands. to spread the message of human understandmg .
and sow the seeds of a movement that spans the
world today - the Rotary.

We in this region owe a great deal to his dedica-
tion and endeavours with which he went about
spreading the message of service. and fellowship.

To chronicle. the travels and travails of this enter-
prising man, as he went about his mission of. spread-
ing Rotary in the Orient in the early 1930s, has
been quite a colossal task which another dedicated
and knowledgeable Rotarian, N.T. Joseph, has taken
up most d111gent1y. His 'earlier book on "Rotary
in India" in itself is a remarkable compilation of
the development of Rotary in . this region for pos-
terity -and now this attempt to relive and retrace
the path that Jim Davidson took during his meaning-
ful sojourn in Asia by Rtn. Joseph is commendable.
I extend my heartiest felicitations to him for his
endeavours and the zeal with which he is striving
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is known better and ‘honouted. more. He has almost
become a tradition, a cult . . . . . The energy of
that human dynamo in the great and enervating heat
.of those tropical lands; the way in which he swept
all’ who talked Rotary w1th ‘him, even those’ hostile,
_into“his “nets’ answered their arguments; - met their
ob]ectlons- removed ‘their .doubts; called them™to
-ai.meeting until, as .some one -said,” "Before we
mew " where “we were, he informed us we were
mstalled ‘Rotarians and ‘with a pat:on our backs
gave ‘usa’ frlendly ‘push off on our Rotary career".
Frankly: 1 ''dip ‘my lid' to" Jim. Rotary will- never
have a finer, a more: tireless, a more. persuaswe
mlssmnary"

In the seventles THE ROTARIAN publlshed a series
of -articles entitled 'First Men of Rotary' of which
the last 'was ' on. James ~W. ‘Davidson, the Marco
"Polo -of -Rotary. The:article briefly 'describes. the
life and work. of :Jim Davidson ‘and his" great service
for' spreading” Rotary around the- ‘world. “The' article
concludes "thus: "Jim " Davidson made the twain meet
for Rotary ‘and “in “a-‘way that Kipling would have
approved. - He encountered strong 'men" from - the
other ends of " the earth face to face, and:in :so
doing, ‘helped* to dlmlmsh the dlfferences of border,
breed and blrth ' SUETLD e et i

I .came "'to know of ~Jim- Dav1dson and hls great
services 'to “Rotary  while doing research .for my
book THE STORY' OF ROTARY IN INDIA.  With
the knowledge that he was a member of the Rotary
club of Calgary, [ wrote ‘to the President of::th:
club for more mformatlon on’ Jlm Dav1 son...-

T

‘of that club ‘who was

I ‘also ‘came to know that Lillian Davidson -published
a series of travel articles in° THE ROTARIAN des-
cribing the experiences in various countries they
visited ‘and the problems encountered by Jim in
establishing Rotary in these countries. The articles
were’ later compiled into a book under the title
MAKING NEW FRIENDS. At my request Marjory
made xerox copies of portions relating to India
and forwarded to me. 1 utilised ‘the information
in writing the story of Rotary ‘in India.' I was also
informed -that Lillian was “living ‘with her daughter
Mar]ory Abramson at. Delta near Vancouver.

After attendmg the Rotary Internatlonal ‘Convention
in* Houston, Texas in. 1972, where my book was
released by the then R. 1. President Elect Roy
D. Hickman- T made“a ‘trip to Delta ‘to meet: Lillian

.,and ‘Marjory. . Accompanied” by my wife: Mary, I

visited’ them “and+'spent a- very dellghtful evening

v.remmlscmg ‘over' the Dav1dson ]ourneys for ‘Rotary

extension. - Lillian, 92, was/tthen in"‘a bed—rldden
condition following™ an auto ‘accident but her memory
was. sharp. 1 presented ‘her with' ‘a copy -of ‘my book
and 'she ' read “with irterest ‘the reference to Jim
and hersélf in ‘the book. She' also’ posed for a photo-
graph w1th me' and my w1fe. E

From Delta I went to Calgary and attended a: meet-
ing of the Rotary club of Calgary in August 1972.
That -being  the timeof the Stampede Festival a
large ‘nurber of ‘visiting Rotarians “from USA and

‘Canada ‘were “present at the meeting. With' the

permlss1on of  president George Russell 'Harrison,
I ‘addressedthe club for'a few minutes ‘mentioning
that- 1 came to ‘Calgary -on -a holy pilgrimage - to
: - of ¥ f‘gratltude of Indian. Rotarians
o - a ' distinguished - ‘member
esponsible for 'early  Rotary
y ‘"launching the Rotary clubs
d" Madras. I'added that the seeds

and to offer ' homage

extension “in India,
of Bombay, Delhi

‘planted by Jim- Davidsonhave grown up well- and

b’l“ssomed forth and that Rotary in: India has become
a great force for good ' -*'was glven a standmg




ovation by - the audlence and- president George, very.
much - moved by my remarks on Jim  Davidson; |
thanked ‘me. and said "hats off to you" and presented
me with his cow boy hat. 1 still cherish that great
moment. --Many: senior Rotarians, who knew - Jim’
~Davidson, personally, came to me and congratulated
" me for my address. ‘ :

In 1983 durmg my stay in USA" with my chlldren
in . Wisconsin,:- U.S.A., I- was aware that -Toronto
was. getting ready for hosting the R.I. Convention.
On  being convmced “that: the services rendered
by Jim Dav1dson to Rotary had not received ade-
quate. . recognition I~ suggested that  Toronto Con-
vention :was -the :right occasion to. ‘accord that: re-
coghition. . My suggestion was followed up by . two
distinguished Canadian Rotarlans '~ Aubrey . Oldham

of Bracebrldge and Robble ‘Robinson ‘of White:Rock -

to -the Convention Chairman, Tibor ‘P. Gregor::and
with- the approval -of ~R.l.. President ‘Hiroji. Mukasa,
the’ Spec1al Recogmtlon of James. W.. Davidson was .
included “in  the Convention agenda. It was my. pri-
vilege: to attend -the ' Convention -and witness the
presentation - by R.l. President leop of a. spec1al
plaque of -appreciation to Marjory- Abramson,. daugh-
ter of Jim Davidson, acknowledgmg the ‘great : ser-
vices rendered - by Jim to Rotary in a very solemn
ceremony. f L B

I was in regular correspondence w1th Mar]ory.
When 1- took up the work ‘of updating..my “book on
Rotary in India I contacted her -again. She kmdly
offered to place at my dlsposal all - the letters,
reports, ‘press: cuttlngs, and - the . Davidson- diaries

coverlng their journey for - Rotary. 1 went, over. to
Delta - in: January 1987 and. spent one- week delv g

245
aled in the

records “and the - letters .of - tributes influenced me
profoundly and inspired me to  try and tell the
story - of ‘the life "and work of Jim Davidson for
the benefit’of the many Rotarians who may  not
be aware of “his valuable contributions to. Rotary
and for ‘permanent record. I also hope that Jim's
dedicationto the ‘cause of . Rotary will prov1de,
1nsp1rat10n for Rotarlans all over the World :

In this book I would like to cover «the llfel»of. Jim
Davidson™ from his schooling in = Austin, Minnesota
and in a military school near Chicago; -his~ stint
with Major James Pond in New York, his North
Pole expedition with Admiral Peary, his years
in Formosa, his consular post which he resigned
to marry Lillian, his efforts to carry Rotary -to
Australia and New Zealand in the company of
Col. Layton Ralston, his endeavouts-as Hony. Gen-
eral - Commissioner. ‘for Rotary Extension' -in the
Near and Far East, his glorious return to Canada
and his report to the Board of Directors of Rotary
International, his death and funeral. Selected ex-
tracts of condolence ‘messages received by Mrs.
Davidson. from Rotary leaders and Rotary clubs
around ‘the world are included. I also refer to and
review the book MAKING NEW FRIENDS. Lillian's
address at the Seattle Convention in 1932 TRAILING
ALONG THROUGH ASIA is reproduced in full.
A brief account of the Davidson Memorial service
at the Detroit Convention in 1934 and the Special

‘Recogmtlon of Jim Davidson at Toronto Convention

in 1983 are also featured. The book also contains
the - impressions .of daughter, Marjory Abramson,
of her father. : — o

7

Acknowledgementsé: I am  deeply grateful to Mrs.

‘Marjory Abramson  for placing at my disposal the

entire range -of materials covering Jim Davidson's
travels for the promotion of Rotary, preserved in
good condition by her, and helpmg me to sort them
out-and for taking copies of various letters, reports,
press - clippings- and . other relevant records. I have
liberally: drawn from - these source materials for
writing this story of Jim Davidson. I am also thank-



ful to Mar]ory for: gwmg her - own 1mpress1Qn of
her father :for inclusion. in. the. book. I discussed
this book project with - Phil Lindsey, General Secre-
tary;: -Rotary International, and Willmon, White,
Editor of THE..ROTARIAN' at Evanston and 1 am
much obliged::to them for all _encouragement and
for. -providing - additional information. - However  all
views. expressed .in this book, .except: for the ex-
cerpts which * have ‘been acknowledged, are my
‘own.-My: i thanks are. .also due ‘to Rajendra K Saboo,
Past. Ril Dlrector, Rotary Internatlonal for wr1t1ng
the forewo “the book. ; Lo

i Highlights of Early Llfe of
Jim Dawdson |

" _

.. The eventful life -of ' James W.: Davidson was
a saga .of epic dimensions. The careers of few men
have encompassed the scope of rugged . adventure
and solid accomplishment that was Jim Davidson's
lot. Compared to h1m Marco Polo was only a com-
muter. -

Jim was born on June 14, 1872 at Austin, a Southern
Minnesotan' town. :When he reached school age it
was: soon evident that he was not destined-to become
abrilliant :student. -With one exception, he indicated -
a--marked lack of ‘enthusiasm for “the -subjects on
the .curriculum. Indifferent to reading, -writing and
arithmetic, ‘he revelled .in: geography. -From. ‘the
earliest - -of: his . school ".days:: he was attracted by
the :lure of far-away places, never: to become satis-
fied until he hadvisited many -of .them. The horizon
of - his ‘aspirations was far. away, :across ~the lands
and ““across . the. seas.. Coast - line irregularities of
Asia . fascinated him. Life.at:a military - school
near Chlcago only honed hlS restlessness.

When only 18 years of age, he orgamsed a theatre
circuit ~of . which Austin Opera: ‘House, then known
as:the; Davidson- Opera . House, was -a unit. Success-

ful- management. of several opera  bookings 'in the .

Twin: Cities: attracted the attention ‘of  his uncle;
Ma)or James':;Pond, .a New -York-impressario, and
he . wired Jlm“ . go rover. to:New.:York to:.discuss
an: opening. Se orgamsanon. -Jim *went. : Major
Pond manage_d: the:« tours: -of. famous: people and.
young - Jim - became:; acquamted with - many. .world

-figures. 1ncluding Adm ral :.Peary.: Admiral :Peary
‘who liked the way that:

Dav1dson ‘handled. the -details
of his- tour,; selected h1m as-a member of his 1894
polar - expedition: among. more- than 1500 apphcants.-
The. dream of far-away places was being transformed:
reahty.:So it came. ‘to. pass that. the man who.




later was,:
months on' Greenland's icy mountains. A bothersome
foot, once frozen, often.reminded him of a memor-
able 1300 mile dogteam march over the great
Ice Cap. After the expedition the relief ship brought
news of the Chinese-Japanese war. Jim got friendly
with -a. Brooklyn news paper -publisher on board.
A few -months-later James W. Davidson was a cor-
respondent for the New ‘York Herald in Japan.

Jlm ‘was. decorated w1th the Order of the Rlsmg

Sun by the Emperor of Japan, in recognition . of’

the daring deed Jim and two other men undertook
to.save a Formesan community from mass . murder
by a- maraudmg;army of defeated: Chinese. ‘After
the .Japanese:‘and ‘Chinese . made peace in 1905,
Davidson -continued -in ‘Formosa .. for:i" nine years,
" doing correspondents ‘work-'and - learning ‘Japanese,
wr1t1ng a ‘book: "Formosa, ‘Past and Present" which
is: still: considered.-a. standard’ ‘reference book: and
finally = joining " the -‘American - Foreign ~'Service.: The
name of - James ‘Wi
prominently in~-the -affairs of the Orient. He was
later appointed ‘Consul General' of Shanghai where
he won’ praise ‘from: Presidents . Mckinley -and :Theo-
dore: "‘Roosevelt, The latter commissioned -him  to
traverse the great:province of ‘Manchuria to’secure
data for the United States government. Then the
government - loaned his - services- to Russia- for a
six; months  survey: of:-the Trans-Siberian -Railway.
‘He -then suddenly - resigned from .the: consulat: ser-
vice. ‘The reason “was* his:“meeting ' with  attractive
- Lillian Dow of San:Fransisco whom he: met in Kobe,
Japan.They were married and, in*1907; the couple
returned -to ‘North *America and ‘established residence
ins.Calgary, Canada. -Western : Canada was'’ boommg

ember, though
“s0* many ‘méetings

-

(o4 to11 on: Ind1a s...coral strand, spent 18

Davidson  figured from then

and to ‘lt went the ex-theatre magnate, ex-explorer, '

“operation,

~ that he almost ‘lost his membership The .transforma-

tion from an attitude. of indifference to Rotary
International's  ambassador extraordinary must
have resulted from a vision - an inspired revelation
of . the .great possibilities of - this .organisation to
serve.,as - a catalyst for the bringing about of co-
understanding and 'respect among. the
diverse peoples of the earth. It was to this man
that Rotary turned in 1921 for a companion to
Col. Layton Ralston. of Haln‘.ax, Nova Scotia, . for
organisation work in Australia -and. New-.Zealand..
The two men carried' the story of- Rotary to Down
Under. Jim became. club president; district: _governor
and in 1926 was: elected Director. and Vice President
of Rotary . Internatlonal., In 1928, Rotary -asked.
him  to undertake the task of strengthemng the
slender chain’ .of clubs that stretched between Europe;
and Japan. o

JLm and Layton orgamsed clubs at Melbourne,.
Sydney, ‘Wellington “and ..Auckland, . Together these.
two . men planted. the seed . -of Rotary ‘in.Australasia
so well that.. today there are -about 1300 clubs and
52000 members in:.the two. countrles. Jim and Layton
interviewed - over. 150 leadmg men - in. these. two
countries.. ‘All .interviews. were by previous ‘appoint-
ment ~when possible, but not one was concluded
under an hour while many of them lasted three
or: four hours. Only four. men. .out:, of . the one hundred:

,'1'cult1es were
had strange

551e of hlS beer.v_
alston was a: total
,,or» 1ntox1cants were,




brewing “‘interests-in . A'uStraha, Jim' had - on “occa-
sions- found it-necessary to accept liquid hospltahty
when he  ‘would ‘much sooner have preferred to
pass Atup.Inslater years ~Jim, in" his humorous
mannéer-and ‘with a twinkle in his eye, used to quote
that as ‘an example of hardshlp he had to suffer
for Rotary. PRI :

* on Jlm s death ‘is ample ev1dence.
}hef" wonderful tnp "Ventura"‘

: - I"'had started ‘off hght heartedly for a tnp
and more 1nc1dentally tell our friends 'Down’ Under"
about 'Rotary, but he was going to carry to them
somethmg new and+* fme, and he was" going “to see
that they underst‘ »d’ ‘what it “'was - ‘and valled
it - and’lived ‘it' “'as he did. “There -was no' "take

.

it ‘or- leave it in- the ‘approach he planned. It 'was /

"take it': keep ‘it *L use it" ‘and 'l learnéd more
of " Rotary in" those three weeks with" him- on ‘the
boat“than’ - in my whole elght years' ‘ membershlp
prev1ously". Co :

In" 1928 when Rotary lnternatlonal was ‘i d1re"need
of some one“'to undertake the task ‘of  organising
_Rotary clubs across the continent of ‘Asia from
Europe”to Japan, R.I.v‘ turned “to Jim- Dav1dson.

1ncorr1g1ble youth and go-getter. And it took the
whole ' reportoire to succeed. Indeed, I- believe: he
succeeded where no one else- could have'". “The
journey took 32 months and during ‘that time Jim
interviewed over 2000 individuals personally, “inter-’
viewed them in lands where Rotary was not known,
but once again he was able to report that practically
every interview was successful. His journies in
Asia “alone covered 12000 miles. By the time his

“task” ‘was accomphshed hlS health was fa111ng se-

rlously. 8

22

Accordmg to JLm, Rotary s- great strength is- that
it ‘has ‘something” else: to keep it going; to maintain
an interest aside from its main objective. There
is "some" thing - the breaking of bread together,
the 'possible contact = with Rotarians : of * different |
nationalities, the addresses, the ‘appeal to service -
that seems to keep-a Rotary club going" and in-
variably make it a success.

‘One c¢an see’ the reason for: his: doggedness in seeing

his ‘job through’ in" this excerpt “from" ‘his - letter:
"One " wonders- if the “Western world realises the
importance of “the Middle Asid’ countries with their
500 ‘million people, who are yearly ‘becoming more
articulate ‘and who, if once 'united in’ antagomsm
to thé white’ man, would - possess power for harm
to'him : which would -be’ most serious.'I sincerely
believe that“hére ‘isa most important " field: for
Rotary SEervice. .. It seems to me a duty 1ncumbant
on me to ‘carry on" : : :

J1m had wo three dlﬁerent hobb es, hls plpe
organ; h1s*’:boat ‘the: YAtta Girl" and travellmg circus.
With- Jim- circuses’ ‘were ‘a pas: s
early childhood to. his death;’ ‘He Tever missed ‘a
single one that. came his wvay. - He was known to
and loved by all irclis' folk. He would stay with -
he performers ‘and on occasions

take part m therl parade w1th them. He remamedd

' 1L
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were recognised. and:: reciprocated is evident by
a..most -unusual - 1nc1dent ‘that took place a ‘year
or' so -after Jim passed away. One of Amerlca S
largest- three 'ring. circuses was playing in Vancouver
and. .one lovely summer's morning a large percentage

of -the: circus; personnel made their way to the Ocean.

View .Cemetry.:and -there on the steps of the Abbey
where Jim's remains liey held a solemn.and beautiful
‘memorial .service. .Soft sacred music was played
by the circus band as a short service was reverently
conducted. Mldgets, freaks and acrobats, lion-tamers
and clowns were all there, and with heads bowed,
paused. for . a .-few. - ‘brief -moments to pay respect
to. the :,memory of a man they knew and, reSpected.

Jlms boat, ,"the Att aird! '-h’; kept -on- Kootenay
Lakes; and:ithose ‘who »were. pr1v11eged to be guests
of. the Davidson ere indeed- fortunate., .Jim . was
a- perfect hest “and he. took dehght in enterta1 ",r,}'a:g
people. : e

Jlm ‘was passmnately fond of music- and was the
proud owner.-of a -very.fine: pipe: organ. It was in-
stalled. in his music room. Jim could play ‘the instru-
ment himself, -quite. well, but he also had-a 11brary
of perforated rolls. commonly used on player pianos.
Jim’s.. organ - .was.- equipped to play these -and -he
would 'sit at the console, -put.on  his favourite : rolls
or.. more. hkely his guest's. favourite rolls. and then
mampulate the stops to his heart's content.;,

Reflectmg “over hlS 11fe Jlm Dav1dson sa1d that
the. most - interesting chapter of his varied life
with . -Admiral. . Peary,

the ‘most - trymg “with '\

the impression of his dynamic personality on the
minds and hearts of many- people through out the
world. He was loved and respected by both the
great and the lowly wherever his influence pene-
trated.

/
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Carrymg Rotary to Australasna

, The 1dea of extendlng Rotary to Australia
and. . New - Zealand has been growing and  shaping
itself for some years in the minds of those who
have, concerned themselves with the growth of
Rotary outsi e.' North America. There had been much
correspondence  with prospective Rotarians in Austra-
lia but not until the year 1921 was a definite plan
of organlsatlon worked out with the idea that the
Canadian Rotary clubs should play .a large part
in this extension. work. The plan was submitted
_to the Canadian Adv1sory Committee which with
whole-hearted.. enthusiasm promlsed the support
of the Canadian Rotary clubs, agreed to nominate
two ‘commissioners and share in the financial burden
of the undertaking. Thlngs began to move rapidly

~from 'thlS point.

'On March 1, 1921 Col. Layton Ralston, Premdent
“of Halifax Rotary club and James W.. Dav1dson,
Past President of Calgary Rotary club, armed with
credentials from the Board of Directors of - Rotary

,Internatlonal as Commissioners to Australla and -
New Zealand, commenced their long trip on this

important = assignment, leaving San Franc1sco -on
the steamer "Ventura'.

' Layton and Jlm met in San Franc1sco for the first
time, Jim wrote appreciatively about his co-worker
n ‘the ROTARIAN November/1921 as follows: "The
L exXp! en‘e.‘ of - four months of close assoc1at10n with
- him: proved, a great privilege and will always remam/
a m ghty - pleasant -memory. He worked- alone -
- Welllngton, practlcally SO in. Sydney,rand the success
’ is efforts".

effectlve., For. although Rotary was. well known in
America -and England there was hardly -any -know-
ledge of Rotary activities among people living in
that remote part of the world. This experience made
them appreciate the dlfflcultles which - any one fa-
therlng an unknown movement in-a- virgin territory
is . likely - to .encounter and realise that their task
would not be -an.- easy. one. Australia  then  was a

“land iplentifully supplled with clubs and organlsatlons ’

of . many kinds - a. country where out door life is
apprec1ated to- . ‘the fullest extent. Further more,
to follow, the Rotary principle the members should
be leaders in. their business or: profession, meant,
in- cities nearlng the - million . mark such as Sydney
and Melbourne, getting in touch:with leading business
and professional men, well known  throughout the
country. Such .. men -are. invariably. approached to.
join this or that or to assist this. or that: movement. -
They-. wondered ‘what receptlon would - two . strangers
from across.the  sea. receive -in the- large cities-in
thelr,_: endeavours to foist ,r;entlrely new: move—

lia .is 'a great. contlnent of about the size of the
United. States and- equal: to ‘about; three-fourths the
area of .all Europe. From. San Franc1sco they tra-

~ velled about 7000 miles. of Pac1flc g reachlng

Sydney in: 21 days.,

Australla 1s unlque w1th 1ts natlve vegetatlon qulte
rorn . that- of other lands, its .fauna .cer-
..quite. unllke
ays distant. by
wealth comes

‘ d ln thls compara—
tralia's - five-,and
tle development,
.great and varied
urces with large exports .of wool, mutton, beef
, vdalry products,' mlnerals, ‘,heat, flour .. and -
‘ m:s -.and .- Layton's . plan was . to organlse;
in.. Sydney .and Melbourne and from these

l
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centres. the . movément  could “be - extended, there
appearing to-be:some twenty cities in which Rotary
could flourish. vl TR o
They ‘arrived ' in"‘Sydney on March 22, oneof  the
world's ' greatest: commercial - ports’ and- the metro-
polis “of “*Australia.” The Easter. holiday season was
As: it was ‘scarcely--an' opportune time they
ided to proceed to Melbourne ~and ‘institute
" “the 'first: club there. Splendid letters of -encourage-
‘ ment reached them at Sydney from 'many British
- clubs+ which .were ‘helpful - in their - efforts. Before

going ‘to. ‘Melbourne ‘they spent two days in a“hasty

survey of Sydney's outstanding attractions: Sydney's
“wonderful ‘harbour and zoo: - i T SR
Melbourne was the. temporary capital of Australia
and was substantially ‘built ‘with plenty of fine
buildings. It had-many well kept''parks with luxuriant
flowers and trees. Somepublicity-in the local press
relative  to theif* mission brought severalenquiries
‘and they possessed a number of létters of introduc-
tion. ' They- first madecareful enquiries regarding
the standing ‘of various prospects;:for a false 'step
at ‘the :inception would have been disastrous in

- later interesting: ‘the:-'right< type of ‘members. The

- first ‘calls"‘were ‘made? on' Sir John Monash, Gorn-
mander-in-chief = of ' the . Australian ' forces “during
the War, Frank Tate, State Director of Education
and - Prof. Osborne ‘of Melboutne" University. They

~also had-calls from' E.R. ‘Peacock and Sydney Stott,
both™ of - whom*"were familiar with’ Rotary and ‘re-

‘ceived’‘an' encouraging note from E. Fred ‘Ryall

also had - heard of the movement. - ‘Ancther

person’ on whom*they called was:J.A. Boyd, p

of —the. fCham?be'r - of " Commerce;  who" ‘o
ssistance. Meanwhile “DiH.  Ross;  Cans

S d

H.W. Oshorne,

Sir Robert Gibson, Harold Clapp and Ernest O'Sulli-
van. Those present had already heard the story
of Rotary but the luncheon provided the opportunity
of further developing the idea and the Melbourne
gentlemen to individually express their interest.
The success of Rotary in Australia seemed assured.
Meahwhile they received a cable from Ches Perry

 to see Mr. Harold Clapp, Chairman, State Board .

of Railway Commissioners, who during his - stay
in Columbus, Ohio, was a member of the club there.
He introduced to them Sir Robert Gibson, Coal
Controller, who later arranged for them to meet

“six leading manufacturers representing different

lines. - The Melbourne organisation luncheon -was

. held on April 21 at Scott's Hotel in which 32 charter

members, all of whom had been individually solicited
participated in this, the first Rotary meeting to

“be held in Australia. They were all outstanding

men ‘in. the big city in their business or profession
and covered a wide range of classifications. Layton
and Jim adopted the policy from start of placing
before each gentleman ‘the obligation in- Rotary

~in ‘detail and' these  responsibilities appealed to

these gentlemen “in - ‘Australia and New Zealand .
strongly. The preliminary. and permanent organisation
meetings were combined. Professor Osborne, Presi-

dent of the Professional Board of - Melbourne Univer-

sity, because of his undoubted qualities of mind
and heart and his great interest .in Rotary was
elected “the first president and Harold . Clapp-accep-
ted the office of Vice President. Fred Ryall was
named treasurer . and- Walter A. Drummond was
appointed secretary at a later date. Walter was
among the first Australians to enquire of ‘Rotary
Internatioanl regarding the possibility of. organising
Rotary in his homeland. B ' E

A few days later Layton went on to Sydney to
commence operation there and Jim. Davidson went
to the hospitals Jim was able to brief the club
about the duties. of 'various committees, the proce-
‘dure to be followed -in the election of members

‘and ‘other details. It also gave him an opportunity
~of -.developing a close friendship - with - Dr. - Julian

A
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Smith, his Physician. The doctor refused to take
any payment for his service.

Layton carried strong letters from Melbourne ‘Ro-
tarians to good prospects in Sydney and thus the
work ‘there was much facilitated. Sir Henry Braddon,
Sir- T. Edgeworth David, Claude Reading, Frederick
G. -Sargood, William Vicars and Major A.J. Arnot
all attended at Layton's invitation, a luncheon
on ‘May 5th. The -inaugural luncheon was rheld on
May 16th at which 33 charter members were’ pre-
sent. Sir Henry was elected president, Prof. Arthur

"E. Mills, vice: president and B.R. Gelling, hony.

secretary. The Melbourne Rotary ‘club had  sent
three of - their members to represent it and Ritn.

Regiriald J. Coombes of Calcutta, India was: also

present. - :

Layton then went on to Wellington, New Zealand,
arriving there on May 23rd. Jim stayed on in Sydney
to assist the new officers in getting the. .club under
way. He again spent “some time in the hospital

and proceeded to .Auckland. As their ‘time ‘was
limited they decided to work separately in these

two, the largest New -Zealand cities. These were
the logical points from 'which Rotary would “later
~spread. . ;

There is a common misconception that Australia ~
and New Zealand closely resemble each other in

appearance and that the people would be identical
in speech and customs. In reality one’ would  be
‘struck by -the great difference in the scenery and
topography. The people ' generally use an accent

and ~pronounciation . quite different. New Zealand

is. an independent dominion with no governmental
-affiliation with Australia, in any respect. The two
countries are 1200 miles apart. . Cs V

New 'Zéélar}d * consists of ‘the Nprther‘n' ISlaﬁd~‘ and
the South Island both volcanic in.-formation, and

a small one still further-south called Stewart. Island. .

The “plains and downs of New -Zealand are extremely

rich. The outstanting natural feature of South Island

is the mountain range known as Southern Alps
above which dozens of peaks stand out prominently
including Mouni Cook, reaching a height of 12349 ft.
Dairying sheep and stock raising and fruit growing
are among the important industiries. Wellington,
situated at the South end.of North Island is the
capital city and an important shipping port.

In both the cities Layton and Jim Davidson followed
the same procedure of organisation as in Australia. .
Layton made his first calls in Wellington with such

success that ,on May 27th, less than a week after
his arrival, he was able to bring together at a

preliminary luncheon the following group of represen-
- tative citizens: James H.B. Contes, D:.H. Ewen,

A.F. Harper, J.B. Mac Ewan, ‘W.H. Morton, Alex F.

“Roberts, C.C. Odlin and W.D. Stewart. Charles

C. Odlin who had been entertained by the Rotary
clubs of Vancouver and Seattle spoke to his fellows
convincingly of his impressions of Rotary. An organi-
sing committee was formed. The inaugural luncheon
was held at the YMCA building on- 7th. June and

‘33 charter members were present. Alex F. Roberts

was selected-as President, Charles C. Odlin secre-
tary and Ernest W. Hunt treasurer.- A native Maori,
obtained by the club, presented Layton with: a
'mere' (native weapon).in commemoration of Rotary
in New Zealand. T : DR

~Auck'la,ndw is in: trhe.'No,rthern part of New Zealand

and is the largest city in New Zealand. It is-an
important - shipping-" and. distribution . centre and
is* picturesquely -located. Jim reached Auckland

~ on May  30th.. A cable from Ches Perry intimated

that- George Fowlds;, a late minister of education, -

- would be interested in. organising a club:in Auckland.

He ‘was a highly respected. member - of the community

‘and was familiar' with~Rotary clubs in USA. He
‘had obtained - literature : from - International - head-

quarters, was most. enthusiatic and ‘at -an. informal
meeting had discussed "Rotary with. a number of
friends. Charles Rhodes, an outstanding business
man -also rendered invaluable  aid. Others who at-

tended a preliminary - organising committee were:

19 -




. Prof. SegarR.A.  Laidlow, “H.T: Merritt and W.B.
Leyland. After two . enthusiastic meetings with
this committee, to. save  time; an invitation was
issued in the names of the committee to 48 leading
business and professional men who had been selected
as most desirable representatives of their respective
vocations, and :their names.  were all mentioned

in the notice of invitation so that each might know °

the ' class " of ‘men - who were -asked to partcipate.
In'* the “meantim€ . Jim had - personal - conferences,
as many-as time -would allow, with prospects" given
in- the list- so ‘that. on June 2nd  when the luncheon

was held “20.7of:: the 42 who attended had already

accepted the  Rotary-idea. Jim spoke during the
luncheon . explaining the ideals’ and purposes 'of
Rotary and -answered ‘questions. - At  the ' close -of
the luncheon- 40 of the 42 present announced ‘their
desire to become' members. Finally ‘at the inaugural

luncheon ‘on"-June 13 there were fifty charter' mem- .

bers." George Fowlds was selected ‘President, -Charles

Rhodes, Vice President, Harry' T. Merritt secretary .

and V.J. Larner treasurer.

In considering the appeal which Rotary made, the
outstanding feature that they most frequently re-
ferred to:was the advantages of international mem-
bership. - They: all appreciated and: were glad  of
the power of Rotary to promote friendly relations
between all parts of the English speaking world.
On June- 15th they: sailed for home, arriving July
- 4th ~in - Vancouver. ‘Layton and 'Davidson went "to

‘Australia,  ‘naturally strong - advocates of Rotary.

‘They returned  quite inspired by what they: had
learnt  thereof its true worth. Rotary was :never
subjected to a greater test. With no previous 'know=
. .ledge’'of the movement, with no- pressure ‘from

friends - already members, -as occurs in countries

where. "Rotary is . established - therefore with no
special - desire to give it welcome, ~Rotary was
‘presented:»to::150 leading men: in. the two countries
‘and notifeund wanting. . o o

iv Rotary E)‘(tensionj,_v
The Middle East

L

. On  August 23, 1928 the Duchess of Athol
sailed from Montreal.. On board were James W.
Davidson, his wife, Lillian Dow Davidson and their
daughter, Marjory. Hony. General = Commissioner
of 'Rojcaryv, International, Jim 'Davidsoh, and his
fam}ly were starting on mission for Rotary extension
lasting for nearly  three. years, a journey ‘that was
to remake the map of Rotary. i s i

TURKEY: Constantinople, now . Officially ",iknoﬂWn

as' Istanbul, was their first objective and. it was

_reac_;hed by train from Paris. Turkey was being
transformed by the great reforms initiated.by Mus-
tapha Kemal. The dress of ‘the people changed.
The fez was. gone for, good. The old complicated
Arabic was replaced by the Roman alphabet.. The

- Turkish worfan, rushed out of the harem and the

»ivei_l,w‘as no longer seen. The -new  Turkish- woman,
intelligent and progressive, knew how to .dress

-smartly. They parade the streets, 8o -to the mouvies,

dance at, the cabarets and do ‘generally as ‘girls

. do :in ‘Western countries. anywhere. Jim's. first task

was to obtain official approval for ‘Rotary. An

" official permit was required and  without it no

defmlte _a,qva.r)ge' ccould be. made. He decided to
meet - the " Minister of the Interior; stationed . at
Angora,- the ‘new “capital. He went there with rriost

, imp‘ressiy;,e documents, includi_ng a . letter .of introduc-

tion ;frch: .the. Trukish embassy in Washington, state-
ments about ings, three - ‘
five or si .Qﬁﬁaﬁy,-of,‘».two kings, thtjee presidents,

OF SIx.. premiers, . a' .dozen - cabinet. ministers
and an appealing letter . from . a. former  Hungarian

‘minister of .finance. He presented them to .His

Excellency Shukri. = Kaya Bey, a- genial,  -cultured
gentleman speaking - English . fluently. He asked
many. questions which Jim answered to his satisfica-
tion.” He ‘then went over. Jim's list of a dozen Turks,

~ marking the ones. he recommended to help with

21



the movement, ..

He spoke in ‘a friendly way and assured him that
he would assist in any manner to bring Rotat_‘y
to Turkey. Jim went back to Istanbul and for six
weeks worked hard making calls and holding meet-
ings. In his heart he knew that Rotary would be
an ideal medium for bringing about the much negded
contact with the outside world, that Turkey might
be- better understood. Jim succeeded in interesting
a- group of * Turkish gentlemen, had many: pleasant
‘meetings with them but could” not go ahead with
the actual organisation -as the necessary government
permit had not ‘come and secondly as Turks do
not like to rush things through. With the knowledge

that many countries were on his itinerary he had

to ‘move. However he made some splendid friendships

while in Constantinople including Sherif Bey, Prefect.

of 'Police. He finally but reluctantly »fel.t"obl‘ige’d
to 'say farewell to his new Turkish ‘friends but

promised to return to finish the organisation work

~ if the permit was soon granted.

The "Turks felt that they have been treated badly
by “many western nations and by many western
people in the past who wearing the mask gf friend-
ship But ever intent on exploiting them .in one
way or -another. Jim went with the belief that
he made Rotary ‘well “known among the people,
that it is being favourably talked about by  the
people ‘and the press’and that he has laid a good
foundation for future efforts. o '

" ATHENS: Their next stop ‘was Athens. On arrival
in the city, Jim, as a Rotary -startipg" point, .cal_:lkg_e‘d
" upon both ‘the British . and American ~Ministers.
Hé “was® concentrating mainly on the natives  so
that' the new' club when formed will" have greater

influence. ‘The first call was on ‘Venizelos, at that

time' the Prime Minister of Greece. He was most

friendly and - he -expressed "his interest m Rotary.’
He went over ‘the ‘list ‘of nhames and was satisfied

that the’ list contained ‘both ‘Royalists and Venize-

lists. The Royalists were® composed of capable

2

aristocrats, members of the - very best families
of Greece and have a strong following.

The Venizelists, some times referred to as Re-
publicans, are made up largely of professional
and business . -men, but many of them came from
some of - the outstanding: Greecian families ‘and
as 'a - political' party -dominated the situation. Jim
formed a committee of seven Greek -gentlemen
to help him 'with - the ‘organisation. At  the first
luncheon 32 were present. Jim felt proud of Rotary
at ‘the first committee meeting as two men - Petro- -
‘cochino * and “Dragoumis - hostile ‘to each other
and who have not spoken for many years .got to-
gether, smiled and shook hands and talked in a
friendly way. In addition to the hostility between
‘the Royalists and the - Venizelists -there was the
financial situation. The siesta habit ‘'was mentioned
as one of the obstacles to a  Rotary luncheon. Nearly
everyone is accustomed to lunch at home followed
by an afternoon nap. The stores were closedand
the city was asleep until- 3 P.M. and ‘many gave
‘this as predicting failure. However the organisation
meeting was held on December 14, 1928 -with Spiro
Loverdo, who " was a rare combination of culture
and business acumen and President. of . the Banque
Populaire, one of Athen's leading financial institu-
tions, ~as president. Greece ‘after thirteen years
of almost . continuous warfare was faced with a
serious problem of one million five hundred- thousand
Greek refugees, -or one-fourth of her total popula-

‘tion" cast upon her shores. However -the Greek people

themselves came: valiantly to the rescue. =

EGYPTJ1mnd f.iarhily',» then proceeded to Egypt
by ship to ‘Alexandria’ and:from’ there ‘by train - to
Cairo. On arrival there Jim contacted Mr. Martin

and Mr. Todd who:had long been awaiting his arrival

and were ready. for the official organisation meeting.

‘Cairo is -an important point for Rotary being ‘the

logical centre for ‘Rotary in Egypt, Palestine, Syria

and ‘Iraq. For :several years it had been the hope
- of “Rotary.-International to see" Rotary: in :Cairo and
more than one attempt-was made for its formation.



ecause of the holiday season being on Jim had
dBief;i'culety in getting in touch’ with prospects. On
January 2, 1929 however; he was able to hold-.an
official organisation meeting with R. C»lat:ev Martin,
‘Manager -of Shell Oil Company as president and
W.R. Todd ‘of Thomas Cook and Son as Hony:Secre-
tary. ‘There were 22 charter members. Subsequently
fﬁé_club;g’rew steadily with 35 memt_>ers representing
14 different . nationalities. The Cairo club is es-
pecially :interesting for perhaps in no other in Rotary
- has. so international a membership. Jim cpn51dered
other- possible - prospects of Egypt for Rotary were
Alexandria, Port  Said, Tanta, Mansura, Assuit a‘nd
Assuan. . SN ;
JERUSALEM: It is a twelve. hour journey from

Cairo. to  Jerusalem by train against 2 1f2 hours
by -air.. As the passage by air was booked solid

for one full month ‘they went by train. Dr. E‘dwa.rrd,k
W‘icher, a -member of the Rotary club of San:An-

selmo; California, with whom Jim had previous
~correspondence was there and in six or seven ‘months
of his stay had done some fine spade. work pre-
paratory .to organising a Rotary club in Jerusalem.
After some ten days. of intensive work, Dr. Wicher

and -Jim  succeeded in:establishing . a club and hold "

the . organisation ~meeting “on - January 22.. There
were many - problems. . Business :and - professional
~ men were almost non-existant. While there was a
- considerable - British community the members of
it~ were’ nearly all confined ‘to government service.
Trade was in the hands of bazaar type of .Arab,
. Syrian or illiterate Jew, men not. at all suitable
for Rotary. The club was started with one. t°,,4t‘_”~9
Jews and - Arabs and some two  dozen influential
men with British officials predominating. FHR

Rotary s particularly suited to play a. helptul role
- where - there. are.  race -antagonisms. It shocks ' no

faith. for -all religions are equally welcome within’

its-portals. . There are no _secrets,’ no- v:mystg‘lf‘ious
rites, to raise doubts in the minds of non-Rotarians.
There’ -can. be no withholding of ‘official -approval

since ;‘Rotary stands for ' loyalty, law and order.

~motored - to:Beyro

\

It-excludes political controversy from. its proceedings
and: permits no propoganda except for the develop-
ment of good citizenship. Its great objective is
‘simplicity itself, understandable to all men - toler-
ance, appreciation and cooperation all compressed’
into one short word: good will. What a splendid
banner ‘to. emblazon to a suifering world, all but
torn asunder by racial, national, and religious -con-
troversy. - J.W.  Crowfoot, a British archeologist,
was - the first president and Vladimer Wolfson, - the

- first  secretary. The members felt it ‘necessary,

unfortunately, to have a vacation during the summer
months of great heat when most of the membership
is on leave. The Jerusalem club had an overrepresen-
tation. of . British, mostly in  government  service,
thus:violating the '10% principle  of - classification.
Jim  was- convinced that- the first priority - was ex- --

- temsion of Rotary throughout the world. He felt

that classification rules of Rotary are..important

- and . advisable where they can be carried out. If,

however, to obtain an entrance of Rotary into a
new country it .is necessary: to deviate . slightly

from. the rules in connection with the 10%  clause,
the deviation should be permitted.: However,. he
hesitated ‘to. do it in -Bagdad until a clear ruling
was. available from  the Board of - Rotary. Interna-
tional. Other: city prospects for Rotary. in-Palestine

were Jaffa; Haifa and Tel Aviv.. - -

© SYRIA: After the establishment. of the Rotary club

of ' Jerusalem Jim.and party left for ‘Damascus via
): by:“motor: car. A cold:rain
=h soon-turned : to - snow. -They. spent
at: the historical:town :of:<Nazerath -and
-the: next morning via ‘Tiberias,
. of Gallilee. In Syria; under French Man-
date,. the bulk - of ‘the population..was of Arabic
origin' and " Arabic ' was -the /prevailing language. -
Syria -is  essentially “an. agricultural - country.. Many
are -engaged in - cattle .and: sheep - breeding. The
French efforts in  modernising the cities,: intro-
ducing  law :and order, 'eStablishing ‘sanitary: condi-= .
tions, improvi‘ngq,eduCat‘ion‘aL»:facilities,, andproviding
medical facilities did ‘not meet with appreciation




by . natives. Much antagonism existed - among the
natives who wanted to get Syria rid of the French.
In a club .in Beyrout or Damascus the membership
must” be - largely French but it. may- be difficult
to. induce- the French to organise ~clubs in both
these cities. = - g ‘

‘While in- Paris, Jim met a French Rotarian, George
Schneeberger, -who had important business connec-
tions ‘in Syria. Jim's stay in Damascus. was short.
The FEuropean ‘population, being small -outside  of
" the ‘military, a club can-exist there only:with large
number -of -natives. :Jim . suggested = Schneeberger
should' be induced- to take the initiative. On~January
27th Jim and party left by a large six~ wheeler
motor ‘bus’ for continuous < drive’ from - Damascus
of 28 hours, night and day, across -the great North

Arabian desert, 530 miles ‘to Bagdad, and a short |

" cut to India.

'BAGDAD: In. Jim's files were letters from Bagdad

from an English automobile ‘distributor and an Eng-
lish - railway engineer. With the British' as masters
‘in' Iraq~with Bagdad, a city of 250,000 people and
~ the most important point over the large part- of
Asia - ‘extending ‘from. Palestine to India, Jim: decided
to make a survey. He found- that .there. were . some

forty or more suitable Europeans who could-comply .

with the classification rules and that there were
a ‘sufficient number -~ of’ ‘educated: Arabs ‘and other
natives. 'who could be added to make a club even-
tually of 50 .or:60 members.::He came. to ' the con-
clusion ‘that it would be ‘unwise” to organise :there
because - of the  lack. of permanency in:the: ‘British
" occupation ~and the difficulties -of ~transportation.
The: British who supervise Iraq by ‘mandate * had
already ‘anneunced ~their - intention to withdraw: in
1932 = 'their: “authority under the mandate.. Rotary

calls completed .they -had -one full . day to -spare be- - :

fore leaving:for, Basrahto take the boat' to India.
They decided .tospend. it ‘in-"a ‘motor. trip to the

the imminent: storm on:way. - i

Bible cities  of Kishand Babylon, unmindful of

v India and Ceylon

BOMBAY: On the sixth day of sea travel
from Presian Gulf, Jim and “party treached Bombay
anchoring - opposite "Gateway of India". Bombay
Is actually India in miniature. This great commercial
city, one of the largest cotton mill centres in the
world, like a gigantic magnet drew to-.itself an
amazing variety of human beings. There were clear
divisions in the city's population: Hindus, Moham-
medans, Parsees and British. Jim's arrival in Bombay
Was -at-..an unfortunate - time. The . Hindu-Muslim
riot was in full swing when they landed. A portion
of . the city was held-by soldiers. Mills were closed .
down, hundreds of - shops had their shutters down.
Business was almost at a stand still.

The Calcutta  Rotary club has been in existence
for nine. years without- being able to add to Rotary
in India. Jim also knew of three ‘futile efforts
to organise Rotary in - Bombay. As an objective,
Jim thought  of starting clubs in Bombay, Delhi
and M_adras"which, with Calcutta and Lahore already
in - existence, could- cover the east, west, north
and  south  and at the  capital. Educated’ Indians
familiar and interested in methods and mechanics

_of western: organisations were limited and . insuffi-
cient . to. enable: a ‘club - to be -formed exclusively

in- Ip{c.ﬁan Fcommunities. ~So:-he looked  to:the -cities
containing . Europeans for:-a requisite’ number ' of
classifications. He formed: a :provisional committee
of three well known men: Sir Leslie Hudson, Sir

‘Reginald Spence: and: Mr. E.G. Pearson. There was

a fl.miversa-lf.-'des:i’r‘fe ‘among :British.- members to bring
Indians intothe-club. @i e s RERS

The selection of ‘the ‘latter Wﬁésa;noi: an éasy ma;cte[.
Some ' they - wanted:in: were ~without classifications

and - others were away: from ‘the town.:'One Indian,

a prominient Parsee “and: member of ‘Indian: legisla-

- ture, Sir Phiroz Sethna, was brought: in."-It was
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feared there ~would be  considerable difficulty in
bringing together: Indians of = different religions
and castes whose customs in regard to food were
often at distinct variance. In reality, however,
the Western educated Indian who would be suitable

' for -Rotary membership is ‘generally prepared for

compromise.~ There ~were classification problems
aplenty. It--would "be only natural that a list made

“to cover vocations in Western country would - fail

to include many: classifications which exist in Middle

Asia. The -'system of managing ‘agency prevalent

in India, clubs many lines of business in a firm.
This " problem ' can-be overcome by alloting the most

prominent line. There was also’ the difficulty ‘of"
- ‘weekly - meetings during the ‘period of ‘great heat.

Temperatures of 116 to 120 Farenheit are  not
uncommon. Many go to hill stations' during.summer.
When Jim - mentioned  the 'weekly luncheon, the
prospect told that if he -joined he would'nt think
of attending during the hot spell. Others spoke
of the necessity of the club having a summer vaca-
tion. But Jim ‘did not worry about this ‘as:-he was
confident that -once they join and as their interest
develops their view .will change. He persisted in
his ' efforts:and on March 19, 1929, the club came

into existence with 38 of .the leading business and

‘professional - men - of “the city as charter ‘thembers.
Mr.:- C.N.  Moberly, Manager- of the “Bombay' Tram-
ways, accepted -the presidencys;: D.S.:Burn, Manager
of . India's . largest railways, vice ‘presidency  and
H.G. Sale, :Manager of the 'Henley :Company, ‘the
‘hony.. secretary. The members were heads  of great

firms in - the .city, men: known:: throughout" India .

and :possessing great influence.

¥

_:DELH'I':‘\ The .jdu_r,ney from Bombay to. Delhi by train

'was’ of * 24 ~hour . duration. Soon after: their arrival
in Bombay telegrams arrived :from: :the existing
clubs in:Calcutta and Lahore, breathing that hearty

v'gqqd-viell‘lowship that .is well ‘known' in-:Rotary. On

thé ' way : to.- Delhi’theyspenta* fascinating day in

© Agra. visiting: the Fort and the Taj Mahal. At Delhi

they received [an-‘invitation - for ' lunch*from 'the
Viceregal-ilodge.:Delhi::was short of :classifications.

Delhi being the capital, to leave it out of the list
of ‘Rotary clubs was not to -be -thought of. At Delhi
the commercial and professional community aside
from government officials, is very small. The trouble
with taking in government members ‘is ‘that they
move: upto Simla, the summer capital, at the close
of March and do not return to Delhi again until
‘November. However, Jim. had 28 signed: up and
the organisation meeting was 'held at Maiden's

.Hotel on April 6, 1929. R.T.H. Mackenzie, Manager

of - Burmah Shell Oil Co., was elected President. -

LAHORE: Jim found Lahore club, established in
Fepruary 1927, as a result of the work of I.F.
Mitchell who was Commissioner for India at that.
tme, functioning - splendidly. He was pleased to
find ‘there, so keen and enthusiastic ' Rotarians,
men second to none.in their knowledge of classifica-
tions and other club procedure.. The Lahore  clab
had done much useful work in the community and
had over fifty. members. He felt that Rotary could
not - possess -men with greater interest in ‘Rotary
than W.J. Campbell, president and D. May Arindell,
secretary at the time of his visit. During the motor
trip “to Simla they also. visited the interesting pink
city of Jaipur and Amber, the old and then deserted
capital of Rajputana, with its well preserved palaces
and great fort. They also enjoyed an elephant ride. -

Béfoife' 'going -to Calcutta they witnessed fhe fcevre-’
mony /o‘f enthronement of the 9 year-old :Maharajah
of -“Bharatpur.- Feeling the need of a respite .from

‘the "energy-sapped heat, they -utilised the week

end to visit the hill station of Darjeeling: - -

CALCUTTA: The president of Calcutta club, AF.M.

Abdul Ali‘,‘--vgagye“ ‘a garden :party im ' their honour.
The Rotary club “of Galcuttarawakened: in"Jim ‘both

pride and " amazement. - Coming ' into " existence in

1920, it was “the only ‘¢lub' between the. Erglish |
Channel' and the China Sea. Jim was the first Rotary -
International's - official  visitor. He ° found happy

-atmosphere and good fellowship prevailing between -

European and Indian members. The club also ‘had
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continuously in a temperature ranging betwe

and 108 FH. He decided to go fo gOoty.Weber? }cgg
way to Ooty they halted at Bangalore for two
day‘s-as guests of Major Gorden Loch, Acting British
Political  Agent. With a club established in each
of ‘the main geographical divisions of ‘India, Jim
felt further‘ extension should now be ‘carried out
by local Rotarians. The five clubs that exist firmly
established Rotary in India. ’ o - '

. rendered many :services to ‘the community. He - Work .in Madras was most: trying fbr,vjim,v workin
was glad to -find some thirty Indians among the e twe '
membership and. as, president -a man of culture
and courtesy. The Watson brothers of the Stateman,
well beloved by Calcutta Rotarians, gave generously
of their time and energy. Jim also mentioned "an
enthusiastic, exceedingly well informed Indian mem-
ber, Nitish. C. Laharry, who served the club faith- -
fully for many years in many capacities such as
secretary,  treasurer, editor of 'Chaka' the club's
exceptionally fine weekly. magazine, and on’various

exceptionally CEYLON: The organisation of a Rotary Club in

ttees". Colombo presented ~ no 'special - difficulties. There

on July 5th, at the Galle -Face Hotel the Rotary
~Club of Colombo came into existehce with 64 char-

-ter members. Col. T.Y. Wright, head of one of

the largest trading concerns and a most popular

man, became the first president and ‘A.G. Woosman
~a most capable secretary. : o

MADRAS:. Jim left Calcutta for. Madras by train
on April 23rd. Madras city located on the southeast
coast ' of India, is the third largest city of India
~and .capital of Madras presidency. Madras is the
birth. place of British -India. The. British -contact .
with India dates back to the 17th Century. In 1639,
a settlement was  established at Fort St. George.
The British adventurers, representatives of the
original East India. Company, led a heroic- existence,
surrounded by foes from within and without. They
fought Portuguese,. Dutch and French, had enemies
in England and were: in conflict with native -Moguls
and. Marathas. - : , .

. Two.days after his arrival, Jim had the. first com- -
- mittee meeting. The members constituted a most
influential groups C.E. Wood . of Parry and ' Co.,
H.E.P. Hearson. of Bombay Company, K. Ray of
‘Binny & Co., JW Macfarlane of South India Export
Co., and F.E.James of UPASI. The usual procedure
with -luncheon meetings for . the committee was
followed. The club organisation meeting was held
at dinner :at Connemara Hotel on May 10. Of the
30. charter: members, all except three, were present.
G.G. Armstrong, - Chairman. of the Port. Trust was .
. the - president. F.E. James, vice: president, W.H.
Luker of - Addison & Co., treasurer. .and:  Morton
Chance of Spencer & Co. hony. .secretary: The
club = was- distinctly high class, the equal of the’

- Bombay club:
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- vi South East ‘A}Sifa_ and Far East

. THAYETMYO: The Rotary - International -had
reports ~from  Calcutta that the: Thayetmyo Rotary
club has been in existence for some time. Mr.
W.L. Barretto, the president was eager to meet
Jim. Mr. Barretto was the Deputy British Com-
missioner and the ranking official in Thayetmyo.
Jim found there a cheery British social club, still
maintained meticulously .with a high regard for
its. constitution..and by-laws. But there were just
six members. They had no place to meet. It became
therefore -necessary - to purchase a building. They
‘had: a fair understanding of their Rotary obligations.
They were interested. to -carry out the aims and
objects of the movement and were convinced that

Rotary could be of much assistance to the com-

munity. On July 17, 1929 the inaugural dinner
was ‘held with 29 charter members. Barretto was

installed  president, Candict vice president, U.Ba

Thin, secretary.

MANDALAY: Jim's next objectives for Rotary
possibilities were Mandalay and Bhamo. On reaching

Mandalay he called on the British District Com-

missioner and discussed the subject of Rotary with
him.. He “attended a ‘meeting of the Chinese and
Burmans. But when they found that the club would
not help business they departed. After -a hasty

~inspection Jim could decide that Bhamo regardless
of its importance was a poor Rotary poss1b111t;fcy.

| RANGOON: They then returned to ‘Rangoon, . the
capital of Burmah and one of the great commercial -

centres of Asia. He called first on His 'E'x'cell’enc.y
Sir “Charles  Innes, the Governor, and. then at his
~ suggestion on Sir Benjamin Heald, the Chief Justice,

" both - of * whom expressed a willingness to assist.

But there were - disappointments. - After working
for a week he: thought seriously  of ‘packing up and

' departing. But as time passed interest began to

'On September’ 27, the " or
- held. H.E: Sir Williar _
‘Kong, “and "his highness  the ‘Sultan ‘of Selangor at-

build .up. On September 2, 1929 a large group met
at an organisation. meeting at the Grand Hotel
and Rotary became an ‘established fact. The club
had among its members the leaders of business
and profession, officials, engineers and scientists,
a true cross section of the community. C.F. ‘Grant,
Chairman of the development board was elected
president, J. Davidson, Accountant General, vice
president, W.E. Heath, hony. secretary and G.B. Hall
‘treasurer. The club charter was presented by H.E.
Sir Charles Innes, then Governor of Burmah at
a meeting with guests numbered over 200.

The Rangoon * Times, 'in an article - published on
February 6, 1930, dealt  in detail on the objects
of Rotary as they applied to the ‘Rangoon Rotary
Clube - SR

'MAL‘AYA: Bountifully supplied with-extensive water-

ways, Malaya has a very {fertile soil.  The main
products are’ tin ‘and rubber. Beautiful Kuala Lampur
is' the' capital ‘and the largest city “in ‘the FMS.

B Jim- looked' forward to his ‘arrival- in" FMS." Firstly

a‘ group of representative men in Kuala Lampur
had decided on forming an organisation free from
racial and religious barriers, on what would . tend

to unite several races. The history of the Rotary

movement in~ Malaya' should be linked with the
name. of -L.D.. Gammons of Kuala Lampur. He had

visited ‘'many Rotary clubs -and his father ‘was a
Rotarian ‘in. Portsmouth, England. Gammons was
convinced that a Rotary club could promote recial
harmony, ‘Steps were taken to provide a membership
evenly balanced  between Europeans ‘and Asiatics.
Rotary: literatiire ‘was obtained ‘and a’ provisional
club of 25 ‘members was formed and . the 'fact re-
ported ‘to Rotary Intethational. Jim' was' instructed .
to" complete the: organisation on ‘arrival in Malaya.
“‘organisation ‘meeting was
- Peel, Governor of Hong

tended. Sir Hugh * Clifford the High Commissioner

of FMS, had accepted honorary - membetship * in

the - club. Chu Kia Peng was elected president,
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A.F. -Richards,  vice president and L.D. Gammons,
hony. secretary. There was wide press coverage
in Kuala Lampur and Singapore.

SERAMBEN, IPOH AND:- KLANG: While working
in. Kuala Lampur Jim organised clubs in Ipoh and
Klang, clubs with O.E. Venables as president of
the former and Dr. W. Ansley-Young as president
of the latter. Rotarlans of Malaya were interested
in an alteratlon in the classification system along
unique. . lines. - Feeling that the mission of their
club was the development of frlendshlp ‘among
~various racial groups, they desired to take in mem-
bers, not alone on a basis of difference in vocation
but on .a difference in race .as well. Thus they
had as members a Chinese, Indian and a European
Barrister. Jim was sympathetic to this idea. Rotary
in addition to helping the Asiatic to an international
mind is able to do an equally important work among
" the Europeans in bu1ld1ng up their interests in other
rac1al ~groups. On "the: basis" of ‘conditions obtaining
in - Malaya, Jim. appealed to Rotary International
to broaden the rules and, procedures to cover racial
groups cla551f1catlon, summer vocation in hot coun-
tries -and max1mum llmlt of .50 charter members.

SINGAPORE meg to a most bitter edltorlal
attack. on Rotary in. the. leadmg news paper,- 'Straits
Times', by its edltor, Seabrldge,, Jim -had-.a most
dlfflcult task here. A former. Calcutta - Rotarian
who had been appomted Honorary Special Com-
missioner _of Rotary came to Singapore - to live.
- He was. ed1tor of one of the leading news papers
and from . all accounts made a- very. sincere - but

futlle effort to. start. a club there. There. were

two prev1ous efforts in the case . by  two Rotarlans

f_rom Great Britain. On.the top. of it Jim and family -

all - .came, down -with. illness ‘atonce,. Mrs. Dav1dson
W malarlal fever,

that ,he was unfa1r and 1naccurate_ 1.3;"

CLN

Mar]ory w1th .an.. lnfectlon

Singapore stands at the cross roads of .the worlds,
as evidenced by the huge array of ships from. the
ends of the earth which ride at anchor in the great
landlocked  harbour of = Singapore. The name Raffles
might almost be a: synonym for Singapore, so con-
stantly "was it heard ' there. Singapore is 27 miles
long by half as many miles wide. It is the Asian
half-way house between Europe and America,  the
gateway to the very extensive Dutch East Indies,
the turining point of the steamers to Australia.
Jim. who had the introduction letters to the Governor
presented .them to Mr. John “Scott, Colonial Secre-
tary, acting. Governor and found" him: most  kind
and considerate.  The next day.Jim and family were
invited to luncheon at the Govt. House. He formed
a little advisory committee consisting of R.J. Farrer,
president of “‘the municipality, Dr." A.L. Hoops, ..
principal - medical . officer, 'and. Harold - Fairburn,
Inspector “General -of Police. On June 6 at Raffles
Hotel the club was organised with 71 charter mem-
bers of which 62 attended the dinner. In obtaining
them Jim made 200 calls on ‘men in their -offices.

‘The club~represented the pick of officials, of busi-
ness  and professional men; including ‘11 of the
leading . Chinese. Roland Braddel, an outstanding
barrister, was elected president, Dato :S.Q.: Wong,
vice . president, - G.W.W. Ker, hony: secretary ‘and
J<A. Clarke, chartered accountant was the treasurer,
Rotary in Singapore and elsewhere in British Malaya
is. doing- ‘wonderful work'in cementing the. Oriental

~and Occidental races in a common cause, the wel-

fare of Malaya. e
MALACCA. On June 22 Jlm and party left Slnga-
pore by car. to- Malacca. The: organisation ‘meeting
was scheduled for 24th. The Malaya ‘driver was
proceedmg at.a reckless speed. regardless of frequent
warnings. -At.-about-:10:30. P.M.: just~ following a
long  run through' the - jungle “he ‘came- 'suddenly to
a right angle. turn:and:was: going:too- fast to accom-

,llsh it. The car ran -off  the:road,: smashed ~into

a metal telegraph. pole and turned turtle over a
mud hole with -all- the four underneath. Fortunately
it occurred in front of four or five ‘Malay houses
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and. instantly -people came  to the :rescue. Getting
another -car they proceeded to Malacca and were
admitted to the hospital. . The organisation meeting
"had. to be postponed from June 24 to July 8. On
July 8, Malacca Rotary club, with 60 charter mem-
bers; came into existence. They were British- and
Chinese. Mention may be made of Dr. A.E. Bell,
bank manager and. Loh Kim Swi, a prominent Chinese,
and E.G.:Martin.: B S TR RN

PENANG: Assisted by the British Resident Coun-

cillor; E.W.F. Gilman, who was a member of - the.

Kuala .Lampur Rotary Club, a ‘strong. group. of. 70
charter . members, ~representing = Chinese, = Malays
and Indians brought. Rotary into existence on August
20,1930, with. P.M: Robinson as its first president.
Rotary ..was  thus firmly - established in Malaya,
Singapore, Penang and: Malacca in the Straits Settle-
ments ‘and Kuala:Lampur, Ipoh, Seramban and Klang
in the Federated Malay States. - -~ .=~ =

" BALI:  During Christmas and New Year Jim and
family- took a holiday to spend a few days in Bali,
the jewel of the South Seas. Although the Dutch
possessed - the island: of: Bali ‘since 1908, they “have
remained: in.: the . background -and  Balinese ‘were
governing . themselves. . In. Bali father ' stays: home,
does the house:;work; feeds +and  minds: the - baby
and it is the mother who. goes:-out=inte the highways
and byways: (;ar’nyi-ng:,sonv~':{;=th'éff-;busines‘-sv.w;-The ‘r.nother
also. handles -all :the: money. Cock-fighting: 1s the
chief  occupation and past time of the male folk.
Balinese are also keenly interested in dance: and
rﬁ'ﬁSig:;,' This .was -a :goed:' change for 'Mr_‘s. Dayvidson:
ho.was recovering. from her . illness.' Jim va,y;l-s‘o had

ttack-of fever.:

he
VO er
some: - times: meant  destruction:
Iso, :meant * prosperity, ' for
the,, volcanic :
is.; luxuriant.

lcanoes, 14 of which :were still: active.
; ' - in: limited
ause .of

_Sugar; rice:and .rubber :are the main
crops. Rotary -organisation work:was sin full: swing
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sland 'c'ifv, Java in its 668- ‘rvni-l'eé of,;;l,é-ngth »

soil Java. is a fat -land where: growth

at: Batavia and ‘Bandoeng ‘when: Jim -received " a
cable - about the arrival of former International
President Guy' Gundaker and his wife Ann. A recep-
tion was arranged for the party by the kind interces-

sion of .the Dutch- Governor; P.B.W. Van Gesseler -
Verschuir, a -member of the Djokjakarta :club to -

witness a Serimpi- dance at the court of H.H. the"

Sultan. of Djokjakarta. -Another. reception ‘was also

arranged by H.H. Prince Pakoe Alam.” Java was |

not a virgin field for Rotary ‘extension. G.Jh. Weste-
nenk who was president of the Hague club-in 1927
had organised two splendid clubs there - Soerabaya
and - Djokjakartas Jim was greatly pleased - with
the friendliness -and- hospitality -extended ' to -him
by Naval Com.A, -Vos, then president of :Soerabaya
club -and 1Ir. 3. Slim, president: of :Djokjakarta club.

There::was  strong caste feeling in*Java: among the --

Dutch. ‘which .convinced 3Jim: of the diffictlty: of
organising: clubs with a truly representative member-
ship.. Social: distinctions . were -maintained: there
very . rigidly. Although: this did not apply to Javanese,
as ‘educated Javanese :are rarely :in business-‘and

only ‘a"very small number was ‘available. In ‘the

Djokjakarta. club ~they -were.: giving attention = to
the development- of friendship -among - the .different
racial groups. The: clubs. were in-a:healthy .condition
providing many::talks. on:-Rotary subjects and-develop-
ing an appreciation: of community ‘obligations.”. [ i

B’ATAVIA:»:‘,'Jim"»:\:beg.én work at BétéVia.; “where ~four

previous -efforts: to organise -had- been made. Few

cities, havei.quite so many different groups;-definite
and’ -exclusive :ias ~Batavia. Sir:.:Josiah:/ Crosby;: ‘the
British  Consul ' General and the = Governor'“General
were very helpful. The club was organised on"March
18, 1930 - .with:::70:::members “:including® 8 Javanese
and' 3. Chinese: -The::Batavia. clubis-“truly -a ‘cross
section: ' of - the :community. ~With: . many - members
the idea -of mixed::membership -appealed  strongly.

_ Av Praasterink, - banker+ and:a ‘former’ rember of

Soerabaya - cluby was elected president, ‘Raden: ‘Ada-

pati:. Aria- Achmad.- Djajadiningrat, Vice = president, .

Jht.'Quarles -von ‘Ufford, hony. secretary and ‘C.A.de

- Vries, treasurer.
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BANDOENG: The organisation luncheon of Bandoeng
club was held on March 19 at the Concordia clubs

It has a fine representative membership of 45 includ-

ing' 2 Javanese and 2 Chinese. Dr. Philippiy a former
. military officer, was president, Prof. Dr.- H. Westra
vice president, .Ir:A.C. de Jongh ~and J.A.C. de
Kock 'van Leeuwen joint secretaries, and P.F. Van
den Berg 'treasurer. Guy “Gundaker: -.and his wife
~-participated . in.- the = two - organisation meetings.
They  also. attended the meetings . of Djokjakarta
and Soerabaya-clubs. -~ = = e

MALANG: Following Bandoeng, Jim started work
in. Malang. He:met a fine group of ‘men; thirty
in: number, to form the membership. The-organisation
meeting : was - held ~on:-March 27 at Hotel Splendid
attended : by. . President::Col.-:Vos .and . a- rqember
of Soerabaya club, President. Col.: H:G. “Van-Viersen,
vice: presidént - A.F. Franken,. hony. . secpet;y, Jan
Wijsman: “and - treasurer J.C.D.  ‘Van: den’- qssche.-

SEMARANG | H‘['hr‘eé: ‘,.previ'ousv efforts had: failed.

The .organisation meeting. ‘was held on April 14,

" at Hotel-de Pavilion, with a “charter membership

of 38 ‘including three :prominent 'Chinese Pre»s@ydent,
A:J.W.: Vorster. of . the ~Railways,.’ vice;»prves;dent,
W.C. Vander Zwaan, legal advisor and: ‘hony.:secre=
tary H.A:A:C. Réijners,:of sugar company; treasurer
7.C. Van Waveren, a banker. In addition to ‘_t‘h_e
“organisation work: ifi Java. Jim held sseveral meetings
with officers and directors of the: old ‘clubs. Having

completed : the; objective ‘in* Java with: a“.club-in .

every. important ‘centre, Jim ~prc'>ceeded by steakmwe"r'
to-Sumatra. -0 o e Lo e

MEDAN: With the energetic assistance: of ?..ifa:-"_‘sm.zﬂl
committee;. Jim was-.able to -arrange the:organisation
meeting: of -the Rotary club-of -Medan on: May Ist
with-47- charter members, representing a: fine .group
of -official; -business and.professional::men:at ‘Hotel
de-. Boer.::The. : Sultan's son, the : Crowh. Prince, was
a ‘member. -The officers iwere :all.outstanding men:
presiderity;. Dro: 3:G.. Gee rlings, 7 high: court . judge,

vice president, A.A. Aberson, anwattor,neyv,' hony.
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secretary, *J. Reuvers, government secretary "and
treasurer, J.H.H. Schuurman, a banker. Two other
prospects where clubs could be ‘established at-a
later date would be Padang and Palebang. F.E.™
James was expected to visit Malaya ‘and - possibly
Java ‘and Sumatra in September or October. Jim
was convinced of Rotary's opportunity in ‘Middle
Asia to-develop better understanding between various
national and ricial groups. - ' o

BANGKOK: 'Venice of the East'. Seeing a report
in a book on Siam about the existence of a Rotary
club® in "Bangkok, not -authorised by R.l.,. Secretary

" Perry wrote to a ‘person’ whose name the author
~ -suggested as' a source of information and received

a-reply that theré was no Rotary' club. The person
addressed” was“ the secretary of ‘Union "club.” Jim -
contacted this' person. He was informed that' a
group of Europeans, members: of ‘the' Union. Club,
a  social ‘club, were holding ‘dinner meetings every
month with addresses. and ‘they “were styling’ them-
selves ‘as Rotarians. ‘A prominent - British “barrister,
R.D.  Atkinson, was  thé president.  ‘But' interest
was not sustained and the ‘club" petéred ‘out. Jim
called ‘on - the' British and American ministers and
several- princes holding high -offices. In a week
he got - together the organising committee. His
intention was to organise a club with Siamese mem-
bers - predominating =~ with support of Europeans.
But:~Siamese do .not  take kindly to- business. Thus

outside : government- and professions there were

very few who' qualify. In this work ‘the three princes- -
Purachatra, Bidga and Dhani - gave Jim splendid
help. ‘Finally' on“September 17, 1930 -afteér a great
deal of work, ‘the Bangkok club came into existence.
Presidént was H:R.H. 'Prince Purachatra. He was
well informed 'on Rotary ‘as ‘he was on every subject.
Vice President; “R.D. Atkinson; “ Hony. ~secretary,

'F.S. Williams, Américan ‘Trade Secrétary and Luang

Thavil, treasurer. The .club 'had 70 ‘members from
14" nationalities. Jim ‘and family visited a magnifi-

‘cent religious- shrine, the “"great ‘temple of Angkor -

Wat*in"a “lost city -said”to have housed 'a million
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INDO CHINA: French Indo China ' is made up. of
five . states: . Cambodia, Annam, Tong King, Laos
and Cochin China.. Indo China is one of the great
rice growmg regions of the world. Jim had instruc-
tions. to make .a ‘Rotary survey of these important
French-Chinese .- possessions. So he came around

with: letters . of _introductions - from the  Minister -

of Colonies in Paris to.the French Governor General
of Hanoi and also to the French Governor of Cochin
China. Commencing work at Saigon, Jim met the
Governor who suggested to operate through Martini,
pre51dent of the .Chamber of Commerce. But he
was away at Han01.. The . journey  to Han01 was
very - tiring. Hanoi was the capital - of French Indo
China. . Jim. met M.ZMartlm but _he was not .very
enthu51ast1c about Rotary.: in. Salgon. The French
colomsts believe. that they ‘have made great sacri-
fices to develop A51at1c colomal possessions - :and
any - benefit. should. go..to - the Erench. This pOlle
kept Saigon very. excluswe and trade and professions
‘were. limited - to the French. There was very little
in. the 5p1r1t of Rotary to appeal. The only way
is. that interest be created by a French Rotarian.
The French men .in the East are skeptical of being
able to brmg about. a blend .of  nationalities: . The
cities. in- Tong. King" that ‘are;. Rotary p0551b111t1es
were Han01 and Halphong e IR

HO'NG KONG Jlm was happy to be engaged

organising - a club in Hong Kong . although there
were. many . prev1ous efforts which. . failed, as: he
had:. llved in that area. thlrteen years, 1nclud1ng
nine in  Formosa. The new Governor of Hong Kong,
Wllllam Peel' had- come..from Kuala Lampur
ad attended _the. 1naugurat10n ‘meeting - there.
explalned, to 51r William, that the gentlemen

‘otary can
develop-
atlonahtles

si : _ 1 , oward . each
other, and he felt that 1f Rotary rendered ‘no other.
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service it would be worth while.

- Among the eight letters of introduction received

from the. Governor three were to representative
Chinese. They were a fine type, cultured, advanced
and. capable. Regardless of pleasent features, the
organisation of the Hong Kong club was a difficult

- task: The inaugural dinner was held on December

8 with over 80 present including guests. The press
was con51derate and commented that never before
had’ there: been  brought together in Hong  Kong
a group representative :of so many .different voca-
tions - officials, businessmen, educationalists, engi-
neers, scientists, important men in their respective
lines -and representing both European and- Chinese
communities.. Hong Kong Daily ‘Express gave a
four column:.coverage of “the enthusiastic inaugural
meeting announcing -that Rotary comes to Hong
Kong -..New Epoch "in Local Social Institutions.
The report covered. in-detail the speech made by
Jim elaborating :on. the: ideals of ‘Rotary and ‘Ro-
tarian's .duty. The: :paper’: also: commented : impres-
sively = editorially. under® the.:title 'Rotary “Arrives'.
The -President, Sir. William -Hornell,"head of ‘the
Hong Kong Universlty' chara'c'terised":li'm Davidson

~as-'‘more  than a man - he is: a sort of torrent, a

force. Hon. Dr. S.W. Tso was elected vice president;
and. LFC Bellamy and B. Wong: Tape as: ‘joint secre-
taries - and N.J. Perrin, treasurer. Hong Kong was
the ;last:. city on Jim's program of club extension.
With it Rotary :was.now a world wide organisation
for practically .every city of importance from Medi-
terranean:to: the -China Sea‘.and the Pacific had
its. Rotary .club. From then ‘on: Jim's duty ‘was to
make * official : ‘calls. on existing: clubs in the Phili-

- phines, :Nerth . China, Manchurla, Korea and - Japan

and “to interest::such clubs: in extending . Rotary
to:the smaller commumtles ins thelr v1c1n1ty.

SHANGHAI Jlm .was . :pleased to observe the fine
Shanghai Rotary club :inaction. -Among its member-
ship-.of = 175 ~were ::many-:nationalities, including - a
considerable group: of Chinese. A brilliant and- -delight-
ful Chinese, Dr. Fong See, was president in 1931-32.
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" and in Hong Kong.

The Chinese were most ~likeable. and enthusiastic
over Rotary. Jim felt that Rotary was achieving
its greatest usefulness by bringing together in close
friendship men of different races and nationalities.
He had meetings with' different officers, with the
directors: and with individuals. One of the objects
of his  visit was to induce the club to carry .on
extension work.  Shanghai club was. organised ‘in
1919. Following his departure they organised Hang-
chow and Canton. Thus there were in China clubs
in " Shanghai, 'Peiping, :Tientsin, Hangchow,  Canton

-

MANCHURIA: - Rotary: club of Mukden -entertained
Jim  and ‘family -at ‘a Sukiaki tiffin. It is -cooked
at ‘the table ‘which -makes it :doubly -appetising.
Mukden was - a ‘successful-: and- enthusiastic club
of some 30 members consisting largely of Japanese

‘with some American and ' British representation.

A}

It. was sponsored by .Darien Rotary “club - with a -

Japanese membership of #43. Darien club also was
responsible for: establishing Rotary in Harbin. Harbin
had .25 members, including 2 Russians, one English-
man and the balance Japanese. The club met weekly
at -Hotel Moderne. Harbin  seemed to' the visitor
more ~Russian than Chinese, the city being an im-
portant -terminal ~ of = the Trans-Siberian: Railway.
Harbin is the leading .industrial® city. in ‘Manchuria.

THE PHILIPPINES: Rotary made its ‘first: great
jump from the country of its birth-to Asia in 1919.
The Rotary club: of‘Manila was founded by Rotarian
Roger Pinneo: of Seattle; Washington together with
L.J. Lambert,. its” first persident. It  was followed
a.few months later by Shanghai, Calcutta and Tokyo,

these’ ‘four 'clubs remaining .lonely outposts :for -
a considerable period.:" The Manila club ‘meets, at-

a very attractive place at luncheon,  Manila: Hotel;

on the water front in a beautiful garden abo’i;mding_

in:ipalms and flowering  shrubs. -The ‘members, some

115 in ‘number, provide evidence of -good-fellowship
combined: .with" a  seriousness: ‘of " purpose and the
club:-has';.rendered: substantial -service ‘to:the com-
munity.: The! membership ' is-’largely: American = but

K2

there are several Filipinos, men of culture. Sam
Gaches, president, was head of the largest retail
establishments in  Manila. Other .city prospects
for Rotary were Cebu, lloilo, and Zambanga where
Manila Rotarians made one or two unsuccessful
efforts for Rotary extension. S

FORMOSA: Jim received a great welcome at For-
mosa and unforgetable courtesy and kindness during
the entire period of his stay there. After a great
space  of time, Jim's years of work in Formosa
and his book remained still. fresh in the minds
of many people. Jim and family were guests of
government and were escorted ‘by rail and car
wherever they went. Jim 'was pleased to. see a
successful Rotary club at Taihoku. He met a group
of prominent business men and professionals and
addressed them on Rotary preparing the way to
the Japanese District Governor Yoneyama of -Tokyo
in March 1931 to organise a club with 33 members
with a noted educationist, Prof. Tan Shidehara
as president. ' o

KOREA: Jim was given a reception by the Rotary

club of Keijo, established in 1927. Viscount Saito

who served Korea as Governor General must be
given credit for much of the progress made in
Korea and was also responsible for the -introduction
of Rotary in Korea. The club had 50 members
and was a most efficient organisation.

JAPAN: Rotary was first introduced in ‘Japan at
Tokyo in March 1920, by K. Fukushima, who had
been a member of Dallas, Texas club. Walter L.
Johnstone, past president of - Shanghai ¢lub also
rendered assistance. Umekichi Yoneyama, financier,
for years with Mitsui Co. was responsible for the
spread of Rotary in Japan. His influence throughout
Japan, his delightful personality and his enthusiam

- for Rotary were irresistible and Rotary Internationa!
owes ‘much to him. He served as president, governor

of his district and was on International .committee

‘and was an R.I. Director. Tokyo club had 156 mem-
- bers with an attendance  average of 85%. Jim felt
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Tokyo, in all respects, to be one’:of the: finest
clubs. Also Tokyo club bulletin, issued in English
by Rotarian Kitashima (Kitty). was’ highly rated.
In_ addition to Tokyo, other successful clubs were
Osaka, Kobe, Yokohama, Kyoto, Nagoya, - leoshlma,
also Keijo, Korea and Talhoku, Formosa.

bl

“vii. 'Welcome Home for
Travellmg Envoy

;

James W. Davidson, Lillian and Marjory re-
turned to Vancouver in March 1931 after their
historic voyage to the Orient for Rotary extension
which lasted two and half years. The Rotary club
of Vancouver organised an. inter-cities meet to
welcome and honour them. Members of clubs through
out West joined in offering warm welcome to Jim
and party. Ches Perry, Secretary of Rotary Inter-
national, travelled all the way from Chicago to
participate in the function. ‘ .

Letters of appreciation poured in from many Rotary
leaders 1nclud1ng Paul Harris, Founder of Rotary.
For historical interest I give on next page a photo-
stat copy of hlS letter dated March® 17 1931. :

Theodore A.‘ Torgenson, R.I. - D1rector 1930-31
recalled his serving as club president when Jlm
was Governor ‘of District Four and mentioned that
he followed with more. than ordinary interest Jim's
work in the Levant and the Far East for the past
three years. He added that no one was better equip-
ped for the heavy task assigned by Rotary Inter-
national than Jim in view- of his long stay in the
Far East- and experience in establishing Rotary
in Australia and New Zealand. He added "You have
succeeded beyonc ‘all expectatlons.\ Largely through
your efforts, ar_yw now “actually encircles the
world. You have ~g1ven -most generously of heart
and mind and time and have made an 1mportan1: ’
contribution to the advancement of = world good
will. Rotary is deeply mdebted to you, Mrs. Davidson
and Marjory". , .

Will Taylor, R.. Director 1930-31, of Springfield,

Illinois, USA wrote "You must be very happy -as
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your reflective thoughts bring pictures to your
mind showing the results of your - great service
in the cause of world-wide understanding, good
will, and international peace, through the planting
of the seed of Rotary in human hearts in far away
countries. )

It would be impossible at this time to place a value
on this service of yours. All through the years
yet to come people will be reaping the harvest
from the seed you have sown. Stimulated by your
thoughts and deeds, others will be inspired to "go
forth and do thou likewise" and perhaps receive
their measure or. credit.

But  first and foremost in the hearts and minds
or Rotarians. everywhere, will be your name, and
your pioneering service in the cause of Rotar
and its principles of human brotherhood". ‘

I.B. Sutton, R.I. President '1928-29, wrote from
Tampico, Tamps, Mexico "Happy indeed that you.
began your trip to -organise clubs -in the -Levant
and Orient  during my year of office. I wish to
extend to you this expression of my heartiest appre-
ciation. Those of us who know you intimately re-
alise that your remarkable success was the result
of real merit and hard work  combined with an
irresistible. personality and your unusual strength
of = purpose. - Delightful memories will = always be
yours to recall the many countries and.people bro-
ught. into .our -organisation through . your "efforts.
I know; also, that you have been enshrined in their
hearts and- minds for ever. - ' '

Your associates are.proud of you Jim- ! Your counsel
and advice coming as- it does from first hand know-
ledge and experience :will always be respected
and - as I .think of - these countries -in the future
it- will .be through the eyes and: ears of my: friend
Jim, -of his wonderful helpmate Lillian, of ~lovely -

" Marjory and the many details of the fascinating
reports, articles, talks, and pictures which have

enhanced this- friendship 1 treasure so greatly".
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Arthur H. Sapp, R.l. President 1927-28, wrote f‘r‘pm
Huntington, Indiana, USA ‘"As the Board which
worked - with me in 1927 and '28 originated the
plan for your pilgrimage to the Far East, I watched
with tremendous interest your progress in-the unsel-
fish interest of Rotary International over a period
of thirty-one months. '

As compared: with other historic expeditions, “that
which you, Lillian and Marjory have just completed
. stands out'as of the most far reaching importance.
‘When the history of the countries you touched
is finally written the discrininating historian might
in all sincerity point to the inauguration of these
Rotary clubs as a turning point in the histroy of
* those countries. : S ,

You have done a tremendous service to your beloved

Rotary. 1 hope that ‘you may live -for many years

to see the fruit growing where ‘you planted the
seed. I R
Incidently” Clara ‘and 1 were 'thrilled in reading

all of "your letters. You have a penchant for descri-
bing your experience that is-admirable" v

M. Eugéne ‘Newsom, R.I.. President 1929-30, wrote -
from'. - Durham, - North- Carolina, USA " "Now '_tbat/
you are back home, after a long term of ‘very fine -

service to Rotary .Internationa‘l’f?in' overseas cbun"ct_‘iesf,
1" want to tell you that as president for'the term
1929-30, and as ‘member of: the board of this year,

we appréciate ‘very-‘keenly and very sincerely the

inestimable service which you have rendered.

Oni* account. of your 'varying “addresses, and your
constant ‘travel, it has not been easy at-alltimes
*to “keep ‘in ‘close ‘touch ‘with you for ‘the past three

years, but reports: which have ‘come -along” from

you,: the ' personal items which" ydu-’"hai'/f’g S0 ~i<in§ﬂy
senty and ' the newspaper clippings” “which carried
accounts - of “your. work over ‘there, have all been
a real inspiration to'us. - EIE LT P R R

If- Rotary International had about five or six Jim

us

/o

Davidsohs, the work of reaching .every corner of
the world would be made easy, and the satisfaction
coming from a job well done would be tremendous.

As the years pass, the' satisfaction resulting from
a tremendous service will be more apparent to

. you, and Rotary International will realise more

fully, than it does at present, even, the bigness
of the job accomplished. Let me, therefore, say
to you, Jim, that in behalf of the Board of last
year, I ‘wish to thank you sincerely, and to express
the -hope that the years to come may -afford you
abiding happiness in the realisation of a work .well
done". ‘

Past R.. Director J.A. Caulder wrote from Toronto -
"Words fail me when I attempt to express to you
my appreciation of the. splendid work you have
done in the interests of Rotary International. Your
name will go down in Rotary history as having
done more towards the development of the Inter-
national side of Rotary than any other man  has
ever. done, or will ever be able to do, because
there will not be sufficient worlds left to conquer.

I am delighted that the 1930-31 Board of Directors
were generous enough to include the names of
the members of the two previous Boards in preparing
this expression of appreciation to you, thereby
permitting. me to have the extreme pleasure of
having my name on that document.

None of us will forget the splendid help given you
in“ this worthy projéct by Mrs. Davidson and Marjorys
therefore, our thanks -and appreciation are also
due, in no small measure, to them. S

My best wish, Jim, is that you may long be spared
to give still more service to Rotary, and that you
may have more years to look back with pleasure
on the splendid work you have done".

William H. Campbell, R.I. Director 1928-29, wrote
from Rochester, NY, "As I have written to you
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on several former occasions, and repeat' again,
Rotary as a whole will never know its obligation
for. all you have done. The unfortunate part of
it all is that so few of us have really had suffi-
cient contact with you to visualize not only the
sacrifices. you- have made, but the tremendous
effort necessary to accomplish such a ' gigantic
task.. The average member, reading of the birth
of a new club in the Malay States for  instance,
gets a sort of thrill out of -it, but it isn't the thrill
that comes to the few who have seen you in action
and studied the artistry of your persuasive powers.
As this. thing we all love, continues to grow and
expand in every direction, it seems to me that
the greatest incentive for its development, has
been your own faithful plodding. May your greatest

reward be in the friendship you have made, and

the deep imprint of your life on all of us".

Clinton P. Anderson, R.l. President 1932-33, wrote
from Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA "Although
I have told you personally of my great appreciation
of the work you did in the organisation of Rotary
clubs in the Levant and -the _Orlent, 1 feel that
I want to put on paper my very sincere gratitude
as an individual . Rotarian, for the work -which you
“have done to. further the interests of a. great organl-
satlon. '

Also' as a member of the Board of Directors 1
am even more indebted to you, for, in the eight
District conferences that I have visited this year
I have tried to tell the story. of your work and

found that it has a strong appeal to all- Rotarians;
in fact you have supplled me  with all the "speech -

material" 1 needed, as in every conference I have
tried “to tell where Jim Davidson went, some of
the problems he had to face, and the success Wthh
crowned his efforts.

You have done a magmflcent plece of - work Jlm,

and the mind and heart of every Rotarian respond.

to it. You. will always have our ‘enduring thanks".
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Jim's own Rotary club of Calgary expressed its
appreciation of the value of the good work done
for Rotary at a banquet in the Palliser Hotel on
March. 27, 1931 at which members from clubs thro-
ugh out West joined with their wives and friends.

D.E. ‘Black, President of the club, persented to
Jim, on, behalf of the club, a solid silver tray of*:
Chlppendale pattern, mscrlbed with a map of the
area in which Jim formed. clubs from Athens in
the West to past Japan in the East, and including
Australia and ‘New Zealand, where he had formed
four. clubs in 1921. On each side of the tray was
impressed ‘the names of the places in which the
clubs had been formed - 23 in the Orient and four
in Australia and New Zealand. "A Chart of Achieve-
ment" was the description of the tray. Elsewhere
you will find a plcture of the tray.

Jim Dav1dson, durmg the banquet, gave an interest-
ing and descriptive narration of his trip during
which Lillian and Marjory were .his constant com-
panions, had travelled -between 100,000 and" 150,000
miles by train, air, by boat, by aut,omoblles, by
camel and by elephant. He mentioned that it was
the psychological moment for ‘Rotary's success
in India declaring that the British people almost
without exception were extremely anxious to work
out the problem in perfect fairness to the natlve
pOpulauon. v -

He had called on 2200 men 1nd1v1dually, he said,

and it.'was a tribute to Rotary that once: understood -
‘the- person became interested. One lesson learnt,

he said, was that there ‘was more resemAbl‘ance,
among men of dlfferent races than were differences.
Giving an account of the club formed in ‘Singapore,
he said, there were 20 Chinese, 20 Malays and

10 Indlans and others had sat down together, it

being the first time they had broken bread together.
The president of that club was an English barrister.
He added that there was every evidence that Rotary
was a round-the-world organisation.
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Bruce Richardson of Winnipeg, Governor of District
Four, welcomed Davidson on behalf of the District
and referred to the sacrifices which had achieved
such wonderful results. Welcome from the Calgary
club was officially conveyed by Frank R. Erecze,
Chairman of the Canadian Advisory Board, who
related some of the incidents in Jim's career.
Mayor Andy Davidson, in according a welcome
from the city, said that he was proud of the fact
that the Ambassador of Rotary should be a Cal-
garian.
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Toronto Convention 1983 - R.I President Hiroji Mukasa pr?senting Marjory
the plaque of appreciation for Jim Davidson’s services.



Toronto Convention 1983 — N.T. with Marjory.

N.T. and wife Mary with Lillian Davidson at Delta

V- g
-1972.

Jim and Marjory with elephants in Malaya.



Jim relaxing. Author N.T. with Mrs. Marjory Abramson at her residence.



Author N.T. with Don Abramson, grandson
of Jim Davidson.

Silver tray presented to Jim Davidson at
Calgary Rotary club reception.

Lillian with family after presenting Jim’s diary covering
Polar expedition to National Archives Service. -

ii Lillian Davidson’s book
MAKING NEW FRIENDS

vi

Before starting on the mission to the Middle
and Far East for Rotary extension, James Davidson
was invited to contribute a series of articles to
THE ROTARIAN setting forth his experiences.
However, Jim declined because he wanted to give
undivided attention to organisation work which
would demand his entire time. But he suggested
that Mrs. Davidson might be willing to contribute
the articles describing their travels and experiences
and having access to his reports she could quote
extensively from them. The suggestion was immedi-
ately accepted by THE ROTARIAN.

Forwarding Mrs. Davidson's first story for THE
ROTARIAN Jim wrote to Ches Perry: "Mrs. Davidson
is a very talented student and observer, far more
than I am at my age. She is a graduate of the
University of California and all during our married
life has been a close student, taking up one subject
after another and devoting much attention to it
as though it were her life work. I have never known
a married woman, - I persume, of course, there
are many - who without any other incentive than
keen interest in a subject, has devoted as much
time to study and research'.

He continued that organisation work was occupying
him completely and it would have been positively
impossible for him to write for THE ROTARIAN.
He added that this would prove a blessing as Mrs.
Davidson had far more talent than he. He also
requested THE ROTARIAN to preserve the plates
covering the stories so that they could be compiled
into a book later. He thought it would be a good
idea to send a copy each to the Rotarian leaders
in Asia, officers and members of the organising
committees, as a token of appreciation for their
kindness and he felt it would be good propaganda
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among the Rotarians of the new clubs. However
publication of the book was delayed owing to finan-
cial constraints.. Lillian's book MAKING NEW FRI-
ENDS was published only in 1934 after Jim's ‘death.
The educated, world travelled and gracious lady
did ‘a thorough job of writing a story on each country
describing their travels and experiences.. She  re-
ceived universal praise from the readers of THE
ROTARIAN for these articles and they were repro-
~ duced in serveral papers and translated into many
languages. -

In the introduction to the book, Paul P. Harris,
founder of the first Rotary club and President
Emeritus of Rotary International, wrote that the
Davidsons' mission for Rotary was to take them
away from their home for nearly three years, -
a journey that was to remake the map of Rotary.
"It was a new manner of pioneering for. Rotary,
an experiment in organisation work involving several
fundamental questions. Jim was - confronted  with
the problem of *''selling' to business men of the
Orient a brand new idea, which in ‘a few years,
had gained great headway in the Western world.
Would" this Rotary, born in-a city of the Central
Western prairies of the United States, be acceptable
to -peoples with racial customs and backgrounds
differing from those of Occidental peoples. .... There
~were ‘many - disappointments -and hardships, to be
‘sure, but, on' the other hand, there were experi-
ences and advemtures in friendship which far out-
weighed temporary discouragement. Jim Davidson's
.unfailing - diplomacy, his enthusiasm for Rotary,
and his remarkable capacity for work, carried him
over many seemingly insurmountable barriers. ......
Truly this volume MAKING NEW FRIENDS repre-
sents ‘not only three years in the lives of the David-
son family, but reflected on its pages, is a life-time
of adventure and journalistic experience. Both
Jim and® Lillian Davidson = were ~ keen. observers.
They ‘missed very little of importance. They peered
~ beneath " surface ' condition. Their stay in certain
_countries .- notably. in: Turkey - was coincident
with  vast - political and social changes. They wrote
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with understanding eyes, and hearts full of sympathy
for the misfortunes of others. Their book. comprises
an Interesting and authoritative study of peoples
of the Near and Far East. Through their narrative
runs a Rotary thread that gives colour to the fabric
<« No one who reads this book can fail to gain
a better conception of Eastern peoples and govern-
ments. Even if it had no other -purpose, in that
alone it would be well worthwhile". )

Lillian's stories reflected a firm grasp of the history,
geography, and economy of each country visited,
conveylng a keen observation. of the people, their
customs and social conditions and presented in
a flawless, ornate style. I reproduce below a few
extracts covering her report from diverse centres.

Describing ~ Constantinople (Istanbul) in  Turkey, -
the first city visited by them, she wrote "Never
have I .seen anything more entrancingly beautiful
than the skyline of Constantinople as we approached
'chug chugging' down the Bosporus from the 'sweet
waters of ‘Asia' in a friend's motor boat just about
dusk one Sunday evening. The dying rays of a lovely
rosy sunset had given place to a deep ‘purplish
blue, which like a colour wash, .covered both ¢ity
and sky. In my gallery of memory-pictures ‘this,
my first great Near Eastern city, will ever reveal
itself as I saw it then, a symphony in ‘blue, with
Innumerable ethereal minarets, soaring  skyward
above, rounding massive domes of mosques  and
_falry-'-talle—'like’ white palaces lining the shore; ‘an
Indelible memory-gift as the Japanese say. I wonder—
ed if ‘in all the world there were any view more
charming than this one" - - - '
About a bazaar scene in Constantiriople she wrote
"one curious and “memory-haunting sight one con-
s_tantly’ sees there, however, is the f"hamel"; that
human beast of burden, with his leather padded
triangular saddle strapped to' his back, on which
he carries' prodigious weights, such as packing boxes

- twice as large as himself, big pieces of furniture,

machinery, building - stone, "large pieces  of plate
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glass, enormous jute sacks, even pianos, just anything
and. everything. Woe betide the pedestrian: who
fails to get out of his way for he plows along in
a bee line".

Their visit coincided with vast changes initiated
by Mustapha Kemal which transformed Turkey com-
pletely. Describing the change on women and youth
she wrote "Turkey's flaming youth - girls and boys,
young women and men and matrons - now walk
down the principal streets until it seems as. though
one is in Paris, Berlin or Vienna. The Turkish girls
are strictly upto the minute with skirts a little
higher than in Paris just to show the world that
they are not stopping half way. One can scarcely

~ imagine a greater change than from the bulging

full robes of the ferejeh and concealing veil to
the costume of a corsétless waist and skimpy skirt -
and they like it. They parade the streets, go to
the movies, dance at the cabarets, and do generally
as girls do in the Western countries anywhere. Even
beauty contests are held and 'tag days' have their
place on the calender and efficient taggers these
girls make too. In the book stores one finds them
interested in fashion magazines. Many of them
design and make their own gowns and -they dress
in exceptionally. good taste and look much as our
girls at home".

No aspect of life was missed in Lillian's narrative.
Describing Britain's role in the administration of
Egypt she wrote "The part played in the past by
British in the administration of Egyptian affairs
has been of incalculable benefit to the country.
The British took over Egypt, a bankrupt nation.
They placed it on its feet and in 1922 turned the
government over to the Egyptians financially sound
with a surplus. They added .tens of thousands of
acres of arable lands by the building of dams and
extension of irrigation. They gave Egypt a degree
of prosperity ‘that had 'not been known :before.

They introduced - sanitation, established =modern

hospitals, extended education and brought law and
order to all parts of the land. They placed ‘E’.gyp.t
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among the most advanced of Eastern nations and
all these services they rendered without material
advantage to themselves.

Recounting her experiences ﬁi\@dia, Lillian wrote
about the Parsees thus: "The Parsees are a very
interesting feature of Bombay life. Four-fifths
of the 100,000 Parsees in the world live in and
around Bombay. These erstwhile Persians have
a special talent for business; a Mida's touch that
turns their ventures into gold. I believe the secret
of their success lies -in their adaptability. Where
the finger of progress points, there they follow.
The elderly men present a very dignified appearance
in long frock coats and stiff black shiny head cover-
ing. The Parsee ladies. flit about the streets like
so .many gorgeous butterflies in their dainty graceful
saris. They are well educated, travelled and alto-
gether charming, and many of them are excep-
tionally handsome. . :

We were entertained at one of the most magni-
ficent Parsee homes in Bombay, built entirely of
black marble, the spacious interior tastefully fur-
nished with treasures gleaned from nmany lands.
From a terrace in the rear, the ladies pointed out
the Tower of Silence, adjoining their property here
on -the Malabar Hill, where the Parsee dead are

exposed .to the greediness of the great black vul-
‘tures which we could see hovering in the air. The

skeleton is left .on a gridiron to be gradually dis-
integrated by the torrid sun and by the rains. Ter-
rible "as this practice may seem to the Western
person, to the Parsee our method of burial, with
its subsequent process of decay and defilement,
is equally obnoxious". .

En route to Delhi from Bombay by train they halted
at Agra for a day to visit the T&j. Agra is rich
in historic memories of the six great Moguls who
ruled India for 180 years. Describing the Taj Mahal
which she first saw from the old fort at Agra she

wrote "[t stirs the imagination to picture the aged

and dethroned Shah Jahan, sitting in this very spot,

57



Y

surrounded by every luxury, but a prisoner, neverthe-
less, sighing as he gazed at the white Taj, this
symbol of his love, a view that could not fail to
stir up in his disappointed old heart the dead ashes
of his long cherisjg’éd' dream, that of carrying to

full completion this sublime masterpiece. To his -

gifted mind, it would ever remain unfinished “until
his own black marble mausoleum stood, a fitting
companion, on the opposite bank of the Jamuna

River and linked to the Taj by a superb bridge.

Thought of the Jasmine Tower will ever recall
an exquisite memory, for within a marble flower
of its doorway, a wee glass heart catches a perfect
reflection of the far away Taj, making of it the
daintiest of miniatures. : :

One of life's most perfect feasts for the eye is
the etherally -white Taj Mahal, aloft on its broad
terrace, bathed in silvery moonlight, its- matchless
fairy like loveliness mirrored in the long, narrow,
tree-lined pool at its feet. It left us with a haunt-
ingly beautiful memory for it was our good fortune
"to see it by the light of a full moon. But at no
time of -the day or night could it be anything but
beautiful. Even the quivering heat of midday fails
to detract from its charm. The magnificent white
marble ~ cenotaph of Mumtaz Mahal, inlaid with
exquisite perfection of - detail, in flower designs
fashioned of jade, carnelian, agate, lazuli, and
onyx and surrounded by a marvellously carved and
perforated, lace-like marble 'screen, . polished - and
mellowed like old ivory, is a truly gorgeous jewel
worthy of its casket". ‘ -

Lillian's description of a Burmese girl is remarkable
for its minute details. "Ma Thon was a wee. thing,
perhaps four and a half feet in height and her
slender hips were tightly swathed ‘in a rich soft
_apricot-tinted silk lungyi worn with a sheer white
‘muslin = jacket. Her small person was resplendent
with many diamonds and much - jewellery.  Velvet
sandals, a “silk scraf and a brightly coloured semi-
transparent parasol completed her costume'.. i
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Lillian reports the unusual situation in Bali thus:
“One of Bali's chief attractions to the person from
the other side of the world, far across the seas,
is its unlikeness to every other land. It is the very
realm of topsy-turvydom. In Bali, father stays
home, does the house work, feeds and minds the
baby. It is the mother who goes out into the high-
ways and byways, carrying on the business which,
by the way, she manages with remarkable shrewd-
ness. It is mother, too, who handles all the money
while father looks anxiously and expectantly up
into her eyes as he begs a little money for a new
dress - he just hasn't a thing to wear to the coming
cock fight. And, perhaps, indulgent mama . gives
way for she likes to dress papa up right from his
batik-covered head to the end of his gay sarong.
She wears almost nothing at all - a square cloth
called 'kain', brought around the waist, the ends
given a simple hurried twist".

Lillian's description of government in Dutch East-
Indies clearly manifests her rare power of obser-
vation. "And the Dutch govern this medley with
a rare skill which has come from an experience
of ‘centuries and which is made possible by a tem-
perament well suited to the task. The Dutch are
naturally a friendly people without race prejudice
- hence sympathy for ‘those they rule. They -are
a sturdy people, not easily excited and are inclined

"to think their problems through. They are modern

in their methods, believe in science and its applica-
tion to all their problems, therefore there  are
few mistakes and efficiency is the rule not the
exception'.

Speaking of the change that was observed in Hong
Kong, Lillian was. ‘surprised at the large number
of pretty, smartly dressed Chinese women she
saw on the streets, compared to what she saw
in the city of twenty-five years ago. "At that
time ‘it “was rare to: see any .but coolie women,
poor drab drudges, prematurely aged by hard labour
and rendered still more unattractive by their dinghy,
black, flapping trousers and wide, loose, clumsy
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jackets, making them all look fat and shapeless.
The woman always followed many paces behind
her man, as custom so rigidly decreed, the wind
carrying back to her the few sing-song words he
cared to address her. These women of a passing
age still shamble along the city roadways, their
minds probably  stunned at the daring of the very
modern young Chinese who so boldly and defiantly
oppose the enslaving dragon, Tradition". -

Lillian also gave graphic accounts of the radical
changes that came about in Shanghai, Manchuna,
Manila, Formosa, Korea and Japan which the.y
visited -describing the people, their ways of life
and the economic and social conditions.

Commenting on Lillian's article series, Paul Harris,
in a letter to Jim Davidson, wrote "I want 1o express
to Lillian through you, my appreciation of.T_:he
splendid series of articles which she has been writing
for THE ROTARIAN. They are little gems and
Rotary essays. They are entitled to a high place
in Rotariana. I had no idea how clever your good
wife is". ’
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ix Jim’s Report to Rotary
‘International Board of Directors

¢

At an informal meeting of the Board of Direc-

“tors of R.. held on April 6, 1931, attended by

past R.I. Presidents including Paul Harris, Jim
Davidson submitted his report covering his efforts
at Rotary extension .in the Middle and Far East.
He mentioned that there were times when he felt
somewhat depressed and if he had encountered
many failures he would have been inclined to give
up the  work. But the encouragement that he had
from others, letters: of success from the clubs

"he had started kept him going. The presence of

Mrs. Davidson and Marjory also helped. He men-

- tioned that they had saved one very fine Rotary

club, Rangoon. Some men who had agreed to join
and who had signed up in Jim's black book -ater
stated that they changed their minds. He almost
decided to ‘pack up and leave. But Marjory and
Mrs. Davidson could not agree. Ultimately eighty
members came forward although Jim wanted to
stop with fifty. It was the judgement of Marjory
and Mrs. Davidson that saved the club.

Jim reported that he first went to those countries
in. Europe where he hoped to obtain credentials
and letters of introduction that would be necessary
for the success of his trip. He first went to London
and obtained a great many letters from different
British clubs and from there to Holland, obtained
a letter from the Minister of Colonies. Then he
went to Paris. At Paris he got a letter from the
Minister of Colonies to the Governor of Cochin
China mentioning that Rotary had been successful
in France and requesting. all assistance in organising
a club in Saigon. - : o

He started work in Constantinople. He worked
very hard assisted by a fine group of Turks. Turkey
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had changed ~a lot particularly the women who
were living in purdah were now - going about in
modern dresses to the movies, carbarets and dancing.
The women had obtained very good education.
His efforts did not succeed in Constantinople.
There no one could attempt an organisation without
getting a government permit. There was a secret
committee of the Peoples Party, supporting Kemal-
and all applications go to this committee. Although
Jim went to Angora and met the Minister of Interior
as he did not take into confidence the chairman
of the inner committee he blocked the application
and hence ‘it took four months before it came through.

Jim proceeded to Bombay after passing through
Greece, Cairo, Bagdad and Persia. He established
clubs in Bombay, Delhi and Madras and also visited
the clubs of Lahore and Calcutta. From there he
went. to Ceylon and from Ceylon to Rangoon in
Burma and passed Mandalay to Bhamo. He visited
the existing club of Thayetmyo. From there to
F.M.S. Java and Sumatra and thence to Bangkok,
Hong Kong and Canton. If ‘he could have stayed
for three weeks he could have established a club
in Canton. He then went to Philippines where he
was able to clear up grievances in Manila. Then
he went to Formosa where previously he had spent
nine years. He then proceeded 'to Shanghai “where
there existed a successful club. He also visited
Tienstsin and Peiping clubs which were working
satisfactorily. From there he went to Manchuria
first to Mukden and then to. Harbin. He went by
rail to Korea and by steamer to Japan. He visited
all the- clubs in Japan except Nagoya. He had all
praise for the Tokyo club which had all important
members giving a great deal of time for Rotary.
He mentioned in particular - Governor Yoneyama
who rendered great service to Rotary. :

Many of the old clubs in China and the Philippines
had an unfortunate system of prefacing nick names
to first names which often led to trying ordeals.
At Jim's suggestion it was agreed that the practice
should be changed for a more dignified one in- the
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future.

In Tientsin some members left the .club due to
their objection to the nickname system.

Iq Singapore the leading newspaper 'The Strait
Times' had some unkind and incorrect representation.
Jim had a serious discussion with its editor. He
later discovered that one of the members of the
club, Clark, was chairman of the Board, who owned
the newspaper, became treasurer of the new club.
The unk'in'd remarks of the newspaper ceased. In
these cities English- members particularly object
to these nicknames. :

Jim mentioned that one difficulty -standing in the
way of progress of Rotary in Asia was the depressed
economic condition. All Asiatic commodities, in-
cluding plantation products were being sold. .-at
less than cost. Most members found the cost of
Rotary high. : ‘ o

There was a Rotary club in existence in,a‘Japanes.e
city operating along Rotary lines but without the
classification system. He expressed the hope that
Governor Yoneyama will induce the club. to give
up the title. ’ '

The restriction demanding 30% attendance each
year of the Rotarian in his home club may affect
Rotary adversely in Asia and South  Africa. .If -it
is enforced it will mean a constant loss of useful
members for the reason they go on long leave
home for climatic conditions. They already re-ga‘rd
a good many of the restrictions as standing» in
thg way of success. The difficulties, so far -as
Asm‘ is. concerned;. are the 10% and the 60% rules.
Jim . felt that you cannot create successful clubs

in Asia by starting with the bottom layer and then

expecting to work up. Due to the caste it is ab-
solutely essential for success that one starts with
a. membership of the  highest type that the com-
munity affords -and. then -works downward -in order
to obtain a cross-section of a community. There
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was also difficulty to associate socially with re-
tailers but Jim was able to discuss the matter

and find a solution. . R

Regarding classification system some changes were
necessary in its interpretation. ‘Ches had, through
his weekly letter,  reiterated that because certain
practices are in force in American and Canadian
clubs, it does not necessarily mean that they all
must be introduced among Rotary clubs throughout
the world. Leaders in Asian countries are difficult
to be convinced that weekly meetings are impera-
tive, at least for the time being. They are expected
to meet weekly and are prepared to meet weekly
as soon as possible. During summer months members
continually express difficulty in attending weekly
meetings and in. fact attendance figures are de-
pressingly low in such meetings. Question comes
up frequently as to the advisability of discontinuing
meetings in May and October, the two hottest
months  in India. Jim felt that although this has
to be discouraged they could not adopt -a very
arbitrary attitude in this matter. Jim mentioned
that while in Madras in May, organising a club
there, the heat was so intense that he had to change
clothing five times during a single day. -

Caste conditions are not as obstructive to the
extension of Rotary in Asia as expected. The edu-
cated man in Asia, whom one would want in Rotary,
was prepared to compromise on the strict observance
of -his religious rules. In many of these countries
both pork and beef are not served to satisfy the
Moslem and Hindu. At another place people were
satisfied with bread and nuts. Rotary has brought
together in these - countries many religious groups

that formerly never broke bread together. In Bang-

kok, in order to get in two very charming Moslems,

Jim had to arrange for them to bring* their own

servants. .

One reason for Jim's success in Rotary ‘extension.

was that he called individually on each  prospect
in his own office where he would have the -opport-
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unity of raising any objections and Jim could have
as good an opportunity ‘to answer them. In this
way, including « return. calls, Jim- made over 2200
visits on men in their offices and of that number
he failed- to interest. less than a dozen. The ad-
vantage of calling members individually rather
than meeting them in a group ‘is that if one is
really antagonistic ‘e has the . opportunity of talking
only. to Jim and not to a group which might easily
become influenced by his views. He made “sure
that: men who do not like the idea are kept away
from_ . the ‘prospects whom he was endeavouring
to. interest..In regard to natives as members, the
main difficulty in" many  countries is' not obtaining
‘men of right standing but that very often the edu-
cated native is available in only a very few classi-
fications, connected with professions or ‘the govern-
ment as in Java and' Sumatra. In order to bring

in" a: large number of natives so that ‘Rotary may

be given a greater opportunity “to'serve, Jim ‘ré-
commended ‘widening - -classification’ provisions.
Jim .would- first' go’ to the European. If a'i“pro'"sbétt'
agre_ed.‘to, join he would ask him if hé had- objection
to natives being brought in. In most cases there
was ' no - objection and in some cases this aspect
appealed to them as they had plenty - of exclusive
organisations ‘already. 3Jim  recommended that ~the
classification field be widened. - =7 i oo

Occasionally ' one ' comes across: 'a “Rotarian ‘who
does' ot believe in the outlying’ clubs. They are
‘opposed-.to :the. lone clubs scattered’ here :and there.
He said:that-it should 'be remembered that Chicago
once was a_ lone ‘club. So was San  Francisco,” Winni<
peg in' 1910; Dublin ‘in 1911, London*in ‘1911, and
Paris 'in 1921, Melbourne:-and: Sydney in - Australia

and - Auckland ' in ‘Néw: Zealand ‘and ‘Tokyo  in'“Japan. -

~ He asks: ‘how' can ‘we get Rotary into a‘'colntry

without starting ‘the first ‘¢lub. ‘Jim" was “convinced
that a'.lone club in a country can get along ifit
is unfortunately obliged to as in the case of Cal-
‘cutta : for ‘nine‘ years..”The ‘more ‘country ’i’ri:"Whiréh:“

Rotary exists -the greater ~will be its influence

as an _*1r_1:ternati'onazl ifbi"ga'hisati‘on.: Jim- emphasised-
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'tﬁat in Asia, as in no other section in the world,
Rotary was. badly needed where it can render a
great service to humanity. .

The clubs in. Asia were handicapped . when they
were tied down to a set of classification rules
deviced really to meet the conditions in USA,
Canada and Great Britain. Jim had great admiration
for the: Rotary:-Outline of Classifications which
he considers the. greatest document ‘that Rotary
ever issued. But it did not cover conditions in Asia.
Jim sited the case of Kuala Lampur club in F.M.S.
The club was started -sincerely believing that the
classification system did not. mean only different
vocations but meant  different races engaged in
‘the .same vocation. Thus when he arrived there

Jim was horrified - to- find.:a Chinese,. -an ‘Indian,
a Malay and a British Rotarian in the same vocation.
However the more: he looked into it the more he

saw .its possibilities.. A club - organised along: those

lines . .can render a service for its community far

ahead of = the service the present. classification
system provides.. - : . . _

A Chinese barrister, ‘an Indian and European barrister
live  generally —each with their own people,:in. dis-
tinctly different atmospheres, are thinking ..differen-
tly, - possessing vastly - different = view . points,: are
performing their work differently, and are generally
serving, quite - distinct -groups.: Jim said there were
vastly . greater. differences.. between - the Chinese;
Indian and European _barrister than --between the
three _men of- one . nationality, that we -allow: iny
who -are_ ivpractismg_;_: respectively civil, corporation
and patent , law.; Jim felt it ‘was quite within the
spirit. of . classification rules to consider the .Chinese

bap'ristver,, the Indian. barrister and .the English: barris~-:

 ter .as, diff

is.. between  different ‘racial .-groups, not different
r}atiqnaii.t-i_es. o C : :

Jim, suggested- passing -a resoultion giving directors

“authority’ to- waive: - certain-~ provisions . .to handle
differences. existing.in different 'parts of the world.
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ferent minor ‘classifications.. The ‘distinction:

Jir: als% .rr;]entioned the need. to revise Rotary lite-
rature both for extension and for informatio :
i r

suit all countries. mation. to

Jim said in looking for additional classifications
men dealing in the particular goods of a country
should be treated as a distinct = category. Many
d;iferent lines of business of importance in Asia
are left out in the Classification Outline.

Regarding weekly meetings, Jim' said- that there
are in Asia situations that require some concession
in - the . early days of a club. He. suggested that
the organisation should go . forward and charter
stsu_gd on condition that the charter is liable to
‘gqnc_ellatLOn if the clubs are unable to meet ‘weekyly-
w’11‘:h‘1‘r.1; a certain period. In some cities where Rotar)i
func'jupns»” there are no hotels- or 'restaurants  to
proy-rd'e‘.‘a place for weekly meetings. "Had it not
been ' for the ‘economic depression efforts -would
have been taken to.put up community halls: Regard-
ing' the size of “clubs "Jim justified” starting some
clups with ‘a‘ membership far more than 40 or 50
charter members. “Through frequent transfers, re-
tirement ~_a,,n;d-‘" home leave, 'Jim"’"félt',- the club b‘,must
be --organised - with ‘a “larger membership -in Asia
so as to maintain a sufficient numbér to operate.
In hot' weather the attendance at weekly 'meetings.‘
turn out to be too poor. Jim suggested that their
custom of confining the number of charter members
to '35 or ‘some other arbitrary number was not
c-l'esl_ra‘l?le"”:ml “Asia.” Jim concluded ‘that Ro;cary ‘was
such a woﬁderful;or?ganisatiﬁén- and ‘can render- great

‘service to thé ‘world and it should not be handi-

capped by “proceduré-that is suited ‘to perh '
pped by “proceduresthat Is _ apsonl
gelpart ,of{’tﬂrhl‘_egl}otaryu world. “You have go"aélg yo:}r)—,'
ves ther “it will W e TR :
sebucs whéthier 't Will Worle Gt Ass, inSouth
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x Lillian’s Address at the
Seattle Conventlon, 1932.

‘Bob H1ll Cha1rman of the Seattle Conventlon '

mme committee, learnt that Jim Davidson
pvr;)uglrda not be able to be present at the Convention.
He hoped that Lillian would be there and he fe;llt
an address by her would be a hlgh point in .the
C onventlon program., . ,

a broad outlme for the speech, Ches Perry
G?Qtlg to Lillian suggesting that she may -confine
herself to expressing . “appreciation- of the opportunity
that the Davidsons. had to .carry the message of
Rotary around .the world. 'She. could also mention
that it was a trip of hardshlps, ‘but at the same
time it was, on the. whole, an en]oyable experience.
She could also refer to the way in which Rotary
was being accepted in, ~the countries  they visited
and their impressions. ~on the future of Rotary in
those countries. She, could ‘further refer how pleased
she was 'in writing  the - travel articles for THE
ROTARIAN and over .the cord1al recept1on that
" had been afforded them.: _' L S

Introducmg the speaker at the Conventlon, Sydney ,

~ Pascall, Rotary . Internatlonal _president,. .said  that
Mrs. . Davidson had. ‘related in a_ most. ‘entertaining

and dehghtful style. some of: the. interesting experi-

ences and..these articles appeared- in  THE ROTA-

 RIAN. Jim's own: report:-has. been. dehvered ‘before

the Board of: Directors. Because -of - Jim's illness,

Mrs. Davidson has kindly consented to give them
a mixture of these two narratives, the official
details and the unofficial side-lights of the extenmp}n
_of Rotary in Southern Asia. He added that tle
effectiveness = of Jim's visits  was made infinitely

greater by the presence of Mrs. Dav1dson and Mar-

jory.
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I give below a ‘verbatim account of Mrs. Lillian
Davidson's address: TRAILING ALONG THROUGH

We of the Western world, no matter what our
nationality, have built up a belief in our superiority,
bad enough at home, but deplorable when travelling
for it acts like a pin prick to others. We forget
that where superiority really exists, it does not
have to call attention to -itself. Because they differ
from our own, all teo-often we ridicule and condemn
the manners and customs of others.

"He that is without sin among you, let him - first
cast .a stone at her". Could there be a more ideal
guide - of life ' ? 1Is there any one nation, or any
one race so near perfection as to be the f1rst to
cast the stone of cr1t1c1sm ?

Custom reconc1les us” to everythmg. I you questlon
this, just glance ‘through- a batch - of old famlly
photographs. ' The " ridiculous hats ‘and  stiff, - ugly
gowns will- always bring" forth ‘a hearty" laugh. And

"~ yet, ‘these - very styles were once considered ‘the

last ‘word in‘smartness. But with us custom is llke
a hghtnmg change arnst.

Not— in -Asia where custom, ancient custom,.
has always been law. - Theré, habit and ' thought
are the result of centuries. It has retarded. advance,
but it has toits credit: venerdtion of one's forefa--
thers.. No -longer“can “Asia be ‘thought of as "The
unchangmg East", for ‘the last decade ‘has seén
many:* changes. ' More and more the . intellectual

- men-and women. of : A81a -are endeavourmg to break

down - the -dictates of " custom._ Among those ‘who *
have radically different ways of thinking, sympathy
is the one force that will level the barriers between

races.” Rotary, strangely ‘énough, “seems the only

orgamsed effort to’ brmg the East-and West together.
Many times after ‘an. organisation ‘meeting,. both
Europeans' and A51at1cs have told Jim, '"this' is
the first t1me “we' have broken bread together"
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One cannot travel and study-as we did (we -spent
months in some of the countries) without being
convinced that . there is more likeness among the
people of the world  than unlikeness.  Strike the
right chord and the response  is much the same
everywhere. : L

The women of Asia, and I shall speak largely .of

them, exert perhaps more influence than -is gen-

erally believed. Do not assume that the changes
have been entirely confined to .the. male sex. The.
Turkish men were forced by President Kemal and
his government to make startling changes, such
as discarding their ancient headgear, the fez, and
the replacing of the old. complicated Arabic alphabet
by the Roman one which. was taking  place during
our visit. The Turkish women, on the other hand,
‘although they had been taught for. countless ages
immodesty of exposing the face, voluntarily and
courageously threw .back their concealing veils,
‘bound: them. turban-fashion - about their: shapely
heads and for the first time in history, with faces
bare, stepped out into the . public streets. With
velvety .black eyes beneath. these . gauzy _turbans
_and in Paris frocks, they were irresistible.

Human costuming is a queer thing and simply a
“matter of  opinion. Nudity does not mean indecency-.
The Balinese woman, pure and chaste, bare from
waste up,: carries hereself like a.queen.. The Chinese
woman, on  the other _hand,  will not expose the
neck, while the Indian Muslem woman COVErs. -her-
~self .completely -with a voluminous - white cape con-
taining two eye holes. What would - she think,. I
wonder, of our backless evening: gowns and ‘wisps
of bathing suits ? Just a matter of custom, isn't
it ? ‘ 8 ‘

In Constantinople, . or Istanbul as it should now
be called in a. modern Turkish home on the bluffs
‘overlooking the beautiful blue Bosphorus, we met
a group of Turkish men, members of Jim's little
advisory - committee, and their. wives. Over' the
tea cups, the women plied me with questions about
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Rotary. That women were ot accepted .caused
indignation, Iv assure ‘you. Government restrictions,
u?flc;rtpnately, prevented success in organising a
club. ' '

Many‘ on' this continent doubtless thinkithat all.
Greece must be peopled by the type of Greek labour-
ers and push stand vendors we see in our Ccities.

- The residents of Athens, undoubtedly influenced

by their ancient culture, possess an appreciation
of art and literature to a degree perhaps not ex-
ceeded in- any other land. A prominent banker
who accepted the presidency of the Rotary. club
of Athens, spent long morning hours at- his - bank
that he might pass the afternoon in his. library,
one ‘of the finest: in Greece. 'Di's'tinguis‘hed ‘in ap-
pearance, often - handsome, the- women are -nearly
all  intellectual and' well informed, seldom speaking
liess than four languages. One little Patric\ia’h'lady.,
member - of a prominent family, remarked: "We
must learn many other languages, for our country
is so smal’l no one will bother to learn from us".

It is ne‘x-ti'toiimp()'s;sible for the stranger to ‘meet
the ‘Egyptian women ‘of Cairo. When at home they
remain hidden- in' their harem. When they appear
on-the street, they look much alike 'in their flowing
black robes, their faces beneath. the eyes, concealed
by the: -black ~yashmak  or “veil, held in place by
a gold nose piece. I questioned a Rotarian's wife.
"O, yes;" she' replied "I know ‘a number’.of them
but. entertaining “them requires  much preparation.
When :ithey: wish - to return my visit, - they notify
me well in"advance “so-that [:can send rriy‘ ‘men
servants away -for the afternoon and take . good
care to prevent any possibility of my husband re-
turning home’ unexpectedly".. The Cairo and ‘Alexan-
dria” clubs are - both “international in- ‘membership.

A ‘cha‘rming,' sweet-mannered girl was ‘Mary Salameh,
daughter of a ‘Syrian Rotarian of the Jerusalem
club. Her mother was ill but Mary proved a delight-
ful hostess. Not for anything would I have missed
the after noon Mary and I spent together plodding

v -
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oierthe Via. Dolorosa, chatting  about this ancient
city. It. is appalling to think _of ~Jerusalem, the
most sacred spot on earth to three great religions,

as a city of hatreds and intolerance. The club Jim

organised there ‘contains Arabs, Jews, and Gentiles.
Now there are clubs at Haifa and Beyrut."

To .reach Bagdad we were obliged to motor six
hundred: miles across the  North  Arabian Desert.

Rachel, whom. we met there, was a pretty Arab

girl of seventeen with ‘modern ideas and the first
of -her sex to work in an office.. "You don't know
how terrible. it is", she said to.me, "for all .my
friends criticize me for. working. with- men". Imagine

the ., disgust with ~which ~women of Bagdad, who
had worn  their all .concealing costume for thousands
of xears, would:. regard cute  little. Rachel . with
her bobbed hair, armless flapperlike dresses and
glistening . silk- stockings. That Allah had not struck
her down for her impiety would be a source of
constant wonder to them. - e :

One day she introduced me to her pretty little
mother.. "Your..mother 2! I..queried for she looked
little more than a girl. "Yes" said: Rachel, "You
see,  my mother was .married ~ at = thirteen and -1
was :born: .when -she. was fourteen'.: Rachel showed

me about - with - much. - patience : until I expressed -

- a desire to see: the: .tomb. of.-iZobeida, favourite
- wife. of = Haroun Al ‘Raschid. ‘At this she: gasped,
"But, Mrs. Da-veed-son,. why you want 1o g0. to

: a,;‘,;_cimitry.;?.:Whileafmuch» interest . was expressed

Teheran, Persia's: capital, were as yet. 100 inaccess-

' The . Parsees,  originally ~Persians, - are " the -most

; successful -business - men .in, India. One well known
among them, Sir Phiroz Sethna, is president of
the Bombay. :Rotary :club,.one of -the. three -Indian
clubs Jim organised. The Parsee .ladies,: often. very
‘handsome, -and .exceptionally intelligent, . flit about

the -streets like lovely- butterflies in their. becoming

“saris, for:-they, early adopted this; graceful costume

b
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in -Rotary there;. Jim felt that both Bagdad -and .

of . the Hindu women. They scour the ‘markets of
Europe for ' rich silks, brocades; georgettes -and
crepes: to supplement the gorgeous native silks
woven with gold and silver threads. One Parsee
lady showed us her assortment of saris, numbering
perhaps half ‘a hundred. The sari .is a fascinating
~garment that never goes out of style. It is a ‘len'gtfh
o_f materllql, silk for the rich, cotton for the poor

six 'yards in length and fortyfive ‘inches wide which
Is. wound several times-about the hips to form a
skirt, the free end'being draped over one shoulder.
The-Parsee woman had made one change. She brings
the end up: over her head and custom: decrees that
she must never-be seen with uncovered head.. R

The  beautiful -white marble home of Mr. and Mrs.
Dubash Sr. is one of the show places of Bombay.

Their two sons, one a Rotarian, and their wives
live with: them. We did so enjoy these two cultured

much travelled. young. women,: sisters,: by ithe \)vay:
After we had: been- shown. over: the ‘mansion, - we .
stepped -out: upon..the verandah. "Over there  are
the ‘Towers: -of: Silence" said ‘Mrs. Dubash. We could.
just see ‘the tops: with .fluttering black forms of
vultures. circling-above. Here is: “just _another  dif-
f‘erenqe:_,lof,~0pinrion. To :the. Parsee our.-method  of

polluting the. earth .with dead. -bodies is just as
obnoxious as their: way: of -exposing: their -dead high

~in- the sky on a gridiron, food for vultures, is to

cleanly method: - ~

us. But- there is no: gainsaying the fact, it isa

In- Calcutta ‘wewere -invited by a well known Indian
lawyer_; to:the modern and stately: home of: himself-
and - his - brothers;: one: ‘'of whom - was: a Rotari‘a‘nq
My host conducted :me to. the:zenana, or women's
apartment; for :his ladies ‘were in. purdah. On a
couch was a very -tiny- baby. ‘Whose: baby is this?"
I-asked of a young: lady: of -eighteen. who spoke
English.” "My sister she: replied, as she -pointed to

-a--small -richly: ‘gowned  young - girl. -She looked. like

a little school. girl: -to“me, so I asked :"Is this her
first child?™ "Oh no;" .came  the answer. She. is

'ninetve'en%and this her:fourthchild. She:-was married
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at thirteen". Remembering that sad ‘little -face,
it - gave me great satisfaction to read a few months
later that due to the influence of Indian women's
organisationls supported by many cultured Indians

and by British members of the government; legis-

A truly momentous change ! - :

lation had been passed prohibiting child marriages.
While in ‘Delhi, we were entertained by -that great
Viceroy of India, “Lord Irwin, and Lady Irwin. Many
Indian-. ladies ~were 'present, “which in -itself ‘was
evidence: of-change.” One of .the ladies, however,
was still in purdah and’ therefore was being served
in. a separate -apartment ‘into- which -no man: was
permitted to enter. These Indian women were ins-
trumental in" collecting. a. large-sum- of money for
educational purposes: SRR S TN S

In" Colombo' we had dinner at the home of a cultured
and ' delightful- Sinhalese gentleman, ~'Mr. "Donald
Obersaker, *a writer~ of = several historical books
on Ceylon. "His- wife; a plump, motherly little soul,
~ greeted us -dressed in “her native costume, tight
silk ~sarong and spotless white muslin basque. Like
mothers. ‘everywhere,  she  was -never so "happy.  as
when ‘talking of her “two :sons who were attending
Oxford. Mr. Obersaker was one of ‘'several Sinhalese
whom':Jim hadobtained: for the:club. SRR

While, 'in Burmay, we!-saw~ much of -Mathon Nyun,
seventeen year old daughter of a Burmese Rotarian.
The. mother could speak to us only in terms of
smiles, "but Mathon ~was going to- high school and
spoke excellent English. She had a dainty  picture,
her:.small slender body tightly swathed in apricot
silk: sarong and spotless - white basque, a parasol

. framing her head  with- black ' hair.. :About . little

Mathon' was “an air .of gentleness and culture which

many of ‘our Western  girls: would::do ~well to-copy.

The “independent little Burmese women of the lower
- castes -are ‘a‘‘laughter-loving ‘lot with- keen business
heads and they:like to keep shop. They"squat on
little' platforms 'in “the big -bazaars, smoking their
"whacking” white - cheroots". There is aRotary club
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in, ;Thayet_myo that ' is almost entirely Burmese in
membership. The president of the important Rangoon
club is. U. _Maung ‘Set, a Burman, well liked by
all communities. Once in Malaya, when -motoring
alpng at night on the edge of a jungle, our motor
car tfurrfed -turtle, pinning us beneath. Malays - -of
the coolie class rushed to our rescue, and alfhough
they spoke no. word : of English, their ' sympathy
and ' kindness were great. It is-true . that we are

- all missionaries for good or evil. Because of this

littlé_ ,inci'dept, the gentle Malaya folk will ever
remain enshrined in our hearts. ‘ :

In the seven clubs in British ‘Malaya, in addition
to Europeans,. .are many -Straits-born Chinese and
some . Malay .and. Indian members. The - Singapore
glub ha_s ‘grown rapidly since my. husband started
It. Curiously enough, it was the one in all Asia

- my husband had the hardest time to. organise be-

cause of the editorial hostility of the leading new-
spaper, which -evidently wanted -Singapore to have
‘the dlstm_ction_«of,,,,.be_i,ng;;thef‘only city . without a
Rotary club, "It is »thérefore.;in»teresting«: that: today
the Singapore  club - is the: largest in' all Asia . with
168 members :of some ‘twenty different nationalities
and.races, . e B S ST

No hostess could have received us with m‘ore”graci—
ousness: and charm than a Javanese. Princess in

| ‘Batavia. She was. a relative of - Prince Pakoe Alum

o‘f\, -}D;jokjakarta',‘;_,a Rotarian. - At a glance one '‘would
set .her :down .as .a woman of unusual . intellect.
She-had been: ‘educated-at the University of Leyden,

-Holland,: and ‘had :take: two years: post - graduate

work at. »thg University of London. While in London
she was:presented at court and showed us the beauti-
ful batik sarong she: had worn. i e

On: one - occasion.:in: the Djokjakarta - Rotary club, -
upon . being -addressed as "Your Highness" - for
he_ 'was the ruler of .one of the native _ states -
Prince - Pakoe Alum. objected, and said, - "Here, 1
am not 'Your Highness”, but Rotarian. Pakoe Alum".
He appreciated the ; opportunity Rotary . .gave him
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of contact not -only with the Dutch but also with
visiting Rotarians. His attendance is ‘almost 100%:
Some - outstanding Javanese are in the seven . clubs
now in-Java and Sumatra. B ’

Through Royal favour we attended .a Shrimpi Dance, '
given by the Sultan of Djokjakarta, Java in. honour
of a high Dutch official, a Rotarian; who was going
home -on leave. The great, many-pillared, audience
hall, open on all sides, with its rose-strewn approach,
and agleam with-lights was’ truly a bit-of a fairy
land. The dance performed by eight little princesses,
four of fifteen years, one of whom was the daughter
of the Sultan, and four of six or seven years, was
an aesthetic display of' grace, ‘refinement .and per-
fect physical control representing early and constant
training and discipline. - R L :

Bali,  where we spent Christmas week; was - without .

question ‘the most fascinating spot 'in “our ‘travels.
Life goes on ‘there in the same manner it has. for
hundreds of years past. This picturesque little island
with its - million inhabitants, ‘strangely escaped the
attention of Western .powers until 1906, when the
Dutch: took: over, for it:is: close to Javay and they
govern with as little interference with the. quaint
customs of the people as possible. L

Bali “is a paradise for: women.~ Here the - position

of " the sexes is ‘just:reverseds Father ‘stays home,

does. the house work and:feeds the babies--on cocount
milk ‘while mother handles ‘the. money bags. Charlie
Chaplin says Bali is the only: place . where he found
" no:depression. Naturally;" there would be ‘none with
 Mother -at ‘the helm.. She sells “the produce ' and
‘pockets  -the - money; .a- necessary arrangement -as
Father is like our men- folks:  here ..an inveterate
gambler. Imagine the poor man meekly .asking for
money; ‘and  Mother; looking -at him - sternly “in the
eye, demanding, "What did you ‘do. with the- ten
copper cash:l-gave you last week?"™ She dolls Father

up. - in “lots ‘ef: cloths to make him look ‘pretty./and

wears~ little | herself. A Rotary ‘ctub “there  would ~

of necessity have to be composed of . ‘women, and
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Jim, man like, balked at fhi,s. '

In Siam through the kindness of ‘Pfince Pura: 3
president of the Bangkok Rotary club,pu\;E;Chgvt;?e’
invited to.the palace to a- private cinema exhibition.
The king and members of the Royal family are
keen -about moving pictures. A gorgeous chair had
been placed for his comfort but, after a few mo-
.ments he walked back to the: platform on which
his brother' Prince Purachatra, also an enthusiast
was operating. the pr‘ojectotrm‘,wand made .a:r:.runnin-g’
comment- -upen:the pictutesi«ds : they é’i);pear(ed'.-f.upon
thg screen f_gr;.:t;h'ey were -his- owns One' ‘word about
Prince = Purachatra.. . We talk .of Western energy -
and. . Eastern .idolence. This -prince ' is a whirlwind
of energy.: Never. have we met. anyone like him..
The Bangkok - Rotary - club, ' including five - pr.inces'
as active members is: largely Siamese.: vTh'efking
a most efficient ruler, was a recent speakef. ’

"You-  can't;, bring different A'siat.i‘c’:s,':';, ticigefthér' m
a - club. -Differences ~inmi:caste’ and-- rellgl@n w1ll not

. permit -of it", -Jim:.was" informed ‘over and over

again.. g'fC;&}h!?é is- the ‘only word: Jim~ will recognize
fn;;extengsjlonjgwprk. In Bangkok . were ‘two - Moslems, -
1mporta,,r;1t' ‘in-< -business, . fine;:: desirable ‘men. "We""
WQUIQ; like - to “join,. Mr. Davidson,"lfth'ey said,w"But;
you know . we cannot ‘eat. food prepared by"‘ non=

‘ b.,eliev\e‘rs'»;"\. ‘.‘._":Why.,;""_that,'«s simple,": Jim replied, "bring

your; ewn servant, let--him prepare your:food and
serve ;YOU':"-‘«»:;"‘\ﬂd;:;aft the . inaugu‘ral: mee‘f‘ing"‘, among -

- the dozen o .more . nationalities. making  up' the
membership,- were these. two- . smiling .-Moslems;a

M_oslem -.servant;:behind. . their ,7;:tha-iE,S_';a%%~ésIn -other paces
Jim got over ‘the’ difficulty "of certain conflic;cihg’
religions - by not ‘having either beef or .pork served
at ~.->.»the‘;;.Robtaﬁy. luncheon::"He can .see no-reason for
HQt'»maklng‘_conc;es's;; n when;n‘éc‘e'ssary.'-f" / e

Rotary.. ‘lunche‘o’n i “ :Maelaya: would look strange

“to: you. -You .would note: -a” variety -indress with

some at the table wearing hats,:for with the Mos—

lem, it:.would be:-an act .of :‘discourtesy to:.appear:

among - friends -uncovered, - while- with.. the others.
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it would be equally discourteous ‘to wear-a hat.

The : cute, bob . haired, often: pretty Chinese women
of Hong Kong and Shanghai in - their =~ attractive
costumes of silk or brocade - a compromise between .
European and Chinese styles - are now frequently
seen on the streets, in the theatre or on thé dance
floor, with their. Chinese: husbands or ‘male friends,
often handsome men; and generally in European
clothes..:A few. years ago a Chinese woman- and
man: never appeared together in public. The woman’
walked :several paces behind::if .on the street. There
are ‘many Chinese nmembers -of the -six clubs now
in. China: “Dr. "Fong See, a  talented 'Chinese, is
president of the 'Sanghai “club, and- Dr. Tso, one
of . the . leaders::.in ' the " Chinese’ commuity, “is" the

incoming president of ‘the Hong Kong club." Chinese .

are available in many classifications.

The gentle, dignified, sweet little ladies of Japan,
I ‘am: thankful to say, still" cling to their kimonos
for they are. delightfully picturesque in.them. Baro-
ness: Togo, lovely ‘wife -of the president of the Tokyo:
Rotary  club,* her’ arms - filled -with - flowers, ~was
at' the. station early in the morning- to: greet 'us:
There were many opportunities tomeet the  other
Rotary i ladies;  including: a Japanese Geisha' party,
arranged. - by:~the: Rotary: “Governor Yoneyama at
the exclusive  Maple ‘Leaf " club.Jim unfortunately
~was. toorill:to go,but my: daughtersand I'-enjoyed.
it immensely.. I relished ‘every Japanese -dish, even'

the raw fish.-Perhaps’ you are horrified at the sugges-

tion “of - raw :fish;yet-you eat raw oysters, andy
if ~the ~same "seasoning "is ' used ‘they -taste ‘much
the same. SRR T TR R R TR IR A e Do

One dayi‘?wh}ile~>‘v’isi,tin»g at! the - ) a
Rotarian in Kyoto, the . engaging ‘young ~daughter
«came in. She has recently returned from New York

where she "had.-been visiting a ‘married sister and
was" dressed -in ‘chic~ European sports clothes.’ She “
~ expressed the: hope ‘of .coming ‘to ‘Canada.: soon,
so--I::told ‘her=she must come to:see us. "Will your.
mother. be:with you: ?' 1 askeds:She threw an.arm:

t
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ome of a Japanese

aﬁectlonately gbout_!\er sweet, refined little mother,
::"xwgi?marl:)wpoiﬂs:?y Dfilfjcg-five, -and la‘ughihglfy ‘asked:
’ + bavidson, I ask
A ’ ‘ you why should
very mosdue(i'r:] ?(r)] n?g, old ‘ladry.\"mth me ?" It sounded
(\j)&;:t ghd find many cha_t_n.ges in Japan. The business
dis rict. .of the  big cities. ‘especially Tokyo, with
arge. modern - blocks - and motor, car coné‘estion
Sl'g'?td be one of a dozen -Oor more cities . in the
L liu ed States. The nine Rotary clubs in Japan
lh € our clubs here, are largely of native member-’
is ip. l‘The Japanese.: take: to Rotary readily, have
arge' attendance averages and -maintain ‘a: high
degrge_-,of_ efficiency.” They can fill almost ev‘eg'
classification with their own, peoplé. L v

Now, the lesson in  all this. mingling. with Tocbe
Egyptians, Arabs, Persians, Indian gM'oglérvxlth‘HTivrl:gllj:?
Burmese-,; Javanese, -Siamese," Chinese. “and- ,Ja ane‘se"
and European residents  in the East: - ‘my hgsband
made. some 2200 calls onthem -in-all' - is"‘that:
with each “nationality,  one - finds ‘some virtues vthéft,
we -and . the others: lack." No nation .and no --ra'cé
has a- monopoly: of all that. js good and desirable.
Nong 4 monopoly: of all  the ‘defects: ‘If .an »'A's'.iati“c.' :
lpoks - Strange. and’ eccentric  to us, --ybu ma ~ré$t
assured that we appear 'in the same light tc); h1m
If "he irritates us, we irritate him to the same.'
degree, only he is generally too courteous to show
it. We  of the West in our interracial contacts
are often lacking in the good manners that many’

‘Asiatics possess.

Unfortunately, in many countries in Asia the edu-

_cated Asiatic is availablé in very few classifications.

Jim favours a widenin ] ificati
videning of the classification rules
that a larger number of desirable nationals in the

East may be available for Rotary.

Jim  sends this message to you. Nowhere. in the
world can Rotary render a greater service than
In Asia, where so much racial antagohism - exists
Rotary is badly needed there. Do not encburage.
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unnecessary and  crippling rules. _Simplify‘ rather
than complicate your procedure. ST

"Oh, ‘East is East and West is West and never the

twain shall meet" has been dinned into' the ears

of the world since Kipling penned those lines ‘in
1889. They say the devil can cite. scripture for
his purpose. Likewise, those quoting the memorable
passage . seldom ,bother to finish. the verse which
has an especial significance for you Rotarians
gathered at this Convention: : S

"BL& there | i‘slgme’ither East-v‘nor.', West, nor border-,
nor breed, nor birth, R Sl
"When t“;o, strong. men stand to face though  they
come from the ends of the earth". . ‘

President ‘Pascall,concluding - the sessi'qn Saldi ’"We‘
have ' read - -with -appreciation the “written - word,
but the spoken word we heard this morning out-
weighs it all with its charm. We' are - deeply gr&fceful.
to . Mrs. Davidson for her delightful vadc_lress, and
-we: receive: Jim's message in - terms: which 1 can
cordially endorse “with.'my recent experience, ~.w1’gh
great gratitude, and send back through Mrs. Davidson
“to. Jim -our ‘cordial - greeting " to “him  and our best
wishes: for. good. health. He -also introduced Mat:)ory
to the audience. - - ChT S e

80

- extracts -of the" messages as-

1929-30

xi Rotary’s Homage to a Leader

The -strain “of Jim Davidson's - journey and
hard ..work Under adverse .conditions ‘'in Asia sapped
his ‘energy and undermined  his ' health. In"spite “of
all' the tender care and nursing by’ Lillian and Mar-
jory - Jim passed ‘away ~on July 18, 1933 after g
valiant struggle. The -sad news was immediately
relayed by telegrams and letters by Ches Perry,
Secretary - of Rotary - ‘International,  to the' four
corners of the Rotary. world. International press .

- also: gave wide coverage of ‘the news: -

Condolence messages - poured in- by ~telegrams -and
letters: from'Rotary leaders of . ™many -lands and
from Rotary clubs around the world and from. per-
sonal friends of the Davidsons. I ‘give below selected

! s they ‘are too:numerous
to ' be “included “in' full;” Thest “messages reveal the
various: facets of Jim's ‘character and-careet. They
are. reproduced ‘as ‘they are ‘so -that: the - force of
their appéal ‘may not be' diliited. SR ‘

GUY AND- ANN GUNDAKER;, R.I.' President- 1923-24
What-can I'say to:you dear people: to let ‘you ‘know
how deeply: Guy'i and 1 feel about Jim's passing.
A martyr- to ‘Rotary is what he will always be to
us.. You have-struggled so valiently "to “be “all . in
all and"to bringhim" back to health-that' it seems
cruel " to have him:“pass:in _“hji»s*"p}r—'ime‘. CIf there Uis

now or ever shall be anything be it great or small

that Guy or'I ‘can do, pléase let us know. The happy
memories of - our. few days - together will always
be one of life's: hill ‘tops “for: us. Our'-dearest “and
best to you both. = COE TR Ta s i e

SIR  CHARLES' ‘A.- ‘MANDER; ~PRESIDENT RIBI

I' was* only privilegéd o meet hirm 'on'‘one’‘oecasion,
y privileg ,
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when we ~were _starting off on . our. r turn home
last June, but 1 will dlways recollect with pleasure
that brief talk which we had, which gave an insight
into his type and qualities, and convinced me that
Rotary International chose well when they deputed
him to undertake his ‘great task in the Eastern
hemlsphere. We shall always  feel- that in laying
the . foundation stone for, the Rotary movement:
in- the Eastern reglons, he performed one of the
most. outstandmg acts.-of -service for the movement
" and in so- domg forfelted his life. : S

SYDNEY W. PASCALL, R.I. PRESIDENT 1931 32

Jlm s passmg has brought me much sadness. Although
I had not met him Very often our friendship goes
back. a long way now - .and. it . is .one: of my . very
valued- possessmns, for. I feel that nothmg can take
1taway. TR Can et SE

.‘I was happy to follow 1n your footsteps 1n the East
-and was .d great debtor, benefitting . by the . fme
atmosphere you: had created No - one, who “has

not . had- the advantage that [ have of v151t1ng Jlm S
, lubs,}, can. have the least. conceptlon of the .great
work he d1d, and. of the handlcaps amld whlch he

laboured HlS work in the East and earller in Aus-
tralla and New Zealand was unlque.,l doubt 1f

‘ pressmn
left “a;

‘ny P op‘“ loved and
Ve sdne tithe dre sympathlslng w1th you. -

' ent mahy yearsv oh" tHe l:’?relgn tensmh-

' .;prbbably Khow. It w_p"

“mitee wlth Jith as . yol

‘Jlm

: r and who :
e' j.w rk was merely' hls outward ex-f \
e 1 i ade & friend who

pleasure: and privilege to know hlm, and the services
which you and he " rendered to" Rotary durmg the
two years abroad were one of the greatest contrl-
butions to the organisation by any ‘one.,

ARHUR H. SAPP R.I. PRESIDENT 1927-23

Slnce Los Angles Convent1on I have known Jim
more ot less 1nt1mately. I‘; ‘recall followmg that
Cohventlon v151t1ng you  and him &t -your horme
in the - company of V1v1an Carter and a number
of other Rotarlans. ‘ : L

s "un" C nquerable soul" ' w111 travel on in the
remarkable achlevements of hlS llfe. Sl

JOHN NELSON R.I. PRESIDENT 1933 34

- “be’‘Fepldced ‘in 'R ; af
more than he can 1n your, own - llfe. I cotint it
pr1v1lege M‘_to have known h1m and to have been

as the ‘mail from those' who prized his
_1red and loved the man:




and their expressions given to you by the hundreds
will help you bear up. in your present trouble.

CLINTON P. ANDERSON R.I. PRESIDENT 1932- 33

Of course  you . realise : better ;than most - people
.how well .1 knew Jim and how much I thought of
him. I .think one of the finest things he ever said
to me came up at the time 1 visited you in Van-
couver after the Seattle Convention. He remarked
that. from his stand _point he was as-well satisfied
to have me be President, Rotary International,
as to hold the position himself because he knew
how sympathetlc I was toward the -work he ‘had
done .in the Orient. and the Levant, - -and. that I would
do my - best to carry out hlS thoughts and plans.

Many thlngs w1ll be wrltten to you pralsmg the

accomphshments of Jim . in. the  establishment -of

Rotary in Australia and. New Zealand on. his. - flt‘St
tr1p as a missionary for the .movement, and - .also
in. praise of -the wonderful devotion .to the cause
which. he.. dlsplayed on the tr1p which you all ‘made
together., L I SR P ERR LT

He was one of the most 1nterest1ng characters
I -have ever. met, one of the: most’ sacr1f1c1ng mission-
aries. our.-movement .ever . had, and . as fine a. friend
as. a man, could ask. There w1ll be few who w1ll
" miss him:more:. than I. w1ll. T

FRANK L.MULHOLLAND RI. PRESIDENT 191#—15

The news of Jlm s passmg w1ll be recewed w1th'
sorrow by thousands of ‘his friends;scattered through— :

out -the: world. -You and. Mar)ory .are fortunate -in
a iway:.in ‘that you-.can look-back into-. .the;. past
and ‘bring . up. so many beautlful memories- of : ‘your
cooperation: with-:Jim .whenhe;.was livi

will' find: consolation ‘that: wvery: few .women left
as: you have been left have:. been pr1v1leged to renjoy.
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g. hlS event-
ful and helpful life. - Time can. never erase these',
pleasant memories, and perhaps out of them you

WILL R. MANNIER JR. R.L. "PRESIDENT 1936-37

Jim and Will" have always at Rotary gathermgs,
been - room mates. They were District: Governors
together. He writes: When T received word that
Jim was gone, Tom ' List, the incumbant Governor

- of New Zealand, was v151t1ng me here' in Nashville;

and the news of Jim's passing cast a shadow over
us. both. I recounted to Tom all the many- intimate
details  of my association ' with Jim and Tom told

‘me. many - stories ~of ' what Jim's Rotary work’ in

New . Zealand had meant to men in those - islands
and of the" respect and affection in which’ Jlm was
held there. s

Of all the men 1 have . known, I belleve that Jim's
life was the fullest and most ‘aburidant; and that
I know must be a consolation .to you ‘and Mar]ory\
as it is' to me. When I think of all the' good come
to the far. places of ‘the world through Jim, 1 feel
that’ you -and. Marjory and I, as well as Jim hlmself
must be content. .

NITISH,"C.""-LAHARR?" R.. PRESI'DENT ~l962‘-6’3’

It ‘was from Doug Howland" I managed to get your
address and I ‘am hastemng to say how terribly
grleved I feel "about :‘our 1rreparable loss. ‘Dear
old "Jim ‘was one of - God's best and accordmgly
it has pleased ‘Him to' take him away from ‘us so
early. “I' can easily realise - ‘how' you -and Marjory
must be feellng his loss. One of “the:'‘my most trea-
sured possessions is the photograph Wthh was
taken durlng your visit to Calcutta. '

‘G FRED BIRKS SYDNEY NSW AUSTRALIA

The two men I loved in: Rotary ‘and felt very close
to were Jim and Charles Rhodes and now there

‘is ‘a great ‘blank in my - life so you will know how

I can sympathlse with yoy and Mar]ory.

Today at the Sydney club luncheon President John

')‘Duncan paid a great tribute to Jim and yourself.
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E.W. FRAZER, TOKYO ‘

| do wish to pay my tribute of love, admiration
and respect ‘to the memory . of your husband whom
I have counted as .one of my ideals of men .and
a good friend.. I ‘will remember the days he spent
at our house:in Yokohama when he came up from
Formosa. HlS cheery and 0pt1m15t1c soul was  an
1nsp1ratlon .and  the. c1rcle of friends has l1terally
gone around the world. He is be1ng mlssed by every
Rotarlan, and hls memory w1ll long endure.

EDWIN ROBINSON SECOND VICE PRESIDENT RI.

It was a -terrible shock to learn of your sad loss.
In. common w1th many .thousands; of Rotarlans thro—
oughout the world, I had .come. to look upon Jim
as. the finest . Roman of - them all and _ his passmg
has left not . only Rotary but.. the world, a_ poorer
place. _just  wanted to tell you, .how we grieve
with you and to ‘assure you. and Mar]ory our. deepest
sympathy. .

WALTER MALCOLM, BELFAST NORTTHERNIRE]J;AND

At thls t1me you w1ll want : the sympathy and thou—
ghts of all your frlends to support: you in your
grief. [ don't know 1f Jlms call was altogether
unexpected but no_. you w111 feel deeply
his leaving you. ., Anz :
I mourn -with., you,,,,
the burden greater than you can bear. .

H. SINDING LARSEN GOVERNOR 67 DISTRI("T
OSLO, NORWAY

Norweglan Rotary part1c1pate “in your ‘ mourmng
~ over. the passing away of; your husband fellow Ro—
.~.tar1an, James w. Dav1dson. ) : . .

: Happy the man who can leave after a long day
 of good Rotary work

Is. ']ust to let you. know '

~when we shall hope to see you and Mar;ory.‘ Wlth

: HOSEF STEFAN ROTARY CLUB OF KUNTA HORA,

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

It has been a sad surprise to(read about Jim David-
son's having. left you and the. big. Rotary famlly
for ever. We, Rotarians of Kunta Hora, have. spent
many ‘a -pleasent half- hour -in readlng your interesting
articles about: far. away. countrles, where - your. hus-
band and: you. were doing so much successful work
for Rotary. ‘He thus built the ‘most beautlful monu-
ment for hlmself wherever Rotarlans w1ll meet.

CLARENCE E KERR

In the passing of your dear husband I felt that
I have lost a very valued frlend. I know, only too
well ]US't ‘how your heart 1s achlng for- on\ly those
who' have been at the cross of sorrow. can’ fully
sympathlse. Mr. Dav1dsonfs 'life’ was’ lived for others
and the dear wife and- daughter We have o’ r

ries for the years to come’ wh1ch W help over
the rough roads ‘all” must travel. 'May our Father
be w1th you in your great sorrow.

JEAN CAV.: NDISH -MANCFHI:.STER

Mr. Davr son w1ll be greatly mlssed by us -all. and,
we: both feel that we. have lost a- real, frlend Letters .
are not much use but this does 1ndeed take our
real sympathy to you both. We had a very mterestlng

klndest regards to you both from us both.

DAVID J ‘SPINETTO : BUENOS/ AIRES

Even when'I ‘h not the' pleasure to know personally
Mr." Dav1dson, '1t was“ ‘well” known for ‘Rotarians
throughout the *~‘world ™ his - great” enthu51asm and
service  for the ‘exten "'of ‘Rotary~ and” “his 1deal
of  good - will, ‘tole and ~ ln'ternatlonal amlty.
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KLANG AND COAST ROTARY CLUB; KLANG,
SELANGOR, F.M.S. N -

Before the tea commenced the President asked
all members and guests to stand for a few moments
in honour of ‘the late Mr.: James Davidson, the
‘Rotarian International Commissioner who was mainly
responsible for the formation ' of - the Kland and
Coast Rotary club. -To Mrs: Davidson and her  daugh-
ter “we -offer. our. most heart felt sympathy.’ Jim
Davidson' was a mighty force in Rotary and Rotary
has lost one of its best sons in dear Jim.

A.L. HERPS, MELACCA

It . seems as yestefday _sir‘\ce‘, you_fhfee,. with S‘i‘hfga-. '

pore as your head- quarters, were doing such wonder-
ful - work in Malaya, the Dutch East’ Indies and
Siam., We know " that it  was. the strain of those
years in India and the Far East that led to your

_beloved husband's physical breakdown. .

We here and many .t‘hovusands, elsewhere, who were
~led by his teaching and example ‘to'do "less for
self and more for others, are determined that
his" passing early “in‘ the ‘cause ‘of Rotary-will make
- us “bettetr'Rotarians with ‘more service ‘before self.
b, GNARLER AND UFFORD, JAVA, DUTCH EAST
My husband and I both want to sbay how very much

we feel for you and your daughter in the sad.loss
you have sustanined. I know what a devoted two

you. . were and.; therefore it must be. a great blank

in _your- lives. We. had: been, far away from- home

on.a trip and only. just heard of this yesterday.

1..hope my  letter will reach you safely, We are
leaving Java at the end of .the year and going back
to Holland for good I suppose. We send you both

our sincere sympathy once again. :
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_ be on my miind

MURIEL GAMMONS, KUALA LAMPUR =

We are both terribly sorry to hear of your sad
news and would like to send our sincerest sympathy

to you and Marjory in your great sorrow.
C.G. SAVAGE GORDON NSW AUSTRALIA

Though your ‘dear “one has been called from this -
life, his work and influence will “never die  and
may you gain great help from ‘the fact ‘that your
husband's life  was one of service for his  fellow
men “and he - has ‘now been called to- his reward.

I "look “back upon the' short stay I had ‘with you
good people and “count it*an honour’ and privilege
to have made: acquanitance of such dear people.
The time T spent_ with you  was of the happiest
I experienced in my splendid ‘trip to your beautiful
country ‘and - will “ever bring back to ‘me" pleasent
memories. - R S R I R

HARPER JOY, SPOKANE -

What a beaqjci-_f:gl, service 'that was for d‘e_ér old -
Jim.  The beautiful ‘chapel - looked ~with flowers,

~ the pipe organ playing Handelo Largo and the singer

’wh‘O'“tfenderéd “Peace aloné’“made it'a ‘great 'service.
The “world "will. not soon’ ffo'l"f*g}etfv"‘ Jim = our Jim.
It was'a mighty sad:duty but ‘1.feel sure Jim's
great work in: the vale ‘of tears’will live  on - for
many- ‘years and that® his *‘influence in this world
for good-will'not soon be ‘forgotten. 1-only- have
one regret. about Jim “and‘ that is the’ fact “that
I did not knowhim sooner. His sunny smilé - ‘will -

RS

ELY'E. PALMERS *

I felt certain’ that he 'would be withus for‘a long
time and continue “to “play an ‘important’ folé “in
the " promotion of * a* better understanding ’ between
the various: peoples - of “the “world ‘to whom'*he' was;
as his memory will -always be, such an inspiration.
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I realise how inadequate mere words . are at;, such
a tlme, but 1.do want to offer Mrs. Palmers' and
my condolences to you and Mar]ory,_.

/RUDo"LPH BRUC'Ef o

My heart goes out -to . you - and Marjory.. .in ‘heart
felt sympathy ‘this ‘sad, sad day. The tragic news
has. given a .great -shock.. I know how devoted you
all were to one; another ‘and can realise what his
passing will. mean to you. May a merc1ful Providence
help to sustain and comfort you dear Mrs. Davidson.
At least you have the memory of a great ‘and un-
selfish citizen to comfort for surely he did great
service:in promotlng a spirit of fellowship throughout

the. world He. atleast ‘has not. lived in . vain and_

“he . has left behlnd him. an endurmg,.monument in
the . hearts of - the peoples of ‘many..lands. It was
kmd of you 1nv1t1ng me ::to. act Aas an 'honarary pall
bearer.,, My .poor eyes make in. dlfflCul't 1o travel
alone and ‘Mrs. Bruce was unable to come at ~such
short notice. 1 should "have wished to pay my last
respects to one for whom I. had a great admiration
and whose frlendshlp was: so . much - valued by me.

BUNNY LoY, AND THE GIRLS, CALGARY L

hlm, to share in., h1' »p

personal ‘contact, is a hlng we. have all prlzed andr

valued..| How much;. ),greater an experlence Lllllan
to have llved w1th him: :~11ke you have. - R

As we grow older we llve in the past in. memorles
-and Lillian  what a glorious record to think of .is

“that of Jlms act1v1t1es. All' over  the: -world - hlS i

name  will - be revered, honoured and remembered
CIteds comfortmg 1 am sure to.- know: that ;you :have
done.. -everythl' . that is- hurmanly. - posmble., There
2 Y0U have «done;-all- and mote than
any w1fe and compamon could do.

| HARRYII HERT,_BERG $

,In our., small orgam

EQWARD WICKER, JERUSALEM |

I shall  never forget my happy- assoc1at10n w1th

- Jim Davidson in' those days when the Jerusalem

club. was coming into being. -1 greatly admired the
fine tact and courtesy he showed towards divergent
groups of people in . Jerusalem. . And 1. recall with

- joy our - weeks together around the walls of the

new Jerusalem, which is above. 1 am sure that
this good fellowshlp must carry on to the llfe that
lies beyond death. : : :

SAM REAT, ’AMERICAN, ’CONSULAR SERviCE,
CALGARY g SR L

It was my great pr1v11ege to express to you all
the ‘onerous and delicate service rendered to . Rotary .
International by dear Jlm - and he sacrlflced hlS
life to Rotary e E ‘

An expressmn of the loss to the world of Rotary
lnternatlonal would be 1mp0551ble to 1nd1te.,~

'JOHN T. SYMES LOCK PORT NY

Never in. all my llfe d1d I feel more helpless.‘ I

. dont know what .to say. You know how my famlly

and I loved Jlm. You know what wonderful t1mes

he and I had together: and later . how dellghted ‘we
_were - to have had  the pr1v11ege of travelling to-

,gether. Jlm was a wonderful man, as you all know.
He ‘was’ genume, true and loyal “He-'was thoroughly
devoted to the best-‘there'is in' Adife.- In fact, I have

'always felt that he gave more than anyone else

I know to " and’ yet ‘it seemed - to be hlS Joy.

on . of ‘Q cus Fans he Wlll
be smcerely mourned.;and of " course,. Rotary has
lost one of its greatest members..I feel personally

,vthat I have lost a dear friend.



NEAL JONES, LOS ANGELES RECORD L.A. ‘
S0

We just learned of the ' terribly sad news. It is
a tremendous shock to us. We learned to love Jim
and hoped to have him for many years. 1 should
have written him again after the visit of ‘the circus
here, but do ‘hope he received that letter o.k. Please

»accept our sympathy._

SRAHAM HALL, NASHVILLE' TEN

No one can contemplate the service Jim rendered
to ‘make relations happier - throughout “the world
without - experiencing gratitude, reverence for the
life of such a man, and the fact' that you shared
ln hlS accompllshments should sustaln you. ‘

SYED J. HARBUTT AUCKLAND ROTARY C‘LUB
NEW ZEALAND »

As the founder of this. and other New ‘Zealan:dv

Rotary clubs, his memory remains ever-green with
our old members and there are many members
_in the club who counted him ‘a - personal friend.
- Your husband's ‘many intimate friends in Auckland
and* throughout New Zealand, ~are grieving - with
you ‘in “your-* ¥ "f‘*Truly Rotary has suffered
a ‘severe lgss’ “in‘"one  whose’ activities exempllfled
to the full l'tS otto 'serv1ce b 'o’re self'

HUGH BRYAN, DISTRICT GOVERNOR 55TH DIS—
TRICT, NATAL, SOUTH . AFRICA '

You w1ll have recelved many trlbutes, ‘I know,_

from those who- had the privilege of your: late hus-
band's: frlendshlp and the gift of his affection and
how great was that affection 1 ‘learnt ‘when I-was
at Victoria and at Seattle last year, where I had

the good fortune ‘to ‘hear . “you, who has: known his.

worth - more: 1nt1mately than” any: one, speak of
his work for- Rotary and for the world ;
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DUG HOLLAND WRITING FROM SHANGHAI

My memory of. Jlm is: a very treasured one and
his *kindness to-'me has been so great, it's-a terrible
thing to feel that his cheery smile will not: be
there to greet me when I get home. '

HlS llfe was such a full one and hlS

valuable -contribution, to .Rotary has beesneslogymigg
apprec1ated. He has left .a lot of friends ‘who ,Speak
SO warmly of him and ‘who cherlsh such fond memo-
ries of . him,. .Every where 1 meet men ‘who enqu1red
‘and were so glad to get news of him.

Ww. B. DARKER GOVERNOR 76TH ’XDISTRI
CT =
TRALIA wrltlng from ‘SAN FRANSISCO. i AUSl

Mr. Stewart just notlfled me of ' |
your reat loss
by the:death of your: l_)eloved ‘husband ang T desire
on behalf of the Rotaryﬁ?clubs ofr Australla to tender
the1r smcere sympathy. ST -

A G. BOSMAN 9 IEIDEN HOLLAND

I have taken before me the llttle card you sent
us one Xmas day - w1th the llttle plcture taken 1n
yourvmusm oo_m, w1th the; plpe organ in -
‘ cture "was so . nice” and clear

as!_taken of you all , :

ANNIE RHCDES NEW ZEALAND

I have ]ust heard of the passmg of y' ‘dear huy'sband |
after his long “illness. Words cannot express all
L feel for ‘you havmg“gpassed through the same., great
loss myself a:fe Qonths ag‘ e : -

.ISTANLEY LE-’VERTON LONDON NWI '.

A . e: gentleman I count
it as: “one of m llfes prlv1leges that.:.I knew
him and- could, call: hlm tafriends It is-no: empty -

s
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statement to ' say that he gave his life for Rotary
as the two years tour in the East definitely’ took
~ its toll- on  his  health. I shall- ralways marvel at
’the ;way - that the three of: you dear people stood
up to it. S . SEREER

WILFRID ANDREWS SITTINGBOURNE, ENGLA’ND
I have met h1m on ‘a number of occasxons, ‘but

d not be called one of his_ intimate
<L was, however,a Coni ant ad-

frlends in "Ro
mirer “of his great
. orie .cannot help bt feel that the recent sad’évent
“is in no. small measure attributable to the industry
and devotion :whichihe displayed :in: that' great .tour
of Rotary enterprise: :which:
vant and the Far East. o

The great success of th Rotary movem-ent s din
no small measure’. attributatble to: the vast! amount
.of voluntary service  which .has been = contributed
to us from all quarters - contributions that - have
arlsen from' the .inbred; de51re -existent, sdn most

to dlsplay arid to » ecelve frlendshlp from all

,,,,,,,,,,,

undoubtedly left it
rces, and now - you
loss, but he has b
amongst the many, who through hlS mfluehce Have

ervice to our movement, and»

e rengaged in the Le- .

_ natlonal

- proud to Ct llv-.,a' frlend

1o overshad :
grati de’ ow. every thmg else. i does hve on,

to cherlsh as. one travels w
est - th1nk1n -of -
one hopes to meet 'on the other 51de' g those

W.H. LOVERING HAMILTON: ROTARY CLUB |

It was my good fortune to have worke
while 1 was Chaltman of “the Canadlacr[1 Wﬁigvlsjol:n
Qommlttee. We were together m Quebec - he ha)s,
been( a"lo_‘vely _g’uest at my € - and my memorles
~ Meetings and. chummy talks . will

always remain - w1th me, I
iR Rota 20 hnow what " a, loss he

EDWARD""‘UNWIN INTERNATIONAL s ol
MITTEE, LONDON DISTRICT ERVICE CoM-

Please accept my sincere sympathy in o
loss. - He' will be greatly mlssgd g’y thczlusuarnd%,reglc
Rotarlans throughout ‘the worlid. "He leaves: behird
1im a record of: achlevement “and his - memory will
always remam green’ i thi annals of Rotary Inter—

1 dd £ hl‘d} ha\}e_ bect
oD di
frlend of m1ne. , ’eel t at;?,}.he was.a

The lmm'edlate sense of loss ls SO keen as to seem

though for all of us who

hlm ‘well

, Yy ‘can ‘tike ote
_f,yoiJr close assoc1atlon

PR SIDENT RotARY cluB OF R Ndbof\r ;-

'_Thls Cll.lb s one of those fodrlded l:y your husbahd

oty
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on his Eastern trip and most of the: present members

~ have pleasant memories  of his strong and. kindly

personality, and we have our own part in the wide-
spread sorrow Wthh his death: will ‘'occasion.

THEODORE"TO‘RGESUN, ESTEVAN, SASK

1 will remember the first time that 1 saw Jlm after

his return “from the Orlent. As your boat arrived
at’ Vancouver I reallsed that his’ strength had been
sapped, but it ‘'was not until long afterward that
I really understood how much Jim has “given of
his - _health .in. making.. his unparalled . contribution
toRotary. T L R

ART: MCGUIRE CALGARY

1 had become somewhat used to hlS gomg.from :

our- midst: -in the: latter :years -.but always happy

“in-the thought he ‘was doing big-things but would.
soon be back to afford us the opportunity to. grasp

his hand, see his smile, listen- to his 1nfect10us
chuckle and again lay our offerings of “deep’ appre-
ciation for what he was doing for the 'other fellows'.
The other fellows‘ Suchwas his life: and ~joy and
there iss;:no - doubt:  his - life -was: : shortened ‘by-..the

carrying out of ‘his ideals. I do not expect to meet
his like in the span of llfe Wthh may be in front ’

of M.t o

s’cfAfi,iEfT,Ti,‘; CALGARY et

The memory'} of ‘his’ achlevements and the ;‘knowledge
of the “esteem in which he will live in the minds

of his friends .will.I. hope ‘be a source of consola—z

tlon and deep pl"lde to you.

96

A.G. ELLIS, BANGKOK

Some very nice thlngs were said about Mr. Dav1dson
at our Rotary meeting today, the first since we
heard the sad news and they were all ‘meant, as
he ‘rhade a host of friends here in the East. Resolu-
tions were adopted. .

A.B. JORDAN, MALAYA

It may help you to know how much all who came
into contact with Jlm in’ Malaya feel for you in
your . grief.: All of ‘us in the Rotary clubs in Malaya
feel that when Jim passed on we lost a dear friend,
one of the outstanding men amongst those we - have
known. I need not stress to -you the nob1l1ty of
his character, his devotion to great and good causes,'_'
his self-sacrifice, his determined personality.” -We
are all tremendously grateful to him for bringing
the torch of" Rotary to Malaya and thus, inter
alia, showmg us one way of improving the relations

_amongst the varlous peoples of this polyglot land

KENNETH MAC KENZIE, AUCKLAND;‘-NEW ZEA-

. LAND

Your husband s name w1ll always be held in affectlon
in Rotary in New =zealand as in so many other
regions of the world. He was one of the heroes
of Rotary the more .so for his last great odyssey

1n A51a.

One of the happlest recollections of my. w1fe and
myself is the wonderful week ‘we spent’ in Calgary
in 1925 when you and Jim showed us so much klnd-

"ness and made our stay there unforgettable.

S. KENDRICK ‘GUERNSE“Y' R‘.I. PRESIDENT 1947-48
First let me  say that™ you and Jim - always have

been among our ‘most treasured friends. We w1ll
never forget the most 1nt1mate detalls of 'your
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4 -‘rather  than -at the bottom in establishing Rotary

delightful  visit: with-us - many years ago.... In':New.
Zealand and Australia we ran across Jim's- track
so many times it was almost like meeting him

again: “And. how well he and Layton Ralston builded.

I -am most appreciative, and all of Rotary should

be eternally ' grateful that ‘these two men laid the

foundatlons of Rotary in those dominions ‘as they

d1d

You no doubt recall that they started at the top

clubs.--And that wise practice has paid great divi-
dends. The. clubs in' "those two countrles .are. among
the : strongest in all Rotary, and [ say without fear
of contradlctlon that Rotarians . there . practlce
Rotary “more. 1ntently and . intensively than in any
other area of the Rotary world... -

I w1sh I knew thlS year where I could fmd another
man such as Jim to carry Rotary .to some other
areas where it is so desparately needed. It takes
a particular ‘type of gentleman to carry the message.
‘as Jim did and plant it firmly and make it grow.
A paid organiser can't do it, nor can a man of
ordmary ablllty..... SR : , L :

L.L LAWLER CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS
SIN APORE ',

Mr. " av1dson was a very well respected man, and
whenever 1 v151t the various clubs in’ these parts,
I'nearly always hear some complimentary reference
to _himself as a man and to his work as a Rotarian.
As - ~you. know, it was through his Splendld efforts
that™ our clubs were establlshed throughout the
East. ' :

,

HENRY JAMES GUTHRIE DUNEDIN N Z

You have 1ndeed lost a good mate and . Rotary as:
a “whole has -also ‘lost a wonderful supporter. You
have, however, left the. memory of the wonderfully

spent together.

BEN R. GELLING, DISTRICT GOVERNOR SYDNEY
AUSTRALIA

To show how well known Jim's name is in Australla,u

L'mterestmg time of your llfe that you two have~ :

I have just received -advice from the Bundaberg:

club in North Queensland that the Dlrectors passed

a vote of condolence w1th the famlly.

Although he was. w1th us- here for- only about a
week, and part” of “his. time he: was laid up.-in. bed, -

it is remarkable what-a gracious' 'memory: Jim"left -

behind him. He was such a lovable fellow;:

Duncan’ of -Sydney club  very grac1ously honoured
Jim's memory at the weekly meetmg on" tuesday~
last. e -

COM MERCIAL ATTACHE,

U S.
COMMERCE SHANGHAI

At the meetlng followmg the recelpt of the sad

message we the members of Shanghai Rotary club

~and e
somehow: he had the -gift of making:every one feel
towards him -as a personal friend. President .John--

g

DEEARTMENIzoE :

'stood in silent meditation out of respect to the

memory of Jim 'Davidson. Yes, he made a. greatf:"
impression upon our members as he did" on ‘men
wherever he went. ‘He was one of those magnetlc_“‘

personalltles who ~wins

so- 1nt1mately.... :

EARL S. BEESON ROTARY CLUB OF MCMINVILLE

OREGON

and holds friends” -easily.
I presume I am one ‘of the few res1dents here ‘who "

It was my pr1v1lege to represent our club and the

Willamette Valley at your home:coming -in’ iVancouver: : -
 two years ago where I learned to'love and respect
that wonderful man who has passed ‘on..: Although -

he “has gone from:among ‘us his' message,-his: good "

will,

G

his fellowshlp, his ~abundance : of v1tallty Wikl . ‘-
live for ever; for as- long /as Rotary is teachmg .



what it is today, the monument of Jim Davidson's

influence and personality will be one of the pillar

stones of that work.

W.A. OSBORNE UNIVERS‘I,TY' OF MELBOURNE,
AUSTRALIA

The months that have .passed . have not lessened -

the feelmg of loss and I 'am still incapable of rea-
lising that so dynamic a personality could really
cease to exist. I had an opportunity at Melbourne
Rotary club of uttering an appreciation and voicing
our sense of. loss but I did not succeed as well
as I should have liked.

ELIZABETH B. PRICE 'vANcouyER '

Words are pretty poor comfort, but they are our
only ‘media through which we can let you know
that we have been thlnkmg of you both in these
dark hours. A fine tribute in CALGARY ALBERTAN
expresses. the high respect and regard. your late
husband had in Calgary "a good life lived - a good
flght fought"... I can only close with those comfort-
ing words. "To live in the hearts of those we have
left behlnd is never to dle"

~

RENA V. M‘cCUTCHEON, VANCOUVER

You will never know what a. marvellous inspiration
it has been for me to come in contact with your,
famlly. The courage w1th which you carried your.
heavy burden made my worries “look so trivial and
your kindness and thoughtfulness restored my faith
/n humanity. The memories you must have of your

~ life with Mr. Davidson will be. wells of consolation
to you. )

JH. HANNA SECRETARY, CALGARY BOARD OF
TRADE :

The councll of the Board adopted unanlmously
a. resolutlon of condolence. : :
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It was my privilege ‘to krow Jlm for ‘many years,
and I have happy recollections of trips we made
together some year ago to promote tourist traffic.
He was a great companion and seemed to have
friends wherever we went; who were delighted
to see him again. ' '

ANDREW DAVIDSON, MAYOR, CALGARY
It was my good fortune to be acquanlted w1th your

husband ever since- his arrival in Calgary -and he
was a man I admired very much. I know that mere

~words fail to- assuage your grief and wish to assure

you; not only personally, but as Mayor of the City
of “Calgary that Jim's passing is much regretted -
by -his leglon of frlends here.

W.R. SMALE PRESIDENT ROTARY CLUB OF EAST
LONDON SOUTH AFRICA '

The name of Jlm Davidson is. known to all Rotarians
oh account of the wonderful work which - he did
for the movement all over the world, and that
work will stand as his - monument among Rotarlans
of all time. ' ,

JAMES S. AYRE, ROTARY CLUB OF: ST. JOHN'S
NEW FOUNDLAND '

Jlm s sterling character is well known to all Rotarl-
ans. I was greatly interested in followmg the . tour
that you and your'daughter made with ‘him.in the
East. His ldss to you must be a severe one, as
it is to Rotary International, but I know that you
will have the sympathy of thousands who knew
and learned to love h1m.

CHARLES HERBERT WRIGHT, SECRETARY ROT—
ARY CLUB OF MERCED S

tIt has never been my:. prlvllege to personally know
Jim -Davidson, - but I ‘have follewed -him ‘with- very

great interest durlng the past ' eight or " ten:years.

- He certalnly has left a. legacy to all Rotary.
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GLYNDON; H: CROCKER} CORTLANDNY' 2

“¥Your - great consolatlon w1ll come - from that I—Ilgher
Powet whose . plan ‘your “husband  so courageously
" carried on and kept alive by action. We in Rotary
"have’ come ‘to think of Jim -as a ‘great Rotarian,
“exemplifying as he did a life of service because

- ‘he'~came- ‘to. his fellow men.as a :servant to and’

““not a master of. He is leaving behind a great- herit-
age of - wealth, world-wide frlendshlp, truly and
fully earned. ' »
LOUIS E STEINMANN ANTWERP BELGIUM

".“I need not. repeat to you how great is the admiration

‘of “every Rotarian for the man who gave his. best
“~to-‘Rotary -and who" always truly applied our motto

"service before self". His name will always stand
: out in letters of - gold in the annals of Rotary

ERNEST W DUNBAR Rl DIRECTOR (AMBRIDGE :

| MASSACHUSETTS

"f”Whlle I+ have ‘never- 'rnet him "face to face,” stlll

it “has been a privilege to know him and of his
- commendable contributions to Rotary and through,

; "Rotary to humamty.

Ever w111 his - life of ‘usefulness, his sacrlflce of

time and ‘health. be an inspiration to me. No words

" that ‘one ' can -write - -adequately express -the esteem

“invwhich Jim is held by Rotarians and - thousands

' 5:~,of others.

MANNY SEATTLE

better place to live and his- influence : will be

' 'for"""defl" ite reasons, and Jim was richly ‘endowed.
"'“’f;But*** bes £ all,” he -used his , ‘as. it was intended
““he” “should, ‘and demonstrated love,_ “kindness :and

_happlness every where. L e e L g L

P

ik ‘ow:' 'what' Jim -did for the  world" inu“making"it .

elt, for- a long time. *God gives us: certain qualities

- LELAND D.CASE, '-THE»ROTARIALNQ CHI.C’A-G@ N

1 .should llke to add my own. words to ‘the:; many"

you have received ~attesting . to Jim's true greatness

‘,rIndeed' ever since I heared. him report to the Board

of ,Dlrectors on his Far: Eastern mission,. he .was
been one. of my.own personal heroes.- Surely, few
men in this geheration have. packed more _adventure,
honour, and human helpfulness into their _lives
than he. B P

ROBERT E. HEUN RICHMOND, INDIANA |

-

Jim Dav1dson was one of the fmest men I have

ever known and as we ‘had ‘much .in commony due

to the: years we both spent in. the .Qrient. and: our

service in. Rotary together, my. affection reached
the pomt of more than frlendshlp....../». .

P e

As you have personally shared practlcally all of

Jim's . experiences in Rotary, in. ‘addition: to - .your

home life, you are going to have a splendld memory

. of your good husband. 1t is only in the feeling that

he. has' left behind him. thousands..of -friends. and
a splendld record . of achlevement that. Wlll compen—
sate you. in-any measure of .your. loss v

ED. SIMPSON PRESIDENT MONTEREY ROTARY‘
CLUB B e ,

As a Rotarlan and one who reallsed the worth of

Jim to Rotary -and humamty, 1 wish to say for

‘the. Monterey Rotary club and myself that.. we share

your . SOrrow. Rotary owes a . debt of gratltude to

"have done for Rotary You spoke for Jlm n such

a'.nice way.-at. the.meeting -of Rotary International
in Seattle. It is fine to have lived and to., be. mlssed

by the ones close to you, but what a “tine. . thlng-» :

it is- to-have lived and -been loved and.. remembered

by thousands for somethingworth while that was

wonderfully well' done. ‘We know .by the. mark Jlm
left that he-has been .on earth.; SRR R R '
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W.C. NICHOLS; MINNEAPOLIS, MINN
o : AN
Jim was a prominent man of international repute -
a man beloved by all and especially by his intimate
friends and his departure is a great blow and loss
to both Canada and USA. He was always thoughtful,
kind and' tolerant and had a smile for everyone -
& splendid example for others to follow. .

LAWRENCE S. AKERS, MEMPHIS, TENN.

Ore of the keenest pangs of sorrow that has ever
come into my life was today when I received a
letter from. ~Rotary International telling me of
the passing of Jim. Next.to Paul Harris himself,
Jim ‘was indeed one of the most beloved Rotarians
in the world. His passing leaves a void in the hearts
of literally thousands of loVers of life in its highest
and noblest aspect, for Jim was a living example
of all that is good and true in man.’ R

JOEL E: FERRIS, SPOKANE

No one has crossed my path in life who has left
such an -impression and memory of ' true friendship.
His varied qualities; great natural ability, generous
nature and the good accomplished; will enshrine
his' merhory 'in all-parts of the" world in' the minds
of thousands of friends. ‘ e

~ A.0."MAC RAE; VANCOUVER

Few men will be more 5m'iésed">:t'han " your “highly
‘ésteethed husband. 1 found him' most attractive be-

cause e was™ a genuine cosmopolitan with ~such -
wide interest and so well informed. Our world

can ilI" spare ‘such b'roadmihd‘ed"m‘eb with such inter-
‘national appreciation. R R
' LEONARD; SPOK ANE

The géhtle hand of time ‘Will héal the ‘woiind; Lillian

- but the wonderful- riemdties = you -have of the

1oy

.many happy years you and Jim had together will

ever be fresh and green in your memory.

I am" proud to have been one of Jim's friends. His
noble, unselfish soul, his simple kindness, his loving
nature; has begn wonderful to know.

- ALLEN STREET, OKLAHOMA CITY

Nothing- that 1 know of lately has touched me like
- his going, because as you know I have been asso- .
ciated with him ‘for a good many years in Rotary.
Those of us who have been in it a long time loved
Jim like rio one else. ' : E S

Jim's” memory and name will live for a good many
years because he has touched so many people down
life's high way and has been so helpful to them
that they will not scon forget him. I know of no
one individual who has done as much for humanity
as  Jim Davidson and I am sure you and Marjory
have a 'sympathetic, fond and proud memory to
carry with you: - R

PRESIDENT, ROTARY CLUB OF CALGARY

Jim ‘mearit so ‘miucH to the Rotary club of Calgaty
and to Rotary all over the world that the shock
of his passing has stunned us and just at first our
own sense of loss predominates, but you will under-
stand; I am sure, that deeper than our own Selfish-
ness we are conscious of the: loveliness of Jim's
life ‘and how imuch he meant to you’ and MarjOry.

We are sending a few flowers in loving mermory
of this club and his smile” will always live if our
heatts -and again d$suré you of our deepest sympathy
‘and love, ¢ ST

E.C. BOHMAN, ROTARY CLUB OF CAVMPBEL':-.
FORD, ONT. = - = . | o

Rotary as a whole has lost one of its finest members

~and - indefatigable’ worker - &' loss more poignant
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“because of .the great -record he. has left -behind-
in- the establishment of" so many ‘clubs ' throughout
the Orient, and in those -countries -where caste,
language and réligion form almost insurmountable

79,
.bgrrlers. . 3

SYDNEY B. Mc MICHAEL, TORONTO

Many Rotarians knew Jimm much better than I :did,
many for various reasons were closer. to- him. None,
however, appreciated more. than myself the service
rendered by Jim in- establishing Rotary in Australia
‘and New . Zealand and in his trip of recent years
on-the same mission. This work of Jim's in: which

you so ably assisted, will remain as long as Rotary -

shall endure as a movement to'a man who incor-
porated in his' daily 'life. ‘Rotary's - motto . 'service

above self' . ;
A.J. HUTCHINSON, AUCKLAND, N.Z. -

It is not .very long since I had a letter from Jim
which was quite cheerful. Ever since he was .over
here I have been. in close touch ‘with ‘him. Every
year, two or ‘three  or: more  letters have passed
between us. When I met him at his home at Calgary
on that visit I made to the Convention at  Toronto,
1. realised what ‘a_ charming iperson he -was. The
" more ‘1 got:to know him by :personal contact:. and
by 'mail, the more 1 realised that he. was: one. of
the type of men that is needed in the world today.

STANLEY McLEOD =~

In the. passing of James Wheeler Davidson, the

dynamic heart of a world force was stilled. Brave -}

and patient in_suffering - with a sweet smile. lighting

his - last' :consciousness, - he fearlessly  fared forth

"~ on‘his greatest adventure. . : ‘ : SR
. . - o } . . i 5. . el .

7 ‘as’ familiar as' the hills of -home. His measure of
“man was based on, the gold Within his heart rather

" golden chain of world" peace and. inte

. .the earth and his labour the fellows

“simplicity and - directness. . The - sensitive
: ;)f "tl;]e’ man‘ was outstanding, so he attra
~to  him ~and h}e\:ldﬁ;th‘e'm.' This, too, was the basis of

‘it and with p

'His conception of service' was cast in. a hefoic }
~ mould. The 'sky lines of far countries were to.Jim ;

' -_vthy_ee—ringed - action, movement,

prise, skill, daring and danger. A circus with .its
.a'udle.nce‘ was life with its. laughter and. its: fHﬁlls -
and its tragedies. ‘He ' liked ~to_hear the.the bands

Ez;:itrr]]‘ah_’ on_material w

the spiritual qualitie  man Foly

1€ ! alitles of © mankind were '
regardless of colour, caste, race or-creed paramc.mv
Suc_h‘ unselﬁsh_ sacrifice cohmands the
respect and tribute of ajl Rotarians -

-and nation builders - world wide. ‘

| reverent -
statesmen

His place is* with the trg] cat. It ' th
Hi ace with the truly . great. It remains- wi

future - generations . to. chronicle the = links in “iclf;de]
rnational under-
Is vineyard was
hip_.of mankind.

standing which he so ably. wove. H

WHO WAS WHO IN'CANADA

In ‘the publication WHO WAS WHO IN AR Y
I.otne. Dlicatl AS WHO IN C \DA"
spon«sor?_d by the Trans-Canada Press ,‘chels\el'\Jl‘A\'DA “
biographical note on Jim idson” which was
vided by ' Crawford C. MicCullough

national President, 1921-22. "

: gfa_me;sz; thwh%}e‘t_, Davidson . pers_énified ‘the Bpirit
who ot to a. greater degree. than any other man
om I bhave known. His interest in ‘and love of

life "was. all' inclusive - people, things, ideals and

ideas. Every thing that he di 8% ¢ ,
SR , . d.was charged. with
enthusiasm. Every thing that he did Wasv'dfcg)n'e,”:,)\v/;‘:c[rt1
_.Sympathy
cted people

2:? <<j:onsumma e powers . of _.salesmanship. He sold
idea bec Wwith all his heart he believed in

3 . perception, persistence and tact presse

his sale to conclusion. , b R e tfaCt pressed‘

. He was a -gré‘aitl showman. B that T ‘mean ke oo
, wes @ Brea » By that 'l mean he re- -
cognised the .-value of showmanship and usedzreif

1;b§rally; effectively and with a vast zest of personal .
enjoyment. He 'loved ga circus because circus is

surprise . upon - “sur-




\ the fla v and ‘he loved to be in
lay and see the flags fly and 9 >

Ehiy procession, not co“nsplcuously at its head, but
in it self-abandoned with the other folks.

The unknown was for him a constant challengin‘io
action and discoverﬁ/.d Strsn&:t r%zc;plfher\:egi | live)(;
' e because he had no :
?;ra?rgx:'lr evironment. Strange place’s \;;/flre C;grabz
explored and known and. understood; so while o'nscio%s
was one of his outstanding traits, he was C |
of it. To explore was to dare.

He was a big man physically, b(;fc thl:cxh f?be a's(;))[:e((e:;cT
E ry a rge head Wi ne,

f ohysical power; a large ’ !

?eat%r}els, big mouth and grey eyes set ontbrc?g

<houlders slightly 'stooped; quick In movgmerlps ,2/ h

4 rather hesitant voice, with laughter in his Z‘nt

and a smile that came and went but ngr\:gr W\xc/)u,ld
' ' i f a man who wou

for long. He was a figure of a Thd" W =

b% singgled' out in any groul?'_anywhere with the

question, "who is the big man ?

li ‘loved people things and places,
loved life, he loved people and things and.
?beovzv all, 'h’e made friends and cher;:s.hed t,h;e._r_rrl‘
and they’him. He did constructive things »wh}c‘d
endure. His chief bequest was ‘hls‘ idealism an
his intense humanness. -
VANCOUVER CLUB BULLETIN
o wacan excellent, tribute in the bulletin of
ie as an excellent, tribute In the bulletin
ggﬁéitifer’ Rotary club to its ‘Honorary Member,
Jim Davidson, which is-reproduced below:
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I

W.G. Swan, President of the Rotary club
of Vancouver, in a circular letter addressed .to
Rotary clubs in that area, appealed to all to make
every effort. to attend the funeral of Jim Davidson
at the Canadian Memorial Church on July 22, 1933.
He said "Jim was one of Rotary's most outstanding
and best known members and his. work for Rotary
was such that we, as members, enjoy - contacts
with many parts -of the world which have become
possible only through ‘the late Jim's. efforts. In

paying a last tribute, by attending this funeral,

we carry the thoughts and expressions. of many

thousands who are not able to be present but who,’

would like to be represented". There was excellent
response -to the appeal. '

The funeral service was led by Rev. H.H. Bingham,
a personal friend of -Jim Davidson and a former
colleague .. of his at the Calgary Rotary club and
at that time a member of the Rotary club of To-
ronto. In.a very impressive speech, Rev. Bingham
described the high points in the life and work of
Jim Davidson.  He said "In the  passing of James
Wheeler Davidson. we have lost in this country,
in my judgement, no ordinary citizen. He was. a
many-sided man; he .- was an international figure.
There.. was .nothing  provincial in his outlook upon
life. His" vision of .life, and his interests could never
be confined to any parochial boundaries. Our friend,
whom we delighted, to call "Jim Davidson", thought -
in ‘world terms. This is revealed in all the. great

~ ventures of his life, and, as you know, those ventures

are many. He seemed always to have a hunger
for the horizons of life. The thing that seemed
intangible was to him a constant challenge to his
conquering spirit. It was this urge that led -him
on in his Polar expedition with Peary; it was  this

~same urge which led him later to Japan as.a war
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correspondent:- during-: the: Chinese-Japanese - war:
He never rushed heedlessly into these big adventures.
Men who seek to conquer the intangible in any
sphere and who are the real pathfinders of life
are not thoughtless, impulsive men. They are men
conscious of the dangers; they count the cost,
with' quite  confidence,  with calm. courage; they.
set out upon a life of achievement. . o :

Now this calm calculating thoroughness, this' mastery
~of detail, which those who  worked with him in
Rotary * knew - so - well, ‘that genius . for organising
both ‘fact and-men, were -all -evidenced in the life
of - Jim Davidson. Those qualities of life were evi-

dent in his responsible -position as United States -

Consul in Formosa, ~and ~his . book -on -"Formosa,
Its - Past and ‘Present", is surely  an authoritative

and monumental “work ‘on : that -country, revealing. -

literary  talent, .and “a patiént research “of eight

years, that he finally might unfold to the world
the life of that little land where ‘he served his
country. : S

It was these same - qualities - which made him a

world - figure in Rotarys his ‘insight into human need,

and' ‘his- ‘many  -centacts - with : leaders-of thought
and - action --convinced him . that the . principles  of
-Rotary- were ‘universal principles :that would meet
the ‘need and hunger of ‘the ‘human ‘heart. He thoro--
ughly - believed in -the gospel -of fellowship and ser--
vice. He knew: that -these principles 'would  make
a - real . contribution to ‘international well-being,

and this helped to form the urge which sent him-

on his " last great” adventure to introduce Rotary

to the Near East and the Orient.as he had so:success- -

- fully inaugrated it, with Layton Ralston, in Australia
and - New Zealand.. Those. who. know' of his work

in ‘this field, in which his wife took so ‘great a -

part, know how well he succeeded. . o

.Rev. Bingham'\ then. recalled his visits to Athens
and Cairo where he witnessed the Rotary  clubs
initiated by - Jim working " in ~excellent -spirit -of

fellowship. -He continued "I am perfectly sure we

oL llO B

~shared his_life ang his” love,

We commend to the comforting

the inner’ sphere "of his life,.
mourn"wlth Us his departure", :

shall not begin +t ciate
that: Rotary gInte’r?ma?ppreClate
they sent him forth t
to seek to bring so

glons together in th

! € the  tremendous ‘
lonal "gave to this marl1Js V\:[l?:rl:
o the Near East and the Orient,
many diverse tongues and relil’
€ bonds of Rotary fellowship.

The " ‘Iast pérsonal
al ‘message
Sepa,rted ~friend was .;;:ro‘r% ;e'r
< - from :
élsomfelj,ll fg?m a heart'full of concern, and I felt.
Sioo dul grief over the spirit of relj ious strife.
\ On and- hatred  that. seemed tg b "o vidont
In that So-called Holy Cijt “which
himself .wWept, where he [aj
recaiempnon.‘ I' think I discern
undercurrent - in that lette
L . . ! - er
heart of * Jim Davidson, .tha’;
- to express - jtself with- a

received from our
usalem. ' His letter

‘rele?l, hunger in the
hat - religion” might come
united front -and in. the

| -spl,'r;.t (# good will and mutual understanding.

Int’o‘ the ‘sanctities "of _his- ’
enter at this time.  We s

and  happy - memories ‘with - those that .

,home' - life .1 shail jnO{,_

o) T . e Ve, and  who - beer
Coers e berelt at this nour L it e oo, o
l,ove'r,yv hat 11e_va - World traveler he was a‘,u.home—V
vyl er of wife and family; .a lover of' :
) G a lover of friends, and a gracious hoi? ‘

and’ consoling grace
ar ones who knew
and who so deeply

of ‘our Heavenly Father the  de

SLrr

)



VANCOUVER, CANADA

Rotary luurn.mun.xl has suffered a great luss in. the
passing” of Jim Davidson. This Clul, “too, has lost @
‘coutact - with @ -mun who' has been gr.mtul honorary
muubt.rslnp amongst ns.

. Jim was Lorn’ iu - Austin, \lmmsola From - therc he

went 1o -New York and -entered - the employ of Major

Pond, = well known m.m.u,u ol uperas, lectures and
theatrics pmduuu PALH

" JIM DAVIDSON He joined Lnn)m.md‘.r l L.xr) ina North Pole expedi-
tion, on which he spent cighteen 1 uths, - On his return he was appointed -
Aar Correspondent for the New  York Herald i the Chinese-Japanest
; and spent three I s with e Chinese Forces and 1wo years with
g ).lp.un\c Army. Yater decorated by the lmpum ol Japin
Order ol the Rising Sun, e uu. one ul llu ln\, Westerners W
¢ this honor.

“L spent tUlNllU’nl"]t ime i Dircctor, of Caniuda 1o - Rotary
Formosa, and -iw the nige years on brernationa) and First Vice- l'rLSl-
that island wrote wh.tt is considered. - dent of Rotary nternd mmml
the. best "“01‘ on’ “Formosa —1st His  nies connection  with  the
ad Present” International side of Kotary was i

“Several years were spet i the 1921 when he and Colonel: Ralston * §
l\ussl ] (nmmulm.mun Service m went to Australia and New, Zml‘u\d
Sibern wd Afyuchuria. Later he Lol formed Rotary clubs there:
was appointed U. S Consul in the N ried 1 b
Jatter  country, and hll.l")’ was ap- This Ef‘l"“‘"“ ‘:l“ l"'“ Tor his
puinted Consul-General in Shanghai. 3l'~“‘“ seflort an llh‘l '.\]r -hl.f whcnl )

Aer lhnlun years in the gov- QY accomjpapied” by s -wile ane

danghter \].ll'_]nl’lt, spent nedarly

crmpent service, he uu,nul amd’ et eurs . Jom dims the Ftniud
nada, first fo. Winnipeg, i d R
moved to Ga da, ! club idea thradgh . Asiit '. d - filled

i Tater to Calgar where hie’ be-

came interested - 11;1 lilw humbier Tusi= -the gaps h‘"W‘“ﬂ the \[_
C s, abdalso uu,.ngc(l m coloniza- and The |-“l“ with " Ru
tioh work. Plisoo title L was™ * Houorary (umr.ll v
He had ., hobiby in civenses and Commisgioner v Asia, Ho did biso

ortat tzed w0 Cireus Fan  Assockition work s well that thiere are no citics

heve i Yancouver: Thy, fiords il ol importance o which . Western
men g0 - between \llnns and” Hong

infein of our voist gave "B op- W i | K
portunity to satisfy his appetite for’ l‘l'l"}- where there s not i Rot
club

vachring, e filled many months
Wwith traxel up and down’ the coast. Jim's life was full of interest, and
Jimowas .L(Imrlu \hmhu of the - the great work which he did dor

alp.nr,y Rotary | Club, later servine  Rotary Iuternational . will live  as
as pusuhm .mtl following this - uL- long ‘as Rotary lives. The Jdoss of
- fiee,” he \LI‘\(.(‘ the - district as . honorary member of this club is
Governor, o This “was -4 stepping - @ graiter loss to the nr;,.mll.umn ol
stolic o tlic olfices” of Inte cenational - Rotiry lmun.mnn.d

X

A Daughter S Impressnon
Her Father :

The older 1 get the more reali
a very unusual person my fatherlw;i?hlzfe thlgrat R
f:g?hee; s'chmgd d; ah marriage -"made in heaven”?ml;
and’ father's certainly was. ‘
gf:rl]:er different people but theyycompleng‘fgd \:aeéﬁ
othe: l\c;‘lc;m?;i;eéll}/ W;ll“:e)B/# were  married ‘in October:
. years and m ‘mothet 26
years old. My mother led a ver sh L '
Ere]fll knowing my " grandmother Dony c:Titecr:Stal 1’ ‘
Del e;/aeré;;ssgﬁdwtise living in the Palace Hotel ’w1th'f
youngest of her three brothers
at the time of the San Fransisco Fi Sl
quake 1n April, 1906. The family h c?re nd Ber
from a trip to Japan where s)he ¥ JUSt e
on the boat. He ‘was very ill with tmeft] ;ny fafther'
_carried on the boat ‘on a stretcher )l(/li pecichillic
Dow happened to be standin - My gertiade
at the time -and he ‘started gtalll:{ngthteo %aallrégplank:
g/\let\r/llta;llzie nhgsr]))ened and after visiting back h
er in Austin, Minnes i
his - way out ‘to San Frans1s€:o by trgfr? ar:'w\:r,’nas he
rl\r/liorn;ng of the earthquake, 1906 to see 'mgth
t)lld ather was always resourceful and on -being
old that all - passengers had to get off the; :
in "~ Oakland and could not under any c1rcdms
groceed to ‘San Fransisco (which was by ferry 't
ﬂ?y\s) vhe h1d,between ‘the seats and as he expec
e train proceeded down to ‘the mole “wher
iﬁrnes were. He walked off the train and
e ferry trying to look very official and:
over to San - Fransisco. ‘On arrival he' learned
the Palace Hotel, where mother's famil
had burned. down. Remembermg that' 'r
eldest’ brother lived on Larkin Street” he
dlrecnons from _passers by who were mak1 e




'

and flnally he called out the number to a grOUp
on a porch and it was mother's family.

In’ times of great crises and stress like that day,
people seem to lose their normal ability to think
clearly about where to go and what to do. So my
father ‘tdlked to my grandfather and the family

into takmg the ferry over to Oakland and finding

accomodation there. By the time they got there
the only ‘immediate place they could find to stay
’_Was in & house run by a Madame. My poor straight
laced” grandmother must have really “suffered. My
father loaned my grandfather a.pen and with that
he 'started rebu1ldmg his plant the Dow. Pump and

Dlesel Engme Company, on a new plece of property

in Alemeda. -

’ My ,‘fath'e'r's; adventuroues previous life’ would cer-
tainly have conditioned him to responding quickly
[} any emergency. and as long as I knew “him he
was never afraid to tackle -anything, any where.
Throughout our trip he wanted to see.as. much
as possible of the real country and the native. peo-
ples as he could, so we used all kinds of tranSporta-
tion overland by car, bus, train, a1roplane,vcamel
elephant Sedan’ chalrs carried on men's shoulders
and walkmg, walkmg, walktng By water we ‘took
httle steamers, row boats, sampans, smaller stea-
mers and frelghters, culminating with a p1g boat
to’ Hong Kong from Halpong ‘When thlngs went
wrong ‘and we- got * left somewhere 1nadvertently

he a;d great patlence and would always see and- g

’He en]oyed challenges of . every sort. and combmed‘

wrth his natural cur1051ty and 1nterest in the world
.around him ‘he saw as mu_ch of ‘it as he could. One
adventure was gomg to a. little " 1sland known - as

Botel Tabago not too far from. Japan on a Japanese-

Navy. ship maklng h1m the first whlte person ‘that
the natlves had ever: seen., ‘He was very 1ntr1gued
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time he reached Larkin Street it was almost dark

so - he- kept “asking ~ people "for: ‘the ‘house numbers ' ‘probably to see if his. COlOUl‘ WOUld <

‘make him a "brother'. He . was decorated by il

‘that I might as well have not been there.

with . thelr 1nterest m h1m, wan

While writing his book on Formosa he_ vel
went into headhunter territory with an intérpre
to talk to the natives and had a tiny tatto
his hand put there by one of the native bands to

Japanese with the 5th Order of the Rising Si

any bloodshed. Along another line he invented and
built little "machines" to measure the strength
of many different fibres from plants growing there. "
For his book on Formosa as there were practlcally
no other European there he learned Japanese fluently
and spoke it all the time to his Japanese frlends_;

was made a lieut in the Japanese Army after Japan, '
took over. Formosa. -

~ He was a keen fan of cirsuses. The very complicatéd”
and extremely efficient operatlon was of great

interest. to :him. He felt it was like a small c1ty\
constantly on the move. From the circus he ‘became

and just resting or belng trained. by young. boy_

‘mahouts.

I reallse that I seem to ‘be  jumping around but_;j
I don't know how else to try to _explain - him. - 16
yOUs. :. Really true - friendship .with peoples of the
world and a. correspondmg return rapport from
them was his most  outstanding tcharacterlstlc.”_
While on the Peary Artic Expedition he made friends
with Eskimos and was welcomed to enter their
igloos, - eat. ‘their food and sleep. with them while,
on hunting trips to get meat for. the dogs. When
I was a teen ager my friends would. come to the.
house and be so interested in talking to my fath'rj‘

Tolerance of cultures,i of rellglons, an‘d of f01bles

Bt

for his exploits during the capture of Taihoku that_",’,f ‘
~resulted in the Japanese taking over the city without

and associates, probably many in military, as .he

a great admirer of elephants. On our trip we took. .
~ many pictures of elephants ~working, on. paradef_l



of mankind was one of his main attributes I -think.
He could partake of any kind .of food with any
one under any circumstances and enjoy it. Religion,
he felt was a person's own choice and should not
be interfered with by anyone else. He felt very
strongly that missionaries had no right to wreak
havoc in the Poynesian Islands, as they did, in
the early days. The Medical Missionaries he felt
did a great deal of good without being bigots.

He never got over his love for travel, short distance,
like when 'he decided his was going to be the first
car into Lake Louise, Alberta when the road was
built, as soon as the trees were cut down and drag-
ged off he drove through the forest and was the
- first._ car in, or long distances to Australia by boat
or around the world which 1 believe he did three
times- in his life time. ‘ " S Co '

Humo‘ur was alwaYs just below the 'surf'a,ce. He
could- see the funny side of any situation even
if the joke was on him.

He was always very understanding with me and
we had ‘lots of private little jokes. He was ~good
at .drawing and when on a trip away from home,
which was frequent, he always wrote to me and
covered the outside of the envelope with cartoons

and sketches. I have always felt that it is difficult

for the children of outstanding parents because
everybody expects' so- much of them and they live
in a' sort of reflected glory with the result that
they ‘dont't make ‘most of their own lives and op-
portunities given to them. I know I didn't. e
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xiv Tribute to a Rotary Torch-bearer
~at Detroit Convention k-

At the fourth plenary -session of the Rotary
International convention held. at Detroit,"Michigan,
USA, on June 28, 1934, Allen D. Albert, past presi- .
dent of Rotary International, paid a glowing tribute
to. the memory of Rotarian James W. Davidson.

Rofary International president, John Nelson, ‘calling

‘upon: Allen D. Albert to his assignment, said: "There

are hundred, "‘yes, thousands who A have . rendered
conspicuous service to the cause of Rotary, and
their greatest reward, no doubt, has been the satis-

faction of - "Service above Self". It would not- be

in accord with the spirit of Rotary if we did not
remember all who served in their own peculiar
capacity to bring Rotary to its present world-wide
standing - and —influence. But it is' fitting -that we’
should- pay tribute for special reasons to the memory-
of- one of our past vice presidents, who has gone
beyond, whose service was unique. In many countries;
Rotary had ‘its beginning through the self-sacrifice
and devotion of - James W. Davidson of ;' Calgary,
Alberta,. Canada. We have all read the'/account
of "his work on tour some two or:three years ago
in -the service of Rotary. I, myself, have just tra-
versed.part of the ground which he broke for Rotary, -
where he planted our pioneer ‘clubs. I canspeak
first -hand - of  the :love and loyalty that is felt .by
embryo Rotary in- all ‘these ‘lands to Jim Davidson,
beloved -and admired in deep measure for all the

_opportunities  of enjoying the companionship -of

such a genial and wondeérful man".

Allen commenced his :speech- by . defining Rotary
as a movement of- the love of ‘men .for their fellows.
Love " is - not ‘a thing to.be reasoned. about. It .is
not expressed: .in formiilas or equations. It:cannot
be put into terms of contract.lt.is a giving. Rotary



s a movement in Wthh ‘men glve of themselves
for the help of manklnd That is what is" meant
by serv1ce.

‘When we say "he profits most who serves best"
we mean that if we men of the earth will but
give of our best to each other, we shall find our-
selves 'in ‘a world made better by our giving. The
distinguishing - mark of Rotary is that it ‘combines
the earning of our living and our giving to' our
fellows. Ta some it may seem a marvelous thing
that a -movement which has giving for its spirit
- should spread around the -earth in the lifetime
~of .one man. But it is no marvel. Allen recalled
that the patriot Garibaldi could offer to the youth
of Ttaly _only the ‘opportunity - to . glve themselves
for the impalpable good of a thing ‘called as to

some thmg within them which was divine, It s .

‘no wonder, then, that Rotary should ‘gather to

itself. ‘generous  men. It is a very coparternshlp of

the generous.

”Referrlng to  Jim Dav1dson, Allen said -thus: "We -

turn: our thought today to-one of whom it is warran-
table to say that.he spent his richest. -years in giving

~..unto. .Rotary. and through Rotary .in giving "unto

_Qmankmd He would be- uncomfortable to-hear himself
spoken .of as more ~than one 'in .a fellowship : .of
. those who gave what they could., Of their own
‘merits modest * men -are dumb. Yet we set aside

~this - moment in the lives of thousands - of - us' who

are ~gathered -at this - Detroit Convention because
we are conscious that he gave and gave' abundantly
. and. we would make "such - an acknowledgement
. of -his g1v1ng that all the world might know,

“'.'He was. Rotaman James Wheeler DaVLdson of the
- club of Calgary, - Alberta, Canada. The God who
has..set labour and rest as day: and night to men

s successive called this one -of his sons - unto Himself

. on an evening in-July of last’ year, Davidson' had
. lived . fully and that death which is the brother
" of . sleep came to him -after .a career. of useful
busmess and professmnal llfe, of travel and adven—

1928, he and 'h
~setoff “to fill the ‘gap in the Rotary gitdle ‘which
“then extended"” from the"‘Caspian “to” the China “Sea. -
~ He ‘had expectéd to spend about elght ‘months “on.
the mission. “Instead: 'he spent ‘more “than ' thirty

S to” Palestme, to" Iraq, to Syria ‘and “Persia; en"’
o lndla, Ceylon, Burma, MalaySLa,' the "Dutch*~East

ture such as few men have ever experlenced,,of

. giving himself .in measures too deep for any but

great hearts to fill.

.This was a ‘man who went with Pedry to the arctic.

Who 'was a  war correspondent attached first to
a C‘hlnese and then to a Japanese army. Who became

"a consul of" the United States in Formosa and wrote

there a work on that ‘island which is still w1dely
read and used. Who served for a timé ‘as United

‘States Consul General in the largest of the consular

statlons of hlS country, that at Shanghal. .

" Had' His  life ended with that'service in 1903, the

man Davidson would have been written down a
success. But in 1906 he opened another chapter.
He “went to Calgary and after a tlme became a
Canadlan c1tlzen. ‘ :

When Rotary was” dlsclosed to” him “there “in "1914

its - message of giving went straightway to his heart
and the "‘new chapter of his life became one of
Journeylng forth to carry the ideals of: Rotary from
(‘algary to the far places of the earth

With Col._James Ral’ston “of Hahfax,' Nova 'Sc¢otia,
he. undertook the extension of Rotary to ‘the British
Dominions of ‘Australia “and “New' Zealand. “That
work -done, he' served as governor of Rotarys Dis-
trict Number 4 :and in succession” was”a nmember
of the ‘extension commlttee of ! Rotary International,
dlrector,,thlrd ‘vice' pre51dent and” chalrman of
the comm _tee on mternatlonal servlce. : o

His busmess enterprlse and w1de travels -had -accus-
tomed Davidsor think‘and- plan broadly. Tn August
ife. and ‘their daughter . Marjory

months. From Egypt ‘he went to Greece, t0-
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Indies and Siam, and then the project was . that'

he should go on to China, Manchuria, Korea, Japan
and the Philippines.

" More than a score of Rotary clubs represented
in ‘this convention from those countries are . the

fruit of his energy and enthusiasm. In certain cities.

the problem was to induct into Rotary. self orgamsed
clubs. In  others he persuaded ‘high ~ government
officers, even the brother of ‘a king, to participate

actively in. the organisation of clubs. Here the -

obstruction was a rigid demarcation of society
by lines of caste. Here it was aloofness of the
men- best able to comprehend and fulflll an 1deal
of giving for the good of mankind.

Adventure is to the adventurous. The Davidsons
underwent hardships that: mlght well have daunted
even a Peary. On a road in' Malay jungle  their
automobile was . upset into a ditch of water -from
Wthh ‘natives rescued them and afterwards mini-

stered unto them in thatched huts. Davidson had-

several fevers. His daughter was dangerously poi-
soned by insect bite. Every  traveller knows how
the next land beckons, and since the next land
meant Rotary to  the Davidsons their stay .in the
East - lengthened on. and. on, desplte the . mlshaps,
the perlls and the calls of business and home. ,

Is there Rotary in the .ancient. “city. of Athens?
_Dav1dson took it there. In Jerusalem, C‘alro, Bombay,
Delhi, . Madras, . Colombo,: Rangoon, Thayetmyo,
the Federated . Malay = States, Java, Sumatra, the

Strajts Settlements and Siam? Davidson planted

it. The conditons were new. If clubs were to be
stable they .must be nurtured through ‘the years.
That.. work, the Rotary. Commlssmner _perforce
:left 10 re51dents. The long ‘endeavour . to foster
a better understandmg among national, rac1al and
rellglous _groups, . various and- mutually aloof, of
necessity. must. rest . with thelr own leaders and
-with us . of Rotary elsewhere in the world ‘who may
,have the opportumty to support and i rtlfy those
leaders. TS DUNCUES SR P ; T
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" The Rotary argosy was no mere putting to coves

and sailing away. A member of the faculty of
the University of Melbourne has written us thls
acknowledgement:

"Thirteen years have passed since Davidson .and.
Ralston founded in Melbourne the first Antipodean
Rotary Club. Time its course is taking from
us one by one those who were privileged to enter
into the circle of Davidson friendship and to come
under the spell of his enthusiasm, but the movement
he started goes on in ever increasing volume, range
and energy, and his dynamic personality survives
in what the future w1ll reverence as a fitting memo-

. rial to a man gu1ded by a great ideal".

The falrly famlllar phrase "his dynamlc personality"
does ‘not wholly describe Jim Davidson. Everything
about . him was big-body, head, brain, voice, laugh,
stralght look " of the eyes,. heart, purpose, - ideal,
love. of Rotary. ‘His. business was blg - he became
an: extensive owner of real estate in Canada. His
faith ‘was' vast.-He. and Mrs. Davidson and Marjory
strengthened the ties of rich family devotion by
winding them about with common experience around
the world, by travel, the great test of companion-
ship, - by steamers on ocean and river, by rail, auto-
mobile . and. aeroplane, by pushcar, camel and ele-
phant. These. . ‘conveyances bore the man Davidson
to -more : than two thousand. other. men in their
offices . and countmg rooms. Wherever they took
him -he was. a- torch-bearer, shedding the light of
sympathetlc understandmg upon peoples of the.
earth newly entered into, the fellowship. of Rotary.

. We who are the brothers in Rotary to Jim Davidson

think of him in: 'thl§ memorial hour not as one who
has gone from us” so much as ‘one who remains
with us through that which he gave along with
his work. In an 1nternatlonal assembly of Rotarians
we have consciousness of his presence. We knew -
the two who knew him best and loved him most
have the same consciousness and we would that
our gratitude might strengthen it..

e
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The soft .wings of peace now cover him __round.
But“the thing that is divine 'in us 'is not -confined
by our death. Wherever there has been glowing
generosity, radiant sympathy, a giving of self thr-
ough work in our little companies of the Rotary
brotherhood, those qualities shine on ‘and on when
we .are gone as the stars shlne in the C‘anadlan
nlght" :

Mrs. Dav1dson or Marjory were not able to be pre-
sent at- Detroit. Rotary International president,
John Nelson, reporting on thé service, wrote to
Mrs. . Davidson: "Had it not been for the ' strain
which it would have put on'you, I would have liked

very much had you been present-at the service. .

At the appropriate time 1 asked the sergeants-at-
‘arms to- tile the: convention and let no one enter
or leave during the service.'The stage was darkened.
Allen Albert stepped to the readmg desk, the only
light' being that over his manuscript, and he made
his tribute to Jim in the chaste, lofty and .eloquent
phrasing of which he is a master. When he reached
the personal ‘reference -a large ‘picture of Jim,
which had ' been stationed on - the platform;  was

disclosed and the spotllght fell ‘and remained upon’

it “during -the ‘remainder of his talk. There was
perfect silence - throughout the “service and, on
every hand, - I hedrd appreciative -~ remarks ‘upon

its  effective character, 1t really seemed for a-

moment ' as though Jim had been called back ‘from
the shawdows™ to- mlngle once more with so many
to whom his memory is dear.’I am espec1ally pleased

" that, during: my mcumbency of - the presidency, -

this madequate but beautiful tribute - was pald to
him and to hlS work.
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XV Blue Spruce in Paul Harrlls"s'
Frlendshlp Garden |

. Paul Harris mamtamed a frlendshlp garden
of trees at his home in Morgan Park, dedicated
to his friends in dlfferent parts of the world. It
all. 'started with the ~planting of a tree dedicated
to” Walter ‘Drummond; one of the pioneers of Rotary

~in Australla.

When Sydney Pascall was pre51dent of Rotary Inter-,

'natlonal he planted a tree in the garden., Chileno-

Garcxa of Saltillo, Mexico, planted one; Dr. Fong

'V'See of Shanghal, China, ‘planted’ one; John Duncan
- of Madlson, Wisconsin; USA planted one; also trees
- were planted ‘and dedicated to Paul's friends, Johan-

nes “‘Martens of Oslo, Norway and Kurt Belfrage

of Stockholm, Sweden.

On "lp of. Europe in 1932 Paul planted trees
‘ ship m two. c1t1es. He also planted a tree

keepmg ‘the rnemory of those frlends ever fresh
in hls mlnd : ,

For- S.Qmie.l,'tl,
a tree dédi
Dr. Tom "Mz
of Mamst,-,: . !
trees he saw there,'

'about some blue spruce
askmg him if he could go to

the nursery and make a selection of the bluest
- blue spruce he could. find which -he intended. to

plant’ in his friendship garden in honour of .Jim.
"Doc" was only glad to comply and went atonce
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In Memory of Jim Davidson

Who was born under the Stars and Stripes
and died under the Union Jack, a world citizen

The words “'Come over into Macedonis and
help us’" did not fall on deaf ears. One, one only heard
them, but one was enough. By his response he made
them immortal.

Centuries later a similar cry rang out. ~Come
over into Greece, Egypt, Palestine, India, Ceylon, Burma,
Malay, Batavia, Java, Siam and China and help us.”  Jim
heard it. To him it was the sounding of a reveille. Others
may have hesrd it but not distinctly. It is given many
to hear, few to hear distinctly. Jim knew whose job it
was the moment he heard the call. By every right and title
it was his. Not being in the best of health, and having
already won his spurs when he and Layton Ralston intro-
duced Rotary in Australia and New Zealand, he might
have considered his pioneering work done, but that would
not have been Jim.

In company ‘with his wife, Lillian Dow David-
son and their daughter Marjory, he spent three years in
forging the round-the-world chain of clubs. When he
returned home it was manifest that he had given more
than three years--he. had given his life as well. Was
it by virtue of the interposition of Divine Providence that

Jim became one of us? In any event, he has come and
gone and his memory will be revered by legions; his
work more admired as the passage of time lends broad-
er perspective.

In memory of Jim one beautiful October morn-
ing we planted a shapely blue spruce tree in our garden
of friendship at our home in Morgan Park. Lillian and
Marjory honored us on the occasion with their presence
and Marjory, at our request, fastened on a limb of the
tree a metal tag which we had provided. It bedrs the
brief inscription "In memory of James W. Davidson,
world citizen ™'

At this Christmas period Rotary may well
pause in contemplation of Jim's great gift; his unswerving
self-sacrificing devotion to the cause. No man could
have given more.

Jim Davidson, Associate of Admiral Peary
on his Polar expedition of 1894, war correspondent in
the Far East, United States Consul General at Shanghai,
Ambassador at large of Rotary Inteinational and friend of
all men, may you rest in peace.

JEAN and PAUL HARRIS

The Tree planted in our
“*Garden of Friendship’’
in memory of Jim



to the nursery and selected the best specimen
he could find.

How interested and concerned Paul was in this
project is evident from the following extract of
his letter to Lillian: "It is not so large as the Nor-
way spruce that preceeded it but it is far more
shapely and beautifully filled out. It will eventually
be a very much finer tree. Charles Marson, his
son and a helper planted the tree in due course
and we have been watering it ever since, so that
it will be sure to stand the winter well. We shall
guard it carefully and it will in due course of time
be a dignified and beautiful blue spruce.... We
shall see that it is carefully sprayed in the spring
and are almost certain that it will live and thrive".

In a brochure, beautifully printed and circulated
to Rotarians by Jean and Paul Harris, mentioning
the tree dedicated to the memory of Jim Davidson,
they paid glorious tribute to Jim's unswerving self-
sacrificing devotion to the cause of Rotary. The
brochure is reproduced in the next page.

Paul Harris continuted exchange of letters with
Lillian and Marjory. In a letter, written in his
own hand, reproduced below, he discusses, among
other things, the printing of a Christmas card with
the picture of Jim Davidson for distribution among
Jim's friends in Rotary.
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xvi Davidson Recognition at
Toronto Convention

In March 1983, when Toronto was getting
ready for hosting the Rotary International Conven-
tion, 1 happened to be in USA visiting my children
in Wisconsin. I felt that Toronto Convention would
be a very appropriate occasion to honour the late
Jim Davidson for the great services rendered and
sacrifices borne by him for spreading Rotary to
many countries in the Middle East and Orient.
[ discussed this with two distinguished Canadian
Rotarians and my good friends, Past District Gover-
nor Aubrey Oldham of Bracebrige and W.F. (Robbie)
Robinson of White Rock. They followed up the
matter with Tibor P. Gregor, Convention Chairman,
and the Rotary International. Robbie wrote in a
letter addressed to Lynwood Frederickson of Rotary
International '"This plaque jis so important at this
convention as, like myself Marjory is not getting
any younger, and it will probably be several years
before another International Convention will be
in Canada. Also that eldest son Donald is the in-
coming president of the Rotary club of Ladner,
B.C". With the approval of Rotary International
President, Hiroji Mukasa, the Special Recognition
of James W. Davidson was included in the Conven-
tion agenda.

In a very solemn ceremony on June 7, 1983, at
the third Plenary Session of the Convention, Pre-
sident Hiroji remembered the outstanding services
rendered by Jim Davidson to extend Rotary and
presented a plaque of appreciation to his daughter,
Marjory Abramson. A photo copy of the plaque
is reproduced on the next page.

It was my privilege to attend this delightful function

and later to be photographed with Mr. and Mrs.
John Abramson.
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l [ avidson
missioner of fRomt:y International
Suided by the philosophy thar “Jiankind is One,” he is one of the finest ex-
amples in the hiscory of Rotary of one who “Buile Bridges of Friendship
Fhroughout the World .”
After helping to establish Rotary clubs in Australia and Jiew Zealand,
he, together with his wife and daughter, traveled from 1928-31 asa +
pioneering ambassador of goodwill for Rotary to help organize Ro-
tary clubs in Burma, Egypt, Srecce, Hong Kong, India, Sndonesia, Je-
racl, Malaysia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.
Jn grateful memory of the outstanding efforts of dames W. Pavideon to
extend fRonu7, this Special Fresidential Recognition

is given to

o his dnuﬂhur
Aariory &bmmsom
his smndsm
Donald Abramson

1983-84 President
of the Rotary @ub of Ladner,B.€., Canada

, Retary J
7 June, 1983
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tarian. Jim
part of his
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will  provide
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and fellowship
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